
Additional public comment from callers from the July 1, 2020 School Board Meeting 
 
Chris Tarver: 
 
To the Salem Keizer school board members & Superintendent Perry: 
 
My name is Chris Tarver. I live at 4656 Duchess Ct. NE in Salem, OR. I tried to call in to today's 
meeting, but want able to be heard at that time. So I appreciate your allowing me a chance to 
state for the record my support for Danielle Bethell for vice-chair, and Sheronne Blasi for 
chairperson.  
 
I also just want to say that I am a prison of mixed race. And I do feel that there is a tremendous 
amount of work needed to be done in or districts schools to address the issues involving racial 
equity and racial discrimination. But it's work that cannot happen unless all parties involved in 
our schools start to work together and communicate honestly with each other about things. If 
you feel that you're doing that already, you are wrong. We ALL can do more, and must do 
more! That's if you truly want to see real, improved changes for those who seek it. Thank you 
for the time today. 
 
Jan Montes: 
My name is Jan Montes.  I live in Salem Oregon NE Central.  I am a mother of 6 biracial and 
bicultural sons and a teacher and mental health advocate and racial justice advocate. 
 
As I worked with CAUSA OREGON during the No on Measure 105 Campaign it became painfully 
clear to me that the attitudes and opinions of the SKSB were not in alignment with the students 
of the SKSD.  For those of you who do not know about the NO on Measure 106 Campaign it was 
a campaign to NOT remove Oregon’s 32 year old ANTI RACIAL PROFILING LAW.  OFIR.org, 
deemed a racist hate group by SPLC.org set the removal of this law into action potentially 
hurting the families in our school district.  SKSB aligned themselves with OFIR.org and refused 
to support our campaign. 
 
Now, 2 years later we find ourselves in a conundrum.. Well, the SKSB does.   
COVID-19 hits. 
A Salem salon makes a call to ARMS.. Right Wing armed militia shows up to guard the salon.  
WHAT???? 
This armed militia is documented by video and photo documenting further Marty Heyen’s 
affiliation with them.. Many of her constituents are part of the armed militia. 
She denies this.. Well, she denies that they are white supremacists because after all Marty 
knows people of color and even has some in her own family.  Gasp.  (insert sarcasm) 
 
Further, during her political campaign several are documented.  Funny, I thought that the 
number one reason people were on a School Board was to PROTECT THE STUDENTS on the 
school district. 
 



NO member of a school board ought to use their position on a school board as a stepping stone 
to a political career. 
 
Funny, how those words ring so clear in my memory when 2 school board members met at 
SKCE with our campaign members during the NO on M105 campaign said those very words. 
 
We are sorry but NO we cannot support the No on M105 campaign.  It it too political.  Ha!  The 
only thing political here is the board itself.  Marty running office.  Now, Danielle running for 
office.  Lord almighty.  IT IS NOT ABOUT YOU SCHOOL BOARD. 
 
 
Gerald Turner 
My comments prior to the meeting: 
The new Chair for the school board should be someone who has earned the community’s trust 
and has the courage and convictions to stand up for our most vulnerable and marginalized 
students. It is telling that Director Blasi, and Director Blasi alone, has the courage to read the 
Pride Month Declaration. Simply put, the board needs a Chair who can stand for and stand by 
the decisions made by the board and proudly stand up for every student who we serve. With 
those needs in mind, Director Blasi is the only member of the school board suited for the 
position of Chair. 
 
My comments after the meeting: 
During the school board meeting on July 1, the majority of board members showed either 
indifference or outright disdain for the input of the Salem-Keizer community. Knowing that time 
for public comment would be severely limited, former Chair Marty Heyen decided to use that 
time and her position as board Chair to air grievances against the community she purports to 
serve, talk over constituents, and lecture callers about wasting time while the clock was 
running. These actions do not paint a picture of a civil servant carefully considering public 
opinion, but rather of someone who has already made their mind up and views their 
constituents as a nuisance.  
 
I am a classroom teacher. If I treated my students or their families in the way that Director 
Heyen treated the callers during the meeting, the district would be right to take disciplinary 
action against me. Regardless of Director Heyen’s actions in the past, her behavior at the most 
recent board meeting is evidence of her unfitness for the office. As such, I request that she 
immediately tender her resignation from the school board. If she is unwilling to do so, the 
board must censure her to the fullest extent possible under its governing rules. 
 
The overwhelming majority of public comment, and the recommendation of the 
Superintendent, was to elect Director Blasi as board Chair, but a majority of the school board 
flatly ignored this. In the face of an unprecedented level of community engagement and 
comment, the board opted to cut off testimony and hold a rushed vote. As a community 
member, as a parent, and as an educator, I was shocked and dismayed at the lack of respect 
shown for the community we serve.  



I hope that Chair Chandragiri and Vice-Chair Bethell take the time needed to adequately and 
fairly engage with the public, and that they, and the rest of the board, reflect on and weigh 
input from their constituents. The community is speaking. The board needs to listen. 
 


