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Sarah Evans 
Parent / Padre de familia 
Salem 
 
I am writing in favor of the resolution to change the board member election system to a by-zone system. I 
agree with both of the problems that are mentioned in the resolution. When people from all over the city can 
vote for each board member, regardless of where the voters live, it definitely creates inequities where special 
interest groups can put forth candidates and get them elected by people who don't even reside in the area of 
the community those candidates are meant to represent. This also discourages other worthy candidates from 
that zone from running, because they are not backed by powerful special interest groups with large bank 
accounts. If school board members are meant to represent a specific zone, then it's important that they actually 
represent and look out for the interests of people living in that zone. Changing the election system to a by-zone 
system would definitely help with this issue. 
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Colton Bond 
Parent / Padre de familia 
Salem 
 
Members of the School Board, 
 
I am extremely excited that about the possibility of schools opening for in person instruction. Or as my 
Kindergartener says, "to see her teacher for real" (this breaks my heart a little). 
 
I also strongly believe that we must open only after all staff present in the building are fully vaccinated and 
safety measures are implemented (e.g. physical barriers, mask requirement,  6-foot distance). Please 
remember that the approved vaccines have not be proven to prevent viral transmission. 
 
I applaud Governor Brown for prioritizing school staff for the vaccine. However, I suspect that not all school 
staff may recieve the vaccine on the same schedule. Therefore, please consider allowing unvaccinated staff to 
work from home so that in-person classrooms can open up as teachers are vaccinated. 
 
Sincerely, 
Colton Bond 
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Rosanne k Ricci 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Salem 
 
Hello, I’m Rosanne Ricci, a parent and an educator in the district and also a member of the Oregon Education 
Association. I am a strong supporter of changing SKPS board member elections to a by-zone system. I often 
hear the district advocate for equity, and as leaders, you have the power to move towards equitable 
representation through bringing in voices that will come from and represent the schools within their zone.  
 
In my classroom at McKay, demographics reflect the community. Seventy percent of my students are current 
or former English Language Learners, hailing from a diversity of backgrounds. From my students, I have 
learned about Cyrillic, how to count in Chuukese, and why ocean level rise is such an urgent issue in the 
Marshal Islands. I have heard kids talk about their experiences as refugees. Over the years, I’ve talked to 
dozens of students about the burdens they carry being the children of immigrants that came to the US seeking 
better opportunities for their families. I’ve learned from students how to listen more, ask questions, and let them 
speak their experiences. Giving my students voice has been crucial in my own practice and taught me the 
importance of creating structures and systems that are deliberately inclusive.  
 
You, as a board, have a chance to do this on a large scale. You have the ability to change the system to make 
it more inclusive of the community as a whole, giving marginalized voters equal representation in a democratic 
manner. Please support by-zone school board elections.  
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Rachel Cutter 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Salem 
 
Chairperson Chandragiri, Vice Chairperson Bethell, Superintendent Perry and directors of the board,  
  

It is with great concern for our Salem-Keizer students, their families, school staff, and educators that I 
write this letter. With the newest announcement from Governor Kate Brown and the decision to allow each 
school district to make their own decision about going back to school in-person, I feel that it is a mistake for the 
Salem-Keizer School District to consider returning to in-person so soon. Please consider the following 
questions from a concerned educator in the school district: 
 
Will ALL staff be receiving the vaccine before returning to in-person learning?  
 
Why were the metrics important when returning back to school in September, but are not considered now, 
when the cases and numbers are far higher?  
 
If this board feels it is unsafe to meet in person as a group of 8, how can you possibly expect a teacher or 
student to feel safe being exposed to upwards of 100 students per day in a small and enclosed classroom? 
 
How will this be less disruptive to working families when their students are still only coming to school twice a 
week but now will be learning from multiple locations and having to adjust at a moment’s notice to student 
cohort quarantining? 
 
How is the district supporting our equity work? Christy Perry was nominated for Superintendent of the Year 
largely because of her work around equity. We know that lower-income communities and communities of color 
have been disproportionately affected by COVID. Opening schools is putting our most vulnerable students at a 
further increased risk and is a glaring equity issue.  
 
In closing, educators and school staff should not be faced with the decision of staying in their chosen 
profession and getting sick and dying (or spreading this to loved ones who may get sick and die) versus having 



to leave the profession they have dedicated their lives to.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Rachel Cutter - Claggett Creek Middle School 
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Emily Cunningham 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Keizer 
 
Salem Keizer School Board,  
 It is with great concern for our Salem-Keizer students, their families, school staff, and educators (our 
Salem-Keizer family) that I write this letter. With the newest announcement from Governor Kate Brown and the 
decision to allow each school district to make their own decision about going back to school in-person, I feel 
that it is a mistake for the Salem-Keizer School District to consider returning to in-person so soon (February). 
Please consider the following questions from a concerned educator in the school district: 
 
How are we going to guarantee that students/staff report that they are awaiting a test or have tested positive? 
How are we going to guarantee that contact tracing happens in an accurate and timely manner? Will the district 
request proof of test results to ensure safety within schools? 
 
How do we safeguard our Title One students and their families who may be homeless, living in 
multigenerational homes, live in single parent households, or living in separate households?  
 
How will transportation work? Will students be required to wear masks on the bus? And if they don’t, what does 
the bus driver do? How many cohorts are represented on each bus? What happens when a bus driver is 
required to quarantine and there is no substitute? 
 
How will staff be compensated for additional job requirements that will be needed to keep schools safely 
sanitized? How will staff be compensated for additional hours needed to complete these additional 
responsibilities? 
 

In closing, I would just like to say that I have been a teacher in this district for the last 12 years, I even 
completed all of my student teaching requirements within Salem Keizer.  I love this community.  However, I am 
not willing to sacrifice my life to return to school when it is so clearly unsafe. I, along with teachers across this 
district, are doing amazing things for kids everyday, and we are doing in a way that keeps our whole 
community safe.  
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Emily Cunningham 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Keizer 
 
Salem Keizer School Board,  
 It is with great concern for our Salem-Keizer students, their families, school staff, and educators (our 
Salem-Keizer family) that I write this letter. With the newest announcement from Governor Kate Brown and the 
decision to allow each school district to make their own decision about going back to school in-person, I feel 
that it is a mistake for the Salem-Keizer School District to consider returning to in-person so soon (February). 
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the bus driver do? How many cohorts are represented on each bus? What happens when a bus driver is 
required to quarantine and there is no substitute? 
 
How will staff be compensated for additional job requirements that will be needed to keep schools safely 
sanitized? How will staff be compensated for additional hours needed to complete these additional 
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In closing, I would just like to say that I have been a teacher in this district for the last 12 years, I even 
completed all of my student teaching requirements within Salem Keizer.  I love this community.  However, I am 
not willing to sacrifice my life to return to school when it is so clearly unsafe. I, along with teachers across this 
district, are doing amazing things for kids everyday, and we are doing in a way that keeps our whole 
community safe.  
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Luis Acosta Vega  
Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 
Salem 
 
. 
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Jenna Becker 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Keizer 
 
Salem Keizer School Board, 
  
It is with great concern for our Salem-Keizer students, their families, school staff, and educators that I write this 
letter. With the newest announcement from Governor Brown and the decision to allow school districts to make 
their own decision about going back to school in-person, I feel that it is a mistake for SKSD to consider 
returning to in-person right now.  
 
Current metrics state that Hybrid Learning can occur when there are 200 known cases per 100,000 people. In 
Marion County, the most recent data showed that there were 563 confirmed cases per 100,000. Marion county 
is still in the “Extreme Risk” category, according to the Oregon Health Authority. The current restrictions in 
Marion County prohibit all indoor dining and limit indoor personal gatherings to 6 people or two households. 
Yet, as a middle school teacher, transitioning to in-person learning means I would see four different groups of 
25+ students for 60 minutes at a time every single day. This equates to being exposed to upwards of 100 
households each day. I am struggling to see how this is safe for my health, having taken every precaution and 
consistently following the safety guidelines put out by the CDC and OHA, unlike some of the members of the 
board. If the members of the board cannot be bothered to follow the protocols, how can I trust all of my 
students and their families to follow these same restrictions? 
 
I have been a SKSD teacher for the entirety of my 14 year career. I am also a product of this district and live in 
this community. This school district is my home and I choose to teach here because I love it. However, if forced 
to choose between a job that I love and the health of myself or my family - my family will win every time. I urge 
you to keep the health and safety of the Salem-Keizer School employees, students and their families at the 
forefront of every decision you make about the return to school. It is not safe to open our school buildings, not 
yet. 
  



Public Comment: 
●  - 3.a Spotlights 
●  - 4.a Student-led Task Force on SROs 
● Against/Contra - 4.b Ready School Safe Learners – Return to School Update 
●  - 6.a Appoint Student Advisor to the School Board 
●  - 6.b Approve Renewal of Valley Inquiry Charter School (VICS) 
●  - 7. Consent Calendar  
●  - 8.a Optimum Learning Environmental (OLE) Charter School Renewal  
●  - 8.b OSBA Resolution 
●  - 8.b Change Board Elections to By-zone System 
●  - 9.a Executive Limitation 7 Budgeting/Financial Planning 
●  - 9.b Executive Limitation 8 Financial Administration 
●  - 9.c Superintendent Evaluation Process 
●  - 10.a Valley Inquiry Charter School Renewal 
●  11. Information/Standard Reports 

 
 
Christopher Best 
Parent / Padre de familia 
Salem 
 
I think it is important we keep in mind the unique challenges facing us. Marion County has been consistently 
amongst the worst counties in Oregon for COVID metrics since the start of the pandemic--seemingly due to 
poor compliance with public health directives. It's unfair to expect our children to consistently maintain safe 
behaviors in public when the adults around them apparently can't manage it themselves.  
Recently we have broken records on daily infection totals multiple times and our positivity rates are often in the 
double digits. Within the past month there have been days where the county's daily infections were almost five 
times the amount we had back in August, when the decision was made not to return to in-person schooling.  
Even ignoring the statistical realities for our county, there is the point that my daughter's school (and I imagine 
many others) is not even capable of meeting the CDC's guidelines on safe reopening. The age of the building 
and its lack of proper ventilation has been a problem for years. But it's one thing when that means the 
classrooms are over 90 degrees in the last few weeks of school. It's an entirely different thing when the lack of 
ventilation means there is no way to remove dangerous viral aerosols. 
Even if you're willing to ignore the danger to our children's physical health posed by the virus, consider the 
mental damage they will suffer when a teacher or relative dies to COVID transmitted by a classmate (or 
themselves). Sentencing them to a lifetime of guilt unnecessarily, when the end of all this is in sight seems 
cruel. 
And speaking of the end: The school year is already half over. We have finally begun vaccination. We have a 
choice now between rushing back in for dubious benefit and increased risk, or making the best of our bad 
situation and staying safe until the Fall, when (hopefully) due to vaccine rollouts we will be in a much better 
position and can return to in-person schooling with gusto.  
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Caryn Connolly 
SKEA 
Salem 
 
Superintendent Perry and members of the school board, 
 
My name is Caryn Connolly.  I am a teacher in the district and a member of the Oregon Education Association. 
I am writing in support of the resolution to change how Salem Keizer School Board members are elected.  As a 
social studies teacher I teach my students about representative democracy and it has never made sense to me 
that our school board members must live in the zone they represent but yet are elected at-large.  This process 
is counterintuitive to me and has severely failed our students and community.  
 
By electing our board at-large we are creating unnecessary barriers for working class people and BIPOC 
communities from running and holding school board positions.  We need Salem Keizer School Board elections 
to go from at-large to by Zone.  We need a school board that accurately reflects the community it serves and is 
accountable to the neighborhoods and schools in their zones.   Each neighborhood should be able to pick the 
candidates of their choice- this currently does not happen.   When people don’t feel their votes are being 
heard, they are less likely to turn out. 
 
The last several elections have also been quite expensive due to this system of voting.  Serving on the school 
board should not be cost prohibitive.  School board elections unfortunately have a lower than average voter 
turnout which makes campaigning even more challenging. 
 
By changing from an at-large system to deciding by zone we will make our democracy stronger and more 
representative of the schools and neighborhoods in the zones.  I believe we need to ensure that we have a 
school board that reflects the students it serves and gives a voice to our historically marginalized communities 
and communities of color. 
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Lori I Cain 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Salem 
 
 
 
In response to the recent announcement from Governor Kate Brown, which allows each school district to make 
its own decision in returning to in-person instruction.  
 
I have some questions to consider in the decision to send educators and students back to school during a 
Pandemic, which is far from contained. 
 
Why are schools not following expectations for restaurants and gyms? 
 
Students will be in the same area for six hours or more. How are you ensuring each school has proper 
ventilation? 
How are you ensuring cohorts will not intermingle? 
 
The board, a cohort of less than 10 meets via zoom, Why are you expecting teachers to meet in person with 
upwards of 25 students? 
 
How will you protect student's families, who may live in very unstable living conditions? 
 
Wasn't the purpose of closing schools to flatten the curve? 
How is it responsible to subject our hospitals to a possible onslaught of COVID cases? 
 
Do we even have the manpower to ensure safety protocols? 
Providence Health and Services had to close an entire unit due to a COVID outbreak and, "  A total of 158 staff 
and patients have contracted COVID-19 at Salem Hospital since June. Nearly 90 have been infected at Good 
Shepherd Hospital in Hermiston since summer. Mercy Medical Center in Roseburg has reported 61 COVID 
cases since summer,"(U.S. News: Jan. 8, 2021). 



 
I urge you to consider Science as you choose. Current metrics state that Hybrid Learning can occur when 
there are 200 known cases per 100,000 people. For the week of Dec 20 - Jan 2, there were 563 confirmed 
cases per 100,000.  Marion County is still in the “Extreme Risk” category, per the state Coronavirus website.  
 
A new variant exists that is 50 percent more contagious and spreading rapidly (CDRP - UM).  "A variant that is 
more transmissible will increase the death toll simply because it will spread faster and infect more people, 
(NYTIMES). 
 
Please consider the consequences of ignoring science and forging ahead.  
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Robert J Glasgow 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Keizer 
 
Esteemed Superintendent Perry and Members of the Salem Keizer School Board: 
 
My name is Robert J Glasgow.  I’m an educator in the Salem Keizer School District and a member of the 
Oregon Education Association.  
 
I also serve on the Oregon Education Association Board of Directors representing OEA members of the Salem 
Keizer School District.   As an OEA Board Director, I have the privilege of being a participant and witness to 
democracy in action.  I see diverse viewpoints from across the state come together to form policies that will 
benefit the members as a whole.  
 
Currently, I do not perceive zone specific representation happening on the Salem Keizer School Board.  The 
“at large” method of electing members does not permit constituents to choose representation based on the 
area where they reside.  
 
The Salem Keizer School Board elections have had huge amounts of outside money pour into campaigns 
based on single issues.  Additionally, historically marginalized voices have been repeatedly silenced by having 
outside community members vote for candidates in all zones.  
 
It doesn’t make sense to allow outside voices to alter the will of the people living in a given zone.  Although 
closely linked, people residing in Salem do not vote for the mayor of Keizer.  People that reside in Keizer do 
not vote for the mayor of Salem. People vote for leaders that represent their area.  The same should be true for 
the school board. 
 
Please support the proposal to change the election process from “at large” to “in-zone” voting for the future 
election of school board members. 
 
Thank you 



Robert J Glasgow  
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Sheila Morales 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Keizer 
 
Salem-Keizer School Board, 
I am submitting this letter of great concern, fear, and anxiousness about the announcement to move forward 
with the opening of schools( February). The immense worry that I have for myself and family, colleagues, 
students, and their families, and the community is far greater than this letter will put into words. Please read 
through the concerns that I have: 
What happens to the students that choose not to come back, but aren’t on EDGE? Will EDGE transfers be 
reopened? 
What is a bus driver supposed to do if a student refuses to wear a mask after being picked up by the bus? 
They can’t tell the student to get off the bus. They can’t monitor who is wearing a mask or staying in their 
assigned space 
Will a substitute teacher be designated for each cohort in each school? What will happen when teachers use 
their sick days, leave, etc. instead of teaching in a physical classroom? Who will fill in? 
 Teachers and other school staff should not be faced with the decision of staying in their chosen profession 
and getting sick and dying versus having to leave the profession they have dedicated their lives to. 
Current metrics state that Hybrid Learning can occur when there are 200 known cases per 100,000 people. For 
the week of Dec 20 - Jan 2, there were 563 confirmed cases per 100,000.  Marion County is still in the 
“Extreme Risk” category, per the state Coronavirus website. The current restrictions in Marion County prohibit 
all indoor dining and limit personal gatherings to 6 people or two households indoors. Yet, for me as a middle 
school teacher, I am expected to see 25 students from 25 separate households for 60 minutes at a time, then 
repeat that up to 4 times each day. 
 Please consider all aspects and scenarios of returning to in-person learning prematurely. As educators, we 
face challenges every day; however, we continue to thrive and push through.  Please do not add to the 
challenges and force us to make a decision that could be costly. 
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Emily Terry 
Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 
Salem 
 
Hello, I’m a Mexican American born and raised in Salem - and a proud NSHS alumni. I’m writing in support of 
the removal of SROs from the Salem-Keizer school system. While I know that’s not a voting item, and you’re 
choosing instead to make children continue to be in uncomfortable situations by facing their abusers (SROs) - I 
fully support having a student led board to review all SRO actions so long as that board actually holds merit. 
You can not create a board only to ignore what comes from said board regardless of your personal beliefs. I 
know many of you have clear ties to white supremacy groups - we see you, we know you, we will continue to 
fight against you. Part of listening to said group is not comparing it to a “domestic violence victim” - that’s 
shameful and incorrect. You sign up to be a public servant, and that comes down to hearing about the ongoing 
damage and trauma you put CHILDREN through. You try to gag them and censor them. But all that does is 
make their voice louder - and show the community just how badly you’re acting within your position.  
 
I also want to say that I fully support moving the school board vote to by zone rather than collectively. You see 
primarily white dominated and rich schools making decisions for schools that do not share the same resources 
or experiences as them. As an NSHS Alumni I know first hand the inequities of school supports within 
Salem-Keizer. It’s time that minority and underserved students get to speak up, and for themselves rather than 
be silenced by the rich and pro-dominantly white community. 
 
Salem-Keizer School Board, you’re failing the students you claim to work on behalf of. And you should be 
ashamed of your ties to white supremacy and white nationalism. I understand they give you the money to keep 
living, but at what costs are you accepting that dollar?  
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Haley Wilkerson 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Wilsonville 
 
Salem Keizer School Board,  
 
As an SKPS educator and advocate for students, families, and staff, I feel strongly that returning to in-person 
learning so soon will have irreparable consequences.  
 
We know that the virus disproportionately affects the health outcomes of low-income communities and 
communities of color. Christy Perry was nominated for Superintendent of the Year because of her work in 
support of equity. However, opening schools prematurely creates a glaring equity issue.  
 
Research from the Kaiser Family Foundation found that “more than 1 in 3 American Indian non-elderly adults 
and more than 1 in 4 Black non-elderly adults are at higher risk of serious illness if infected with coronavirus, 
compared to about 1 in 5 White adults.” Promoting land acknowledgments and anti-racist discourse rings 
hollow if we are not willing to protect the lives of our American Indian and Black families. Further, “more than 1 
in 3 non-elderly adults with household incomes below $15k are at higher risk of serious illness if infected with 
coronavirus, compared to about 1 in 7 adults with household incomes greater than $50k.”  
 
As a teacher at a Title I school, I am baffled that the district is considering opening schools before community 
spread is contained. Consider how this decision will affect students with limited access to health insurance or 
transportation to testing sites and medical offices. How will this impact students who live in apartments, 
multi-family households, or transitional housing where space is limited and contact with others may not be 
easily avoided? We have many students who live in multi-generational households or single-parent 
households. Is learning in-person worth risking the safety of our students’ only caregivers or the most 
vulnerable members of their families?  
 
Returning to school before it's safe sends a clear message to teachers, students, and families that the health 
and safety of our community is a lesser priority than political favor. 
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Holly E Carter 
Parent / Padre de familia 
Salem 
 
I am writing once again to add my voice to the many students who have spoken out in favor of removing SROs 
from SK's schools. There has been far too much equivocation, gaslighting, and outright avoidance on the part 
of the School Board. Enough is enough! Do your jobs, listen to the students you are supposed to serve, and 
take action! Students have told you how the presence of SROs sows fear, not safety. How it impedes learning 
and a sense of belonging in our schools. How it perpetuates a racist system that continues to oppress our 
communities of color. Stop being hypocrites who talk about equity out of one side of your  mouth while 
continuing to uphold policies that create persisting inequities.  
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Sarah Rohrs 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Salem 
 
I am submitting comments on two agenda items  
1. Agenda 4a - Report on the Student-led Task Force on SROs - I disagree with the recommendation of this 
task force to not remove School Resource Officers from schools. I continue to stand in solidarity with Latinos 
Unidos Siempre (LULS) and many others in the community who call for the removal of SROs from schools, 
and for funding for police be used for counseling and other services that benefit youth, not criminalize them. 
The task force recommendation does not reflect input from LUS which has the most experience and 
knowledge of this issue. Countless studies have shown the SROs unfairly targets students of color, beginning 
as early as kindergarten, and leads to the school-to-prison pipeline.  
2. Agenda item 8b - Resolution to support a change in board member election system format from at-large to 
by-zone. I support this change as a more fair and equitable manner to elect board members representing the 
communities from which they live and are elected.  
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Dean Wright 
SKEA 
Salem 
 
I’m Dean Wright, and I’m an educator in this district and a member of the Salem-Keizer Education Association. 
I support the resolution to have Salem-Keizer School Board Elections to go from at-Large to by Zone. As 
someone who has moved to Salem for work and has fallen in love with this city, I never know which School 
Board Member represents me unless I go and look it up. School Board Members don’t have to campaign in 
their desired school zone and this has created a problem in which our community is not represented on The 
School Board. I am a social studies educator and I teach students how we live in a representative democracy, 
or a republic. That means that our elected leaders represent the people who voted them into office, and 
currently right now, there is a large number of individuals who are simply not represented.  
 
When people don’t feel their votes are being heard, they are less likely to turn out. Latinx students make up 42 
percent of the student body. Yet, turnout was only 2 percent this last election for Latinx voters (despite being 
10 percent voters) moving to electing school board members by zone means campaign funds could be used to 
get out the voters in their zones, NOT the entire district. Keeping candidates more accountable to 
neighborhoods and schools in their zones. Every zone is Salem-Keizer has unique challenges, every school 
has different hardships, strengths, and weaknesses, we need our school board members to be accountable to 
the schools and neighborhoods in their zones.  
 
We also suggest that the language specify what communities the resolution is referring to. Our organizations 
would like to ensure Individual communities means BIPOC communities. If there are efforts to redraw zone 
lines, Latinx/a/os should be a community of interest, and deeply engaged in the process.  
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Daniel M Potter  
Parent / Padre de familia 
Keizer 
 
Dear School Board and Superintendent, 
 
I am writing in strong support of changing the way school board elections are held for our Salem-Keizer district. 
The current “at-large” method doesn’t allow for adequate representation of BIPOC and other communities on 
our school board. It has also led to expenses for school board races to be ridiculously high (as many of you 
know all to well).  
 
Please change the method for election to be only by the district the board member would represent. This will 
really allow for more access and a greater diversity of candidates. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Daniel M Potter 
Parent of two SKPS students 
Keizer, OR 
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Kelsey Miller 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Salem 
 
I am writing today in support of the proposal to change our school board elections from being "at large" to "by 
zone". As a district employee and member of SKEA and OEA, as well as a community member, I believe this is 
an important step for diversifying our school board and ensuring that board members who are elected are 
elected by those they will be representing. In previous years, school board members have spent tens of 
thousands of dollars on their campaigns, gaining support from parts of the community they do not represent. I 
believe moving to an election system that is "by zone" will encourage deeper local participation in these 
elections, diversify the candidate pools, and also provide a stronger voice to our BIPOC communities among 
our school board. Thank you for considering increasing the equity of voice for our community at large in our 
diverse and growing school district. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kelsey Miller 
Salem Resident 
SKSD Educator 
SKEA Member & Building Representative 
OEA Member & Elected Delegate 
NEA Member & Elected Delegate 
  



Public Comment: 
●  - 3.a Spotlights 
●  - 4.a Student-led Task Force on SROs 
●  - 4.b Ready School Safe Learners – Return to School Update 
●  - 6.a Appoint Student Advisor to the School Board 
●  - 6.b Approve Renewal of Valley Inquiry Charter School (VICS) 
●  - 7. Consent Calendar  
●  - 8.a Optimum Learning Environmental (OLE) Charter School Renewal  
●  - 8.b OSBA Resolution 
● For/Para - 8.b Change Board Elections to By-zone System 
●  - 9.a Executive Limitation 7 Budgeting/Financial Planning 
●  - 9.b Executive Limitation 8 Financial Administration 
●  - 9.c Superintendent Evaluation Process 
●  - 10.a Valley Inquiry Charter School Renewal 
●  11. Information/Standard Reports 

 
 
Kelsey Miller 
District Staff / Personal del distrito 
Salem 
 
I am writing today in support of the proposal to change our school board elections from being "at large" to "by 
zone". As a district employee and member of SKEA and OEA, as well as a community member, I believe this is 
an important step for diversifying our school board and ensuring that board members who are elected are 
elected by those they will be representing. In previous years, school board members have spent tens of 
thousands of dollars on their campaigns, gaining support from parts of the community they do not represent. I 
believe moving to an election system that is "by zone" will encourage deeper local participation in these 
elections, diversify the candidate pools, and also provide a stronger voice to our BIPOC communities among 
our school board. Thank you for considering increasing the equity of voice for our community at large in our 
diverse and growing school district. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kelsey Miller 
Salem Resident 
SKSD Educator 
SKEA Member & Building Representative 
OEA Member & Elected Delegate 
NEA Member & Elected Delegate 
  



Public Comment: 
●  - 3.a Spotlights 
●  - 4.a Student-led Task Force on SROs 
● For/Para - 4.b Ready School Safe Learners – Return to School Update 
●  - 6.a Appoint Student Advisor to the School Board 
●  - 6.b Approve Renewal of Valley Inquiry Charter School (VICS) 
●  - 7. Consent Calendar  
●  - 8.a Optimum Learning Environmental (OLE) Charter School Renewal  
●  - 8.b OSBA Resolution 
●  - 8.b Change Board Elections to By-zone System 
●  - 9.a Executive Limitation 7 Budgeting/Financial Planning 
●  - 9.b Executive Limitation 8 Financial Administration 
●  - 9.c Superintendent Evaluation Process 
●  - 10.a Valley Inquiry Charter School Renewal 
●  11. Information/Standard Reports 

 
 
Jenny Fessler  
Parent / Padre de familia 
Keizer 
 
How is the school board taking into account the wishes of parents and students on returning to schools? How 
is the school board encouraging individual schools to work collaboratively with parents and/or students on 
plans for in person school? How does the school board weigh the personal opinions of school employees on 
opening in person school and remaining in CDL?  
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Reyna Lopez 
Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 
Salem 
 
Chair Chandragiri, Co-Chair Bethell,  
Members of the School Board,  
 
As a product of Salem-Keizer Schools, and as a concerned community member, and leader of a farmworker 
organization, with deep roots in the mid-Willamette valley - PCUN would like to go on the record in support 
moving our electoral system from at-large to by zone.  
 
When people don’t feel their votes are being heard, they are less likely to turn out. Latinx students make up 42 
percent of the student body. Yet, turnout was only 2 percent this last school board election for Latinx voters 
(despite being 10 percent voters) moving to electing school board members by zone means campaign funds 
could be used to get out the voters in their zones, NOT the entire district. Keeping candidates more 
accountable to neighborhoods and schools in their zones.  
 
 
This shift is a step in the right direction, although - it will also not be enough to change some of the inequities in 
Salem Keizer. We hope the school board will pass the resolution TODAY, and continue to work with the 
community to find solutions that will make our democratic process stronger for black and indigenous people of 
color living in Salem Keizer district.  
 
Please consider supporting resolution 202021-3, and take a step forward in a more equitable democracy.  
 
Please do not stop there - with the new Oregon Voting Rights Act - community members can work with school 
board members to continue to bring solutions to the table. Passing this Resolution today will not trigger a 
Voting Rights Act process based on the bill language (PCUN was deeply engaged in the process of cultivating 
this policy). But community members are extremely concerned that the board has not done enough to change 
these structures.  
 



 
Reyna Lopez 
Executive Director of PCUN 
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Mark Atkinson 
Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 
Salem 
 
Thank you for providing this opportunity to speak in favor of changing the school board elections to zones.  I 
have been a member of this community for almost 30 years.  I have been fortunate to live in several of the 
varied school board zones.  I have always been frustrated by the election process, all of Salem votes for all the 
zones.  Please consider voting yes for this change.  Again, Thank you for providing this opportunity and I 
strongly urge each individual board member vote yes. 
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Carla Loecke 
Parent / Padre de familia 
Salem 
 
My name is Carla Loecke and I am a parent of two children in the Salem-Keizer School district, one in 
kindergarten and another in 4th grade. I have been following the activities of the school board over the past 
several months with concern, and am writing today to express my support for a change to the system for 
electing members to the school board. 
 
I work in the field of school health and wellness, and one thing that the research tells us is that family and 
community involvement is a critical protective factor for student well-being. By making a change to the school 
board election process, Salem-Keizer School District will send a message to its students, families, and 
communities that their participation and representation is important, valued, and prioritized. 
 
Currently, school board members must live in the zone they represent, but are elected at-large. This system is 
antiquated and deserves to be updated. In the same way it doesn’t make sense for city councilors to be 
elected at large, our school board should consist of directors who not only reside in the zone they represent, 
but are also elected by those who live there. This would provide more equitable representation on the school 
board. In a community as large and diverse as Salem-Keizer, the ramifications of such a change are 
significant. The district serves a diverse student body, and all students and families deserve to see themselves 
represented on the school board. 
 
In addition to creating a board that more adequately represents the community, the process of running for 
school board would become more accessible to a more diverse pool of candidates. Eliminating the need to 
campaign across the entire Salem-Keizer community, candidates could focus on their neighbors and 
immediate community members. This would decrease both the time and funding required to run an effective 
campaign, and would likely result in a more informed and involved electorate. 
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Cyndi Swaney 
SKEA 
Keizer 
 
We need Salem-Keizer School Board Elections to go from at-Large to by Zone. Voting by zone allows equity in 
representation of the schools and neighborhoods in each zone. 
Changing the way school board members are elected would ensure historically marginalized communities, and 
communities of color are heard and represented with equity. Every zone is unique, and we need our school 
board members to be accountable to the schools and neighborhoods in their individual zones.  
Neighborhoods should be able to pick the candidates of their choice that they feel best represents them. 
 
Please change elections to be by Zone. 
 


