
Public Comment 6.a Student Safety & Well-being and Reimagining School Discipline Report / Informe de seguridad y 
bienestar de los estudiantes y de la reinvención de la disciplina escolar.  

GGoorrddoonn CChhaann
Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 
Salem 

Hello,  
I have written a two stanza haiku in regards to the safety of our black and brown students students and the 
presence of SROs. A haiku is a 3 line poem consisting 5, 7, 5 syllables.  

“ Mistakes do not make 
A child’s future and value, 
Support black and brown. 

Demand to divest 
From School Resource Officers, 
Invest in our kids.” 

Thank you 



Public Comment 6.b Comprehensive Distance Learning/COVID Update / Actualización del Aprendizaje Integral a 
Distancia/COVID  

AAmmaannddaa HHeemmmmeerr 
Parent / Padre de familia 
Salem 

I am the mother of first grade daughter and preschool aged Son. This provides me with 2 very different 
experiences when it comes to the education of my children. My son is and has been able to attend preschool 
in person since the beginning of the pandemic due to the fact that his father ( Civil Engineer for Marion 
County, graduate of Oregon state and lifelong Oregon resident) and myself( Executive Coordinator for 
Columbia Bank, Graduate of Chemeketa Community College and lifelong Oregon resident) are both 
“essential” workers. He has been able to learn, grow, play with friends, have show and tell and flourish. My 
daughter on the other had was not able to go to school abruptly after March 13,2020. Spring we limped along 
doing her schooling at night and on weekends. During the summer we anxiously awaited to hear what the 
school year would look like for the fall. She had just completed her kindergarten year and would be starting 1st 
grade this fall. This is a critical time for her ( and all young learners) as she is learning to read and be a good 
student. She LOVES everything about school. We were hopeful Salem Keizer would be in person for K-2 but 
that was changed. My daughter has been doing distance learning since the school year began and I can see 
her love for learning slowly going away. As the memory of the classroom fades, I try harder and harder to keep 
her excited and engaged. We have going to ballet ( with masks and social distancing) and a day camp one day 
a week for social interaction. It makes ZERO sense why we can have kids in the classroom with all the proper 
protocols in place to avoid Covid outbreaks. Daycares have been doing this VERY successfully since the 
pandemic began so why not use them as a model?? I know babies and toddlers are less able follow protocols 
and keep their hands to themselves. Please consider revising the metrics so our kids have some chance not 
being permanently damaged by this already awful experience. Thank you. 



Public Comment 8.c BG-11 Public Comment Parameters / 8.c Parámetros sobre los comentarios públicos  

CCllaaiirree SSnnyyddeerr 
Parent / Padre de familia 
Keizer 

our future.  
you muzzle our future.  
you hold back the words that could help you lead a passionate generation.  
your role is not to let valid concerns go unheard or the clamor for equity fall on deaf ears.  
education is not something that can be censored.  
listen to those who have to survive the consequences of your choices. 

listen.  
don’t silence true concerns and fears. 
listen. 
listen to our future. 



Public Comment 6.b Comprehensive Distance Learning/COVID Update / Actualización del Aprendizaje Integral a 
Distancia/COVID  

AAmmyy EEaasstt 
Parent / Padre de familia 
Salem 

I am a parent of four children enrolled in Salem Keizer schools, two at West Salem High school and two at 
Kalapuya Elementary school. Comprehensive Distant Learning (CDL), especially the way Salem Keizer 
executes it, is a miserable failure. My kids are not receiving the education and instructional time required by 
Oregon law, which requires 990 or 900 instructional hours depending on grade. Twelve hours of online 
instructional time per week is shameful! My freshman has not had any math instruction since March. He is 
scheduled to take Honors Geometry second semester after having no math instruction for nearly a year and 
losing a third of his 8th grade math curriculum. Way to drop the ball, SKSD.  My daughter is enrolled in math; 
however, her teacher advised me during conferences that they will not be able to cover all the material they 
would in a typical year because they had to take three weeks to cover material students missed in the spring. 
Neither of my kids are enrolled in any science.  

The science and data support students returning to the classroom. Studies show that schools are not a source 
of COVID 19 spreading. Teachers do not get COVID 19 at any greater rate than what is already in their 
community by teaching in a classroom. The American Academy of Pediatrics says children should attend in 
person school. Dr. Anthony Fauci says kids should be classrooms. Europe has prioritized education by keeping 
schools open during a pandemic. The largest school district in America, New York City Public Schools, has 
prioritized education by returning kids to the classroom. No wonder Oregon is at the bottom of the list for 
education. Education is clearly not a priority in Oregon! 

SKSD Board Members, I respectfully request that you grow a spine and show that you actually value 
education by demanding to the Governor that students return to the classroom.  As the second largest school 
district in Oregon, you have a strong voice. Please do the right thing! 



Public Comment 6.a Student Safety & Well-being and Reimagining School Discipline Report / Informe de seguridad y 
bienestar de los estudiantes y de la reinvención de la disciplina escolar., 8.c BG-11 Public Comment Parameters / 8.c 
Parámetros sobre los comentarios públicos  

JJuulliiaannnnaa LL.. GGiibbbboonnss 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Salem 

Hello. I am Julianna Gibbons, teacher in the district, and I am inspired daily by our students. I am here to 
elevate their message, and to remind the board as new policies are considered of the guiding words of our 
equity lens.  

All students graduate and are prepared for a successful life. 
All students 
Equity will be attained  
when the achievements of our historically underserved students 
match the outcomes  
of students in the dominant culture. 
Match the outcomes. 
All students. 
Equity will be attained  
when underserved groups  
increase in capacity and power. 
All students -- 
Underserved students, 
Diverse students, 
Marginalized individuals and groups -- 
Match the outcomes 
and 
Increase in capacity and power. 

When considering policy changes, please remember to look to this lens in practice as well as in policy. Let us 
work to disrupt the school-to-prison pipeline that impacts so many of our students, and instead, set them on 
that path to a successful life.  



Public Comment 6.a Student Safety & Well-being and Reimagining School Discipline Report / Informe de seguridad y 
bienestar de los estudiantes y de la reinvención de la disciplina escolar.  

MMaarriiaa YYoouunngg  
Parent / Padre de familia 
Salem 

The gas to the light  

The gas light will sensor your speech 
it will tell you you’re too young to speak 
it will use privilege and whiteness and 0% tolerance  

the gas to the light wants to pipe  
pipe people to prisons and keep them in freight to silence the violence that’s in plain sight  
to ignore facts statistics and add to the trauma our BIPOC youth face for speaking up against hate 
it’s time to remove SROs from our schools to listen to LUS who has tried to play by your rules  
but 3%ers and apologist white supremacists you have denied their personal experiences today I write with 
words for my own power as an ally a mother but I’m not a person of color I have had the privilege to listen  
the privilege to hear the hearts of LUS that you continue to smear it’s time for change and that change is here 
so stop gaslighting the fear 
the gas to the light needs to stop here.  



Public Comment 6.a Student Safety & Well-being and Reimagining School Discipline Report / Informe de seguridad y 
bienestar de los estudiantes y de la reinvención de la disciplina escolar.  

KKeellssoo RReeddmmoonndd 
Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 
Salem 

Good evening, I am commenting to amplify the voices of Latinos Unidos Siempre.  

How can you silence 
Black & Brown children begging 
To exist in peace?  



Public Comment 6.a Student Safety & Well-being and Reimagining School Discipline Report / Informe de seguridad y 
bienestar de los estudiantes y de la reinvención de la disciplina escolar.  

MMaaddaalleennaa BBeellllee MMaarrttiinn 
Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 
Salem 

Greetings Humans, My name is Madalena Martin and I use she/her pronous. I am a commUNiTY member of 
many labels. I come today to submit testimony in alignment with my personal views & Latinos Unidos 
Siempre. 

HOW MUCH LONGER WILL IT TAKE 
How much longer will it take? 
For those in power to be more considerate. 
As I see it  
From my point of view 
The SKSB tried to fix a problem, and more problems grew
It started with a few voices, and now there are many 
How much longer will it take? 
We're finally in a place where so many can see, the harmful affects of white supremacy 
Its been covert for a while and truly hard to believe 
The SKSB's own ties to the group whose name is the precent of three 
How much longer will it take? 
Back to the issue, specifications hand 
How can you enforce laws on this stolen native land? 
The youth here to day, have a demand, a request 
Oh hold it, I know a word that would fit best. 
Requirement. 
How much longer will it take? 
I submit my testimony here today, to just come right out and say, 
“Its gonna be tough, and we can do it together 
Just know this is one step, our movement is forever. 
Once the kids can be at school safely, we can then begin to discuss what will be replacing, 
The problematic and not so inclusive, SRO program we removed because 
its not conducive To the ultimate goal and equity lens,  

and we will all rejoice when the school to prison pipeline ends. ” 
#timesup 



Public Comment 6.a Student Safety & Well-being and Reimagining School Discipline Report / Informe de seguridad y 
bienestar de los estudiantes y de la reinvención de la disciplina escolar.  

JJeennnniiffeerr GGiinnggeerriicchh  
Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 
Salem 

In regard to agenda item 6 a.  
A haiku poem  

Please hear our voices 
Police don’t belong in schools 
Help end racism 

Thank you for your consideration 



Public Comment 6.a Student Safety & Well-being and Reimagining School Discipline Report / Informe de seguridad y 
bienestar de los estudiantes y de la reinvención de la disciplina escolar.  

CCoonnnnoorr NNiiccoollaass OO''RRyyRyRRyR aann 
Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 
Salem 

An ode to your system:  
I can’t imagine  
Or understand  
The anguish felt  
In one’s own beauteous cultural existence  
Because of blue striped knights  
In shining armor  
And pointy white hoods 
Being disguised  
As governmental entities  
Lawful you could say 
Reinforced by being placed 
Ever so ubiquitously  
In the halls of “learning” 
Where the only thing  
That is learned  
Is that they don’t want you  
To learn 
To grow 
To exist  
Unless you sit in the abuse  
Complicit in the cycle  
That cages  
That criminalizes  
That silences  
Anyone who doesn’t fit  
The inherent criteria  
Of the control panel  
Of oppression 
They watch like predators  
March like lions 
And their deafening roar  
Whose only answer 
To the so-called honor of protection 
And service  
Is to gag and muzzle  



Those who don’t bear a physical semblance 
To myself  
As if they were wild animals  
To be treated as such 
No dignity 
No listening  
No compassion 
For the people 
That deserve so much more  
Than to be forgotten  
And thrown away  
In the emotional and physical prisons 
Built by the everlasting hypocrisy  
Of authority  
On which this council sits 
From which the design  
Of inequality  
Is so spaciously  
And viciously  
Perpetuated by  
Councils such as this  
All executed just to suppress 
The victims of it’s reign  
No voice boxes  
Unless of course  
The voice is in favor  
Of those in power  



Public Comment 6.a Student Safety & Well-being and Reimagining School Discipline Report / Informe de seguridad y 
bienestar de los estudiantes y de la reinvención de la disciplina escolar.  

JJeessssiiccaa AAppooddaaccaa 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Salem 

My name is Jessica Apodaca and I've been a resident of Salem, Oregon all of my life. I've also been an 
employee of the SKSD going on ten years.  

I do not support having SROs in schools and strongly urge the district to end the SRO contract once and for 
all. A decision was promised months ago! We need to listen to our students and empathize with their lived 
experiences and past/current traumas associated with SROs. Students should NEVER be silenced much less 
when they call in to have the school board hear their concerns.  

Furthermore, Marty Heyen must resign now! She has proven time after time that she can not be trusted to 
make unbiased decisions for the students of Salem-Keizer.  

Thank you for your time and I truly hope that ALL email correspondence is read by all members of the board. 



Public Comment 6.a Student Safety & Well-being and Reimagining School Discipline Report / Informe de seguridad y 
bienestar de los estudiantes y de la reinvención de la disciplina escolar.  

VVeerroonniiccaa AAlleemmaann 
Parent / Padre de familia 
Salem 

My name is Veronica Aleman and I reside in Salem, Oregon. I am a parent of children currently in the Salem 
Keizer School District. I do not support SROs and the presence of police in schools. I believe Marty Heyen 
should resign for her ties to white supremacy.  



Public Comment 6.a Student Safety & Well-being and Reimagining School Discipline Report / Informe de seguridad y 
bienestar de los estudiantes y de la reinvención de la disciplina escolar.  

RRaacchheel AAlleemmaann 
Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 
Salem 

My name is Rachel Aleman and I am a resident of Salem, Oregon. I have lived here almost my entire life and 
attended schools in the district from kindergarten to graduating from North Salem High. I do not support the 
presence of police in schools. The SRO contract needs to end and students' voices should not be silenced by 
the school board. Also, Marty Heyen needs to resign!   




