
Salem-Keizer Board Meeting 

Public Comment – July 1, 2020 

 

Evan Sorce 

Please do not elect Mr. Lipold as the next Chair of the School Board. The Superintendent, students, staff, 

and community supports Director Blasi and want her to be the next chair. Please do the right thing and 

elect someone that can restore the public trust in this body. 

 

Stacey Jochimsen 

Mr. Lippold is not fit to chair the Salem-Keizer School Board. SKSD is the second home of a student body 

of 42,000 diverse and wonderful kids. Mr. Lippold found Paul Kyllo's blackface to be so entertaining - he 

laughed heartily at the meeting and then posted about it on his own social media. None of you, with the 

sole exception of Sheronne Blasi, are fit to be on this board much less chair it.  

SKSD's BIPOC students are not safe with this board and they are not safe with Mr. Lippold chairing it. 

 

Julianne C. Patton 

I oppose the election of Jesse Lipold to be the next Chair of the Mr. Lipold is a radical right-winger who 

laughed at Paul Kyllo's blackface and though it was funny enough to post about the next day. He also 

does not have the experience to lead the school board through these challenging times and be the 

leader needed to regain to restore the public trust. I oppose the election of an inexperienced and clearly 

racist individual to lead the school board. 

 

Brooke Edmunds 

Marty Heyen is not acceptable to serve as the chair of the Salem Keizer School Board. She has 

repeatedly demonstrated a lack of leadership abilities in the face of tough challenges and major 

concerns from parents and students.  

 

Marty Heyen's continued presence on the school board is a distraction to the important work that needs 

to be done regarding racial justice and the health situation. As a parent of two SKSD students I call on 

Marty Heyen to resign from the board. 

 

Eddie Maestas 

I request Director Chandragiri replace Director Heyen as Chairperson, and Director Blasi replace Director 

Lippold as Vice Chairperson. Both of Chandragiri and Blasi have proven to represent all SKSD students 



my best interests, whereas Director Kyllo, Heyen, and Lippold have demonstrated a history of racial bias 

that is both abhorrent, deconstructive to student personhood, future potential, and disgraceful 

leadership. 

 

Nick Eustrom 

My name is Nick Eustrom and I am a parent of a Salem-Keizer student. I am writing to urge everyone to 

vote for Director Blasi to be the next Chairperson of the Salem-Keizer School Board.  

Director Blasi is a proven leader, one of the longest tenured members of the board, and would represent 

a must needed change in direction for the board. For those who have been actually listening to the the 

public comments and the petitions circulating, I think it's obvious a change is needed.  

Thank you for your time, and the opportunity to comment.  

Sincerely, 

Nick 

 

Kameron Monk 

Complacency with white supremacy is complacency with racism, corruption, and the school to prison 

pipeline.  

Heyen and Kyllo are disgraces to the institutions they are supposed to uphold and represent.  

Get CROs, Heyen and Kyllo out of school. 

 

Michelle Pegler 

I strongly advocate for Marty Heyen to be replaced as chair. She has close affiliations with white 

supremacists and is in denial about what the 3 percenters organization stands for. She has shown 

indifference to people raising these concerns in the past and refuses to admit fault in any way. She 

cannot be in a position of power for our children's education, it's unacceptable. 

 

Margaret Stephens 

I support Director Blasi for Chair. I oppose Jesse Lippold for Chair, co-Chair or member of the Board: he 

found Paul Kyllo's blackface amusing during the meeting and posted about it on Facebook the next day. 

He does not have the experience to lead the school board; the blackface incident proves his insensitivity 

and ignorance, for one thing. 

 

Roberta Cade 



I would like Mr Lipold to be removed from consideration for S-K School Board Chair. His reaction to 

black-face at the recent meeting was disgusting, despicable and disturbing. Ms Blasi has shown she has 

the ability to be Chair, and the intention to be inclusive and fair. Thank you for listening. 

 

Katelyn Leggett 

I oppose Mr. Lipold's candidacy due to his racist and divisive social media posts. He is not someone we 

want representing our schools or community. I am supporting Director Blasi for the chair position. Thank 

you. 

 

Alan Scott 

I support the election of Director Blasi as Board Chair. I also support the recall of Kyllo and Heyen. We 

need Board members that understand and are sensitive to students of color. My cousin Harry W. Scott 

would be appalled at the direction his school Board has taken. 

 

Che Gilson 

Mr. Lipold is a radical right-winger who laughed at Paul Kyllo's blackface and though it was funny enough 

to post about the next day. He also does not have the experience to lead the school board through these 

challenging times and be the leader needed to regain to restore the public trust.  

Salem is a laughing stock, making national news for the shenanigans of it's racist school board and these 

are wrongs that need to be righted. 

 

Ray Quisenberry 

I oppose the election of Jesse Lipold as Chair of the Salem Keizer School Board. The fact that he laughed 

at Mr. Kyllo's black face stunt by itself should disqualify him, but when trying to explain his actions at a 

subsequent meeting, he said that he is much more attuned to slights again Native American than he is 

to racist actions towards African Americans. That shows he still doesn't understand. He needs to be 

aware and willing to stand up to protect every American. We can't trust him to be an advocate for all 

students if he only sees them selectively.  

In addition, why is Mr. Kyllo still on the board? Almost anyone else in the community would be better a 

better fit for that position. 

 

Paul D Krissel 

I strongly urge the Board to elect Sheronne Blasi as chair. She has consistently stood up for justice for 

students of color in our district and was the lone voice urging the board to oppose previous anti-

immigrant ballot measures which threatened the health and safety of students and their families. She is 



committed to advancing and building upon the Equity Lens, which is so important in a district where the 

faculty and administrators do not mirror the student demographics. Nor does the Board. Demonstrate 

that you are ready to advance racial justice and stand up for our students of color, and hear their voices. 

Elect Sheronne Blasi as board chair. 

 

Jesus Arellano 

With everything that is going on with the murdering and policing of our black community, the Salem-

Keizer Board needs to make sure that the person elected for the vice chair is someone who represents 

the community they serve. Change needs to happen in the Salem-Keizer school district and it cannot 

wait. You all are supposed to represent all of our students not just the white students. If you cannot 

choose someone who is understanding and is from our community when it's time to vote for new school 

board members, we will replace you with someone who is. I hope you take this into consideration. 

 

Shaelee Singer 

My name is Shaelee Singer I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Susan Callahan 

June 30, 2020 

School Board Directors and Members of the Community: 

I call for the immediate resignation of Chairperson Marty Heyen and Director Paul Kyllo for their racist 

acts. If they refuse, I support filing a recall petition for a special election. 

At the last SKPS School Board meeting, directors relayed lengthy personal narratives rather than 

amplifying the voices of the students and constituents they serve. It is telling, once again, that the 

community is afforded 'no more than one-half hour' for public address. This demonstrates a systemic 

imbalance of power which cannot be tolerated.  

More specifically, to the entire Salem-Keizer School Board, I ask:  

If we condemn racist acts in our classrooms, corridors, and cafeterias, why do we not extinguish racist 

acts in the SKPS Boardroom?  

While some directors expressed amusement with Mr. Kyllo's blackface mask by laughing, nodding, 

gesturing a thumbs-up sign, and commenting flippantly, others sat silently and enabled the racist 

behavior to continue. All of you, on screen, were complicit and demonstrated a grave lack of leadership.  



Now is the time to act with accountability on behalf of all the students and constituents you serve. This 

moment will mark your public service legacy.  

Respectfully, 

Susan D. Callahan 

SPKS Parent 

Zone 3 (Sheronne Blasi) 

 

Sylvia Jimenez 

My name is Sylvia Jimenez I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. I feel that the school board 

should reflect the diversity of it's students and families. We do not need more policing at schools but 

more importance on giving the staff and students the resources they need to be well educated. Thank 

you. 

 

Daniel M Potter 

My name is Daniel M Potter, parent in Keizer. I support appointing a school board member who will 

commit to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by 

upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the 

school board. I also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo Immediately resign 

from their positions, due to their connections and actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

Thank you. 

 

Daniel M Potter 

My name is Daniel M Potter, parent in Keizer. I support appointing a school board member who will 

commit to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by 

upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the 

school board. I also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo Immediately resign 

from their positions, due to their connections and actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

Thank you. 

 

Candace Oravetz 



My name is Candace Oravetz and I support the appointing of school board members who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous, Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. 

Active School Board members should resign from their positions, when they show connections and/or 

actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Nicole Swindle 

My name is Nicole Swindle I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board.' I 

also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Grecia Gomez 

My name is Grecia Gomez I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Valerie Brooks 

My name is Valerie Brooks, and I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color. The school board must start this work by removing 

SROs from our schools, by upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision 

they from here on out. I also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign 

from their positions, due to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

Regardless of her comments to the Salem Reporter, Marty Heyen is unfit to serve as Chair because of 

her white supremacist beliefs and ties to the alt. right. 

 

Candace Oravetz 

My name is Candace Oravetz and I support the appointing of school board members who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous, Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. 

Active School Board members should resign from their positions, when they show connections and/or 

actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Sarah Crawford 



My name is Sarah Crawford and I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy.  

 

Kira Nguyen-Manahan 

Elect Sheronne Blasi as a chairperson, and stop supporting Jesse Lippold and Marty Heyen who are both 

known to work along side white supremacists like the Proud Boys & Patriot Prayer members (this 

happened just last year at a 'free speech' event where Jesse Lippold spoke with Joey Gibson). We need a 

chairperson who will sincerely advocate Black, Indigenous, people of color, and LGBTQIA+ persons. 

Decline to challenge Sheronne Balsi as chariperson, and decline to support Marty Heyen or Jesse Lippold 

in any bids for chairperson or vice chairperson. Thank you. 

 

Gabriela Maldonado Bell 

My name is Gabriela Maldonado Bell, I support the appointing of school board member who will commit 

to standing with Black, Brown, and Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by 

upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the 

school board. To date, Marty Heyen and Jesse Lippold have both have failed to be equitable in their 

decision making and have as a result lost public trust in their ability to prioritize the needs of 

systemically marginalized students. I also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul 

Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white 

supremacy. Their continued participation in the school board speaks not to a commitment to diversity 

and equity but instead to a culture of hate and ignorance. 

 

James S. Jamieson 

My name is Jim Jamieson and I'm the parent of a student who graduated in 2019 after attending K-12th 

grade in the Salem Keizer School District. My younger son is also a student in our district, having 

attended 1st-5th grades and registered for attendance this fall. Both of my sons identify as people of 

color. I also have three grandchildren, all people of color, who are in the S-K system. I am writing to call 

for the replacement of the current chair person(Marty Hayen) and board member, Paul Kyllo due to 

their compromised behavior in relation to race. Furthermore, please discontinue the presence of the 

armed police officers on our campuses. This presence has been nothing other than intimidating and 

threatening to my students and their friends. Our students cannot be safe while armed people continue 

to be stationed at their schools. 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Laura M Adams 



My name is Laura and I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing 

with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial 

justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I also 

demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. I also demand the 

resignation of Jesse Lippold who as recently as two weeks ago was interacting with transphobic 

Facebook posts, laughing at "the absurdity of transgender ideology". These are not people who can 

effectively support our most vulnerable students. 

 

matthew colin cole 

Good afternoon. My name is Colin Cole, and I am a PhD Candidate in Education with a focus on 

Language, Equity, and Educational Policy at OSU. I, along with many members of the community, 

demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions 

immediately due to their connections and actions that support and uphold white supremacy. The time is 

now. What messages are we sending to the youth in our schools, and their families, by tolerating this 

type of behavior.  

We support the appointing of school board members who will commit to standing with Black, 

Indigenous, and Queer students of color by removing SROs from our schools, by upholding racial justice, 

and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. Let us truly 

work together for structural change that finally, FINALLY ends white supremacy in our schools. 

Otherwise, as Dr. Bettina Love says, we are merely managing inequity rather than removing the barriers 

that our students face. The time is now. The community is organizing and working for this. Let us work 

together. 

 

Katharine Moore 

I am a parent of 2 students currently in SKSD as well as a parent of a graduate and an alumni myself. I 

have lived in Salem for my entire life and been an active volunteer in the schools as well as the broader 

community. The current chair & vice chair's involvement with alt right extremists as well as their lack of 

leadership around equity issues, lack of transparency, and obvious bias show that we desperately need 

new leadership that will listen to the community. Please appoint a new chair and vice chair that aren't as 

biased as the current. 

 

Lucy Partridge 

My name is Lucy Partridge and I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using equity with every decision they make at the school board. I also demand that 

School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their connections 

and actions that support and uphold white supremacy. Any board member that supports or commits 



blackface does not have the integrity or empathy required for an employee who makes decisions that 

impact young students of color every day. 

 

Austin Moore 

When teaching without giving each student the same opportunities comes to question, there is most 

likely a larger problem surrounding it. As a student of Salem Keizer School District, I would like to have 

my voice heard, and I want it to be known that I demand Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo to resign. As being 

white, I need to hold other white members of our community accountable. Thank you for 

acknowledging my word. 

 

Bethany Renata Loberg 

My name is I Bethany Renata Loberg. I grew up in Salem and graduated from North Salem High School. I 

currently work as Youth Ministries Leader at Salem Mennonite Church, and most of our youth attend 

schools in the Salem-Keizer school district. I support the appointing of school board member who will 

commit to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by 

upholding racial justice, implementing restorative justice, and by using the equity lens in every single 

decision they must make at the school board. I also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen 

and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their connections and or actions that support and 

uphold white supremacy. 

 

Lilly Gamaney 

Marty Heyen, Danielle Bethell, Kathy Goss, Jesse Lippold, and Paul Kyllo have all shown serious disregard 

and served insincere lip service to students and their families regarding the use of School Resource 

Officers in SKS, revealing their deep ignorance regarding issues of racial justice-- an inappropriate trait 

for anyone working to direct the operation of our schools. None of these members should be considered 

for officer roles on the board and should also consider resigning their seats. Not one of them has shown 

that they possess the skills or character necessary to lead a diverse school district like ours through a 

time like this. I am ashamed of their defensive, self-serving behavior and their cowardly, insincere 

apologies. If they want to learn to be better, they should go do that somewhere where they're not at 

risk of harming our kids with their ignorance. 

 

Levi Herrera-Lopez 

Chair Heyen, Vice-Chair Lippold, Board of Directors, 

My name is Levi Herrera-Lopez. The culture of disregard on this School Board for the voices of those 

most vulnerable in our community comes straight from the top.  



The youth of LUS have been coming before this Board for nearly four years, and previous generations 

have been coming to previous Boards for twenty years. Still this is not enough for some to acknowledge 

their existence. 

I am writing to ask that both Director Heyen and Director Lippold step down from leadership. The both 

of them allowed and normalized Director Kylo's wearing of the face of a Black man, apparently, to mock 

an action to be taken by the Board in the interest of public health. This is the epitome of Blackface. For 

their actions neither one should be rewarded with a position of leadership on the School Board.  

Furthermore, Directors Heyen and Kylo both should step down from the Board, altogether, as a way to 

start the healing of our community.  

Every voice in our community should be valued, specially those with whom we might disagree. Under 

this leadership, the Board will continue to disregard the voices of youth of color and LGBTQIA+ youth.  

Thank you 

 

Kristen L Wilson 

My name is Kristen Wilson. My children attended schools in the SK school district and I am a current 

resident of Salem. I support the appointment of school board members who will commit to standing 

with Black and Indigenous Students of Color by removing SROs from our schools; upholding racial 

justice; supporting curricula that teaches national and world history through an equity lens; and 

promoting anti-racist policy in all SKSD decision making.  

I also demand the resignation of School Board Chair Marty Heyen due to her connections with white 

supremacy organizations, and board member Paul Kyllo due to his unacceptable behavior at the March 

2020 virtual board meeting.  

I endorse Sheronne Blasi to replace Heyen as Chair. 

Thank you, 

Kristen Wilson 

 

Charles Wynns 

My name is Charles Wynns, I support the appointing of school board members who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board.' I 

also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy.'  

Charles Wynns3347 Ratcliff Ln SESalem, OR 97301 

 

Michael Pollard 



I strongly support the demand for Marty Heyen's resignation. She is 

associated with racist groups and therefore cannot be trusted to work for equity for  

all students. Anyone elected to be the chair and vice chair must commit to equity for all students and 

must be trusted and held accountable. The metric should equally apply to all board members. 

 

Lauren Jane Ferrell 

My name is Lauren, and as an educator, community member, and ally, I support the appointing of 

school board members who will commit to standing with students of color by removing SROs out of our 

schools, by upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they make as 

members of the School Board. I also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo 

resign from their positions, due to their connections and actions that support and uphold white 

supremacy. The School Board should reflect the families it is meant to serve and protect its most 

vulnerable students. You have failed to do so. Please, do the right thing for our students and resign. 

 

Delana Beaton 

This statement is in support of Sharone Blasi becoming chairperson of the  

Salem-Keizer Public Schools board of education. Sharone has given years of service to district 24J, 

particularly service to the most needy students. She has excellent skills in communication, mediation, 

management, and leadership. 

 

Melissa Fey 

Racism and those who would deny it's effects have no place on the SK School Board. We need leaders 

who will protect ALL of our students. I call for the removal of Kyllo, Heyen, and Lippold who have 

blatantly demonstrated despicable racist behaviors as well as laughed and supported those behaviors. 

The ONLY option for chair is Sheronne Blasi, who has the intelligence, heart, and guts to move the Board 

forward with integrity and with the best interest of all students in mind. We can do better and we must 

to better. Allowing Kyllo, Heyen, and Lippold to remain on the school board is COMPLIANCE WITH 

BLATANT RACISM. 

 

Grace Anabel LaDuca 

My name is Grace LaDuca. I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. Representatives for the 



school district should care deeply about the interests the students. Positive changes need to be made 

now. 

 

Rita Glass 

ASK ESP does not support the 2020-21 candidacy or appointment of Jesse Lippold for Salem Keizer 

School District School Board Chair or Vice Chair.  

Thank you. 

 

Ana Karen Padilla Leanos 

I don't really have much to say other than, Do what's right. If you failed when everyone was depending 

on you then do what's right. 

 

Lynn Ellen Freitas 

I am writing to express my support for Sheronne Blasi as the board's new chair. Her values and priorities 

align better than Mr. Lippolds's with those of the Salem-Keizer community, and she has advocated for 

marginalized students, whose voices Director Heyden has consistently ignored. I realize school board 

positions are nominally non-partisan, but politics cannot be separated from worldview and ethical 

values. I do not trust a self-described "moderate" like Mr Lippold to represent the values of our 

community or serve the interests of our diverse student body. 

 

Marianne Freeborn 

To the board:  

We have the most diverse school district in the state of Oregon. Seven people are responsible for 

decisions that affect thousands of students with diverse cultures, ethnicities, sexual orientation, etc.  

It is imperative that leadership is actively seeking input from all perspectives, and utilized input to 

ensure the success of every student. Leaders must equally advocate for students regardless of their own 

personal beliefs and backgrounds.  

I have worked with an AfterSchool program in our district for the past three years, and while the school 

staff I have encountered are fierce, dedicated advocates for their students, it is still evident that 

students in marginalized groups face additional obstacles to their education. 

The current board chair has shown not only like indifference towards marginalized students, but a 

distinct preference towards perspectives shag mirror her own. Our youth deserve an advocate who is 

fearlessly outspoken and actively working for each of them.  

Thank you for your time. 



 

Sharlee Blackwell 

My name is Sharlee Blackwell. I am writing because our school board does not reflect the community. I 

support the appointing of school board chairperson and vice chair who will commit to standing with 

Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial justice, and 

by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I also demand that 

School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their connections 

and/or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Raven Harkins 

I support the removal of Mrs. Heyen as SKPS Board Chair. 

Mr. Heyen and her husband are connected to extremist groups and people. During the last board 

meeting, after listening to a very articulate testimony by the Director of Latinos Unidos Siempre, Mrs. 

Heyen responded "I hope [name] is listening, he is a *very black* guy, and I'm sure he'll be surprised to 

know he's a white supremist [sic]". Her response, using a "token African American person" as an 

example of how the III% is not a racist anti-government militia group clearly highlights how 

unsophisticated her understanding of complex issues is, and it is proof that she is unfit for this important 

position. 

It was also embarrassing to hear Mrs. Heyen try to pronounce Breonna Taylor's and Ahmaud Arbery's 

names during her statement, it did not sound as though she said those names out loud before she was 

forced to in public. 

I would like to add that while I support Mrs. Heyen's stepping down from her position as Chair, this is 

not enough. I demand, and would expect at this point, that she completely resigns from the board. 

There is no place for racism and this level of ignorance on any school board anywhere. 

 

Andrea Heywood 

Both Marty Heyen and vice chair Jesse Lippold are unfit to serve any position of authority on our school 

board. 

To support students of color in the Salem Keizer School District I am in favor of assigning someone that 

has actually stood up to white supremacy and that supports the removal of SROs in our schools. 

 

Abigail Fedor 

Blasi should be in charge 

 

R Kirk Leonard 



I support Sherrone Blasi for chair. Jesse Lippold has not had enough experience. 

 

Raven Harkins 

This is a comment about Mr Paul Kyllo. Mr Kyllo used a cutout of a face of a famous African American 

person to make a point about voting remotely during the first virtual school board meeting at the end of 

March. The point was something like "anyone can vote for you when you're voting remotely". While Mr 

Kyllo might not understand why the BIPOC Community, and many allies, have taken offense of his 

action, he might consider the fact that he chose to cover his own face with an African American persons 

face to make a point about a criminal act. Voting for someone else is a criminal act.  

There is no place for people with a very unsophisticated understanding of racism and racist acts on a 

school board. In 2020 we finally need people who think before they speak, who are able to take into 

account various point of view when they make decisions about a district where 52% of students are 

BIPOC, and who are *actively* and *professedly* anti racist.  

Therefore I urge Mr. Kyllo to resigns from the board allowing someone with an understanding of what it 

means to actively be anti-racist and who can make an effort every day to represent all students in the 

Salem-Keizer School District. 

Finally, shame on everyone else who saw this happening and decided it was funny or said nothing, it 

really speaks for your professionalism. 

 

Crystal Burgoyne 

My name is Crystal Burgoyne. I am a parent of two children enrolled in the SKSD. I support the 

appointing of school board member who will commit to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of 

color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in 

every single decision they must make at the school board. I demand that School Board members Marty 

Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their connections and or actions that support 

and uphold white supremacy. There should be no tolerance for hate. 

 

Alexis M Butzner 

As a parent of a young child soon to enter the Salem-Keizer School district, I write to demand the 

resignation of Marty Heyen and to advocate for Sherrone Blasi as the new chair. Heyen's inaction and 

inability to represent for minority students, her unwillingness to listen to students of color, and her ties 

to local militia groups all make her an unacceptable representative for children of our school district. 

Blasi, on the other hand, has shown a strong and unifying approach that is considerate of all students, 

and would make a strong leader of the Board. 

 

Katrina Carter 



My name is Katrina Carter, I am a former student of the Salem-Keizer school district and denounce the 

continued lack of racial equity in our school system. I support the appointing of school board members 

who will commit to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our 

schools, by upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make 

at the school board. I also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from 

their positions, due to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Jennifer Hiser 

The only board member I support for chairman is Director Blasi. 

 

Sarah Evans 

I am writing to urge you to choose Sheronne Blasi as the new Salem-Keizer School Board chair. As you 

have heard time and again in the past few weeks, Salem-Keizer students, parents, and teachers of color 

in our community feel unsafe and unheard, and they are particularly upset about the way Board Chair 

Heyen has not listened at all to their concerns. Heyen herself admitted to Salem Reporter this week that 

she hadn't even bothered to listen to or read the testimony submitted for the past few meetings, and 

she didn't remember hearing of Latinos Unidos Siempre, even though its members had testified at 

countless meetings. This kind of disregard has to change. We need someone like Blasi to lead the board, 

someone who is more willing to listen and take action toward equitable education. Blasi has already 

proven that she will be a better partner to communities of color, which is greatly needed considering 

the huge percentage of students of color in our schools. Blasi is also the only board member who has 

stood up to Heyen by calling for her resignation. In her letter, Blasi made it clear that the board should 

"work harder and strive to do better for our students who have been made to feel less than the amazing 

child that each one is." This is the kind of empathy and leadership that we need to direct our board and 

work hand-in-hand with our superintendent so that we can improve opportunities for all. 

 

Brett Stoner-Osborne 

My name is Brett Stoner-Osborne. I support the appointing of school board members who will commit 

to the to standing with Black, Indigenous people of color by demanding the removal of SRO's from our 

schools. I also demand the resignations of Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo from their positions on the school 

board due to their connections and/or actions that support and/or uphold white supremacy. I think 

Sheronne Blasi is the only member who has publicly opposed the racist actions taken by her fellow 

school board members and is therefore best fit for the position of chairperson. 

 

Serena Miser 

My name is Serena Miser, and I support the appointing of a school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of Color by removing SRO's out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equality lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. 



I also demand the resignation of school board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo due to their 

connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Veronica Flores 

My name is Veronica Flores I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Laurel Brown 

My name is Laurel Brown, and I'm a resident of Salem. 

I fully support the removal of School Board Chair Marty Heyen, Vice Chair Jesse Lippold, and Paul Kyllo. 

They have all failed to support Salem and Keizer students with their direct connections and actions 

upholding white supremacy, and they have continued to support the installation of SROs in schools. 

They are all a danger to the well being of Salem and Keizer students and all of them MUST resign.  

I will give my full support to a school board member who will commit themselves to standing by BIPOC 

students and who will remove SROs from all Salem and Keizer schools. It is time for the School Board to 

send a clear message on where it stands on racism, and it is time for it to stand up for its students.  

Thank you. 

 

Amie Walker 

Members of the school board should reflect both the population being served as well as the behavior 

we seek to see in our students. Please consider the message that you are sending to children and the 

community about what is and isn't acceptable behavior when making decisions such as these. 

 

Ana K Pena 

My name is Ana Pe'a and I support the appointing of a school board member who will demonstrate their 

full support of and commitment to Black, Indigenous students of color by ensuring that their voices, 

struggles, and experiences are always being listened to, validated, and taken into account every single 

time a decision is being deliberated on at the School Board, especially when it comes to removing SROs 

out of our schools. I also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from 

their positions since there has been recent proof that both have ties to, and/or act in ways that endorse, 

white supremacy. 

 



Isabela Gaupo 

Students need leadership from Board Members that respect the equity lens, uphold social justice and 

support the safety of Black and Indigenous students of color by divesting from police in our schools. It is 

important that students of color feel safe in their schools and represented by a school board that 

understands the adversity they face and works to accommodate and protect underprivileged students. 

 

Cayla Skillin-Brauchle 

I am writing to support Sheronne Blasi as the Chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board. Moreover, I call on 

Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo to resign from the School Board. Heyen and Kyllo have shown that they are 

not suited to serve the diverse students of SKPS. Our students deserve better. 

 

Andrea Smith 

Mr. Lipold is a radical right-winger who laughed at Paul Kyllo's blackface and though it was funny enough 

to post about the next day. He also does not have the experience to lead the school board through these 

challenging times and be the leader needed to regain to restore the public trust.  

The entire schoolboard needs to resign except for Blasi. Signed, a Jewish parent to a Jewish child. 

 

Heather Oswalt 

As the parent of two Black students in the district, I have long been concerned with the board's lack of 

leadership, indifference, and'at times'outright hostility to issues of racial equity. The board requires 

leaders who will address these issues in an informed, proactive manner.  

To that end, I respectfully ask that you elect Sherrone Blasi as chair of the board. I further ask that you 

decline to elect Marty Heyen, Jesse Lippold, or Paul Kyllo to the vice-chair position. 

 

Lee Ogle 

My name is Lee Ogle, and I wholeheartedly support the appointing of school board members who'll 

commit to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs from our schools, by 

upholding racial justice, & by using the lens of equity in every single decision they make at the School 

Board. I also demand that School Board members Marty Helen & Paul Kyllo resign form their positions, 

because of their connections &/or actions that support or uphold white supremacy. 

 

Harmony Burright 

I am a parent in Zone 2. At this time we need a strong leader who can help the School District address 

priority issues regarding racial justice and equity. I have been following the School Board's progress over 



the past year and have been dismayed and disheartened by dismissive and defensive behavior towards 

students and families who have been asking for change for decades. It is my understanding that Director 

Heyen will not be seeking to stay on as Chair and I agree with this decision. I do not think Director 

Lippold has the vision or experience necessary to lead the School Board, nor does he have the trust of 

the community. I strongly recommend that Director Blasi be chosen as Chair. I would also encourage a 

current School Board member to resign their position and allow for someone from an underrepresented 

community to serve on the School Board. It is disappointing that despite ~40% of our students being 

Latinx that we don't have a Latinx board member. I believe strongly in a representative government. The 

current composition of the Board is not representative and Board members need to openly 

acknowledge this an find ways to address this now and in the future. What are you doing to change the 

status quo? 

 

Alexander Korsunsky 

My name is Alex Korsunsky. I attended McKinley, Howard Street, and South. The most important thing in 

picking a new chair and vice chair is that these individuals must strongly commit to standing with Black 

students, and all students of color, by removing SROs from our schools, and ensuring that every decision 

this board makes focuses on ensuring equity for students of color. I also demand that School Board 

members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions. I don't know what's in their hearts, but 

their racist actions and associations have lost them the trust of the community ' not just of communities 

of color, but of all of us in Salem.  

 

 

Karin A Kayfes 

As a teacher in Salem Keizer and as an advocate for my students and families, I am writing to urge Marty 

Heyen and Jesse Lippold to not seek leadership positions on the board. They have demonstrated that 

they are not committed to representing all students with their lack of engagement during listening 

sessions with BIPOC students, with their postings on social media, and their tone-deaf statements during 

board meetings. I want to echo Superintendent Perry's endorsement of Sheronne Blasi as Chairperson. 

She alone on the board has demonstrated a willingness to engage with and listen to Latinos Unidos 

Siempre, BIPOC, and LGBTQ students and families. The rest of the board showed, in the June 23rd board 

meeting, that they fail to understand the concept of systemic racism by defending Paul Kyllo as a good-

hearted man with the best intentions. While those statements may be true, they are irrelevant and 

show a failure to comprehend the significance of his wearing blackface and the implications of that 

action. Paul Kyllo and the board members who defended him do not recognize that he, like the rest of 

us, is a product of a racist society. Systemic racism is not about individuals or intentions, it is about 

systems that have been established to elevate one racial group while oppressing others. If you do not 

understand that and if you are not willing to change your mindset and fight systemic racism, you do not 

belong on the SKPS School Board, and you definitely have no place leading it. 

 



Brinsley Hammond-Brouwer 

We as students are not demanding anything unreasonable. We simply need board leaders and board 

members who will promote equity in schools. We need individuals committed to anti-racism, not just in 

theory but also in practice. Students of color and their allies should not have to fight for an education 

equal to that of their white peers. Regardless of what you may wish to believe, racism has not gone 

away, and students need and deserve leaders who will recognize this and do their best to create real, 

systemic change. 

 

Joel Rosenblit 

I support Sherronne Blasi for School Board Chair. She has the support and confidence of minority 

students and parents. Jesse Lippold is inexperienced and divisive. Under Blasi's leadership, the regular 

police present to in the schools could be eliminated and tensions reduced. 

 

Denise Holt 

Please remove Paul Kyllo and Marty Heyen from the board. The type of hate behavior exhibited is 

unacceptable and should not be tolerated. I am outraged being a mother of two intelligent beautiful 

children of color. I am ashamed our school district have board members that act in such a hateful 

manner. Our school and community can do better. No apology will excuse these actions. These 

members must go! 

 

Beatrice Peaslee 

I am writing to ask that Ms. Heyen immediately rethink her approach to engaging with the community 

she serves, and alternatively to resign if she is not able to do so. She has an opportunity to truly lead in 

this moment: to set aside her personal hurt and step up to the larger issues, to take seriously the voices 

of those who have been struggling for representation for years, and to remake the SK school district into 

a place where EVERY student and family can say they feel welcome and safe. Ms. Heyen, please, read 

the comments, talk to the people, find a way to serve them- if you can't do that, then you're not the 

right leader for this place and time. 

 

Laura Sauter 

I oppose the election of Jesse Lipold to school board chair. 

 

John Prohodsky 

I support Sherrone Blasi for School Board Chair. Her focus is the needs of students unlike other School 

District Directors. 



Replacing Marty Hayen with Jesse Lippold will result in a Chair who has the same values as Marty Hayen, 

values that place a harmful conservative ideology above the needs of students. For example, the School 

District's zero tolerance policy that suspends or expels students without understanding why the 

behavior occurred. Often that resulted in declining academic performance or, even worse, behavior that 

negatively impacted their life. Where once there was hope and pride, there is depression and despair.  

Students succeed, research has shown, when they are emotionally engaged. Conservatives want 

conformity to their beliefs. Nonconformity results in being ostracized which destroys emotional 

engagement, i.e. student success. Those who don't conform are banishing from "society." This creates 

problems which can be avoided. Speaking from personal experience, I had a speech impediment and 

ADD and didn't have good social skills. I was the butt of jokes, excluded, and put down. My behavior 

then would not be acceptable if my school implemented today's conservative values. Instead of being 

suspended teachers listened to and helped me. I've chaired international committees, chaired the 

Oregon IEEE Section for 5 years, and been a director and officer in non-profits. 

The School District needs Ms. Blasi's as Board Chair for the best possible student outcomes. 

 

Sara Schlag 

Hello. My name is Sara Schlag and I am a parent and former Director of Coaching at Keizer Soccer Club. 

I am writing today in part because of my own experience with the administration in our school district. 

As a professional who works with thousands of student athletes in the community, I implore you to elect 

a person of color and someone who has made a clear stance against racism and white supremecy. It 

would be morally and ethically wrong of this Board to move forward without taking accountability for 

the safety and welfare of our students and putting in place measures to promote diversity and inclusion 

and a no tolerance policy against hate.  

The first step to gain the trust of our families most as risk (besides acknowledging we have work to do) 

would be to make a clear stand together- to support Superintendent Perry, to support the youth and 

elect an effective leader.  

Thank you. 

 

Jessica Apodaca 

As a Salem Keizer School District employee I strongly believe that Marty Heyen should resign 

immediately due to her connections and actions that support and uphold white supremacy. She has 

failed to be equitable in her decision making throughout her time as Chair of the board. 

I also want to voice my opposition in Mr. Lippold's candidacy for Chair of the board. He has 

demonstrated that he is unable to use the equity lens in his decisions as Vice Chair much less lead the 

board in a fair and equitable way if he were to be appointed to Chair of the board. 

I fully support the candidacy of Director Blasi as she has demonstrated that she is willing and fully 

capable of being a leader. I believe she is the best fit to advocate for our BIPOC and LGBTQIA+ students. 



Board meeting after board meeting SKSD employees, students, and the community have been pleading 

for change and to be heard. I truly hope that change happens today and that we are heard! 

 

Emily Adela Loberg 

My name is Emily Loberg. I live in Salem and am an alumna of North Salem High School. It is absolutely 

necessary to appoint a school board member who will stand firmly in upholding the rights of Black, 

Indigenous, and other students of color by removing SROs from our schools, upholding racial justice, and 

making every decision at the school board with an equity-based viewpoint. I also demand that School 

Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions. Their connections with and 

actions that support and uphold white supremacy directly harm the safety and health of Salem-Keizer 

students. 

 

Patrice Pollard 

I fully support Director Blasi for school board chair. She has the community trust that is needed and will 

commit to racial justice for our Black Indigenous Students of Color. She does not think racism is funny 

and laugh at a member appearing in a black mask. Blackface is never funny - it is offensive. Any school 

board member who is connected to or associated with extreme militia groups or hate groups such as 

Oregonians For Immigration Reform, the Proud Boys, and any school board member who is connected 

to or associates with any person who uses White Nationalist hand signs should resign. They cannot be 

trusted. 

 

Tieryn Olson 

I am a future parent of a Salem/Keizer student and a therapist in the community working with 

Salem/Keizer students. For many students school is there safest place and we need leadership 

committed to making it a safe place to grow and learn. I would like to see leadership in the school board 

that publicly supports and stands up for the needs of Black students, Students of color, and LGBTQIA 

students as that is a reflection of how we serve our community as a whole. I recommend Director Blasi 

for chairperson of the board. 

Tieryn Olson, LCSW 

 

 

Tieryn Olson 

I am a future parent of a Salem/Keizer student and a therapist in the community working with 

Salem/Keizer students. For many students school is there safest place and we need leadership 

committed to making it a safe place to grow and learn. I would like to see leadership in the school board 

that publicly supports and stands up for the needs of Black students, Students of color, and LGBTQIA 



students as that is a reflection of how we serve our community as a whole. I recommend Director Blasi 

for chairperson of the board. 

Tieryn Olson, LCSW 

 

 

Sarah Rohrs 

I am writing to urge new leadership on the school board. I am opposed to Vice-Chair Jesse Lipold 

becoming the new chairperson. Mr. Lipold does not have the maturity or leadership skills to lead the 

board at this critical time. He is a right-winger who laughed at Paul Kyllo's blackface mask and then 

made an inappropriate Facebook post about the mask. He is not a good choice as board chair. 

I support Superintendent Christy Perry's recent remarks to the school board. I also support Director 

Sheronne Blassi as a new board chair. She is one of the only members of the board to give serious 

consideration to minority students concerns about racist conduct in the schools, and to the need to 

eliminate SROs from schools.  

 

 

Karen Kinnett 

We need to appoint a chair who has provided leadership to ALL students in our school district. Every 

group, whether black, LGBTQ, etc., needs to feel safe in our schools and should feel supported by our 

board. For these reasons, I urge you to appoint Director Blasi for chairperson. 

 

Megan Cogswell 

Please elect Director Blasi as the next Board Chair. That is what is best for our community during this 

challenging time. 

Please consider if you are working in the best interest of students or pushing a personal agenda.  

Thank you. 

 

Esther Norlander 

My name is Esther Norlander I support the appointing of school board members who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of Color by removing SRO's out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they make on the school board. I also 

ask that members Marty Helen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions due to their connections 

and/or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 



Kaellen Hessel 

Sheronne Blasi is the SKSD Board Chair Salem and Keizer need right now. Her years in public service and 

the military have given her strong leadership skills as well as a mastery of how government can and 

should work. She is the best listener and most compassionate school board member, two traits that are 

essential at a time when the community is begging to be heard. She is ' by far ' best suited to help Salem 

and Keizer schools find their way during these turbulent times. I urge you to vote Sherrone Blasi as the 

new board chair. Thank you. 

 

Robert Braendle 

My name is Robert Braendle. I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Nancy MacMorris-Adix 

I am writing to respectfully request that the board seriously consider the election of a chair today for the 

message it sends to our community. I have not seen this level of polarization of our community since I 

moved to Oregon in 1978. As elected officials, bound to do your best for ALL students of the District, it is 

essential that you carefully weigh the lens through which your decisions are currently being viewed.  

Several members of the current board are being criticized for actions or associations that appear to be 

discriminatory to certain members of our community. These members include Paul Kyllo, Marty Heyen, 

Jesse Lippold and Satya Chandragiri. Election of these members to leadership positions will signify to the 

public that this Board does not care about those community members. 

When I served on the Board, I had the opportunity to learn about the chair position from a master, Rick 

Kimbal. He taught me the importance of careful thought and speech as it would impact the perception 

of the community about our Board and District. Though I certainly slipped at times, I tried to lead as he 

had modeled. At these volatile times, it is essential to have a leader who understands the role 

completely and can act to rebuild the community's confidence in the Board's commitment to ALL 

students. 

Please think today about the broad message election of your chair will send to the communities of color 

and to the LGBTQ+ community. They are most assuredly watching. 

 

 

William Richard Dixon 

I strongly support Sherrone Blasi for Board chair. Ms. Blasi has been diligent in listening to her 

constituents since her days as a candidate. As a Board member, she combines the expertise and courage 



that leadership requires. She among all the Board members best embodies the potential of this 

community to provide a high-quality education for its children. 

 

Daniel L Meuse 

I am writing in for two reasons. I am advocating for electing Sheronne Blasi to be elected chairperson of 

the school board, and I'm calling for the immediate resignation of Marty Heyen and Jesse Lippold. 

Sheronne has been the only one on the board to stand up for our students of color and this board needs 

new leadership that will fight for those students.  

Social media posts from Marty Heyen (also her husband) and Jesse Lippold show these two are 

associated with fringe white supremacists groups. They also do not understand that there is a problem 

with institutional racism in this area and believe this issue does not warrant any changes. Legitimate 

issues are written off as "complaints." 

Marty Heyen and Jesse Lippold need to step down immediately and Sheronne Blasi needs to be installed 

as chairperson of the school board. 

Thank you. 

Danny Meuse 

Salem Resident 

 

Brynn L Eiffler 

I want to submit my support for Director Blasi as she embraces the equity lens. 

 

Kelsey Redmond 

I am calling for Marty Heyen to resign & Jesse Lippold to not be elected due to lack of experience & 

parallel ideologies to Heyen. We need to elect someone with enough experience & with the compassion 

& exclusivity our children, including our BIPOC children, who have felt marginalized & victimized by the 

board for too long. STUDENTS are the ones who brought Kyllo's black face to our attention, we need an 

adult with as much integrity, not those who laughed along with him, Heyen & Lippold. 

Thank you. 

 

Jesse Baughman 

As a member of the Salem-keizer community and a former student at North Salem High school I am 

absolutely disgusted with the actions and inaction of members of the board. Our students deserve to 

feel safe, understood, and represented by the board which is there to serve them. Salem is a diverse 



community and getting more so every year. The representation on the school board must rise to this 

moment or lose any and all respect held by the community. 

 

Susan Chiapella 

I support Sharonne Blasi for Chair because she works toward success for all S/K students. We need new 

leadership. Leadership that supports minority students. 

Lippold's laughing at blackface shows he lacks the maturity and character to lead a school board. It's 

indefensible. 

 

Alicia Maestas 

As a concerned parent I feel it is imperative to speak in favor of Director Blasi being named Chair. I 

believe it would be incredibly damaging to name Director Lippold as Chair given recent events and his 

response to them. In my opinion, even if he does earnestly seek to serve all students in the district, he 

has failed in his effort. We have heard from so many that we need broad and deep change from this 

board. Director Blasi has the trust of the people to make that kind of sweeping cultural change. I believe 

she will help the board and the district to course correct to a more equitable future. 

 

Paige 

My name is Paige Stanley and I support the appointing of school board member who will be committed 

to standing with Black and Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools. Who will 

uphold racial justice, and use the equity lens in every single decision they must make while on the school 

board. I ?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their 

positions due to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Nate Carter 

The Salem-Keizer School District has had problems with systemic racism since I was a student there. 

Director Sherrone Blasi is the only board member who has shown any willingness over the last few 

weeks to confront and acknowledge the scope of that problem. Paul Kyllo and Marty Heyen have not. 

Jesse Lippold has made vague noises about being a "moderate" or a "bridge" but has shown no 

willingness to take any substantial action. The other members have been silent. Blasi should be chair. 

 

Kelly Marie DiCristina 

My name is Kelly DiCristina. I emphatically support appointing school board members who are 

committed to standing with Black, Indigenous, and other students of color by removing SROs from our 

schools, by using that funding to support the academic success, mental health, and emotional health of 



BIPOC students. I want school board members whose first goal is to uphold racial justice, to use their 

power to create equity for all students in every single decision they make as school board members. 

School board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo have not supported BIPOC students through their 

actions and affiliations. They should resign from their positions to make way for board members who 

are committed to equity and justice for each and every Salem-Keizer student. 

 

Stacey Vieyra-Braendle 

My name is Stacey Vieyra-Braendle, and I support Director Blasi in being appointed Chair of the School 

Board. I believe she will commit to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs 

out of our schools, by upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision she 

makes at the school board. I also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo 

resign from their positions, due to their connections and actions that support and uphold white 

supremacy. 

 

Laura Adams 

Jesse Lippold should not ever be in a position of authority over trans students when just a couple of 

weeks ago he was laughing along with FB posts proclaiming "the absurdity of transgender ideologies". 

Until he can respect the existence of all Salem Keizer students, he has no business holding power over 

them.  

Thank you. 

 

Virginia Stapleton 

Dear School Board and Superintendent, 

My name is Virginia Stapleton, I live in Salem and have two kids in the school district and serve on the 

Budget Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on this important topic.  

It has been a trying couple of months for our community here in Salem, many of us have felt unheard 

and our stories and voices not respected. If you are committed to restoring the broken trust between 

our community and the board we need you to listen and do what is being asked of you by the 

community you serve. Show us, by your actions, that you are listening and that our voices are important. 

I stand by Superintendent Christy Perry's request that you nominate Director Blasi as Chair for the 

coming year. This is vital for our students of color and our LGBTQ+ community.  

Thank you, 

Virginia Stapleton  

 

 



Alyssa Pingrey 

My name is Alyssa, I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing with 

Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial justice, and 

by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I ?also demand 

that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their 

connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Julianne Jackson 

Over the last few weeks as a parent, alumni, a community member I have been absolutely shocked to 

find out that our school board cares less about students, evidence-based statistics, community needs 

and doing the right thing then they do about political affiliations and grandiosity. I am disgusted by the 

public back tracking/apologies and private indignation and mocking. When I say I am disgusted, I have 

literally found myself nauseas at the thought that this is the body in charge of the needs and wellbeing 

of my beautiful brown children. I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board.  

I also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due 

to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. This week Marty reported 

feeling 'taken aback' and that she is 'hurting', I ask you to go back over this last month's meetings and 

listen to the pain and feeling of despair that your students and previous students have relayed. 

Understand that while most of you see the school board as a steppingstone to higher republican 

political aspirations that care and love for our students needs to be bi partisan. They don't care about 

your political affiliations and deserve to be heard.  

 

 

Megan Elizabeth Darr 

My name is Megan Darr and I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due 

to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Patrick Tobin 

My name is Pat Tobin, I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing 

with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial 

justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I also 

demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 



 

Monica Pomares 

My name is Monica_ I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing with 

Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial justice, and 

by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I ?also demand 

that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their 

connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Stephen Jenkins 

As a parent of two Salem-Keizer School District high school graduates (Sprague '18 and South '20) and a 

rising 8th grader at Crossler, I write in strong support of Director Sherrone Blasi for Chair of the Salem-

Keizer School District Board. Of the members of current board, Director Blasi is the sole person who has 

demonstrated the necessary leadership qualities and dedication to the principles of diversity, equity, 

and inclusion to lead this board. This fact was made explicit in Superintendent Perry's statement when 

she stated that Director Blasi always reads the Pride Month Proclamation "because she's the only 

member who isn't afraid to say the words." Also as stated by Superintendent Perry, Director Blasi "is one 

of the few leaders who have at least the embers of trust from our communities of color." 

Perhaps with stronger leadership of the board who is willing to call out racist and anti-Black behaviors 

and views of other board members, we can start to see a real change in the education of our children in 

Salem and Keizer towards more just and equitable outcomes. 

Thank you 

 

Avery Echo Pheil 

My name is Avery Pheil. I am an educator, from a family of educators. I support appointing school board 

members to Chair and Vice Chair who will commit to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of Color 

by removing SROs, upholding racial justice, and using the equity lens in every school board decision. I 

demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions. Our board 

must represent and advocate for our diverse population, where students and families speak over 80 

languages, many come from working-class families, many live in poverty, and some are house-less. The 

current leadership has shown it cannot sufficiently serve our district. 

 

Amy Nutig 

Jesse Lipold is a radical right-winger who laughed at Paul Kyllo's blackface and though it was funny 

enough to post about the next day. He also does not have the experience to lead the school board 

through these challenging times and be the leader needed to regain to restore the public trust. As a 

concerned family member of a Salem Keiser student, I submit that Mr. Lipold is unfit for the position of 

vice chair. In addition, both Mr. Lipold and board chair Marty Heyen have failed to provide equitable 



leadership, transparency and unbiased decision making. Students need leadership from board members 

who respect the equity lens, uphold social justice and support the safety of BIPOC students by divesting 

from police in Salem Keiser schools. Thank you. 

 

Elizabeth Silva Mendez 

My name is Elizabeth Mendez. I support the appointing of school board members who will commit to 

standing with students of color and rebuild trust in our school board. I support the appointing of 

Director Blasi as Chair. I also demand that school board members Marty Heyen, Paul Kyllo, and Jesse 

Lippold resign from their positions for their connections that uphold white supremacy. 

 

Melissa Marks 

Hello my name is Melissa Marks. I live in Salem and my daughter will be starting kindergarten at 

Englewood this fall. I am writing to urge the board to listen to Superintendent Christy Perry's 

recommendation to select Director Sheronne Blasi as the next Board Chair. She has shown that she has 

the values and experience to make unbiased decisions to create and ensure an equitable learning 

environment for all students. 

 

Kate Sorem 

Both board members up for appointment today have failed to provide equitable leadership, 

transparency, and unbiased decision making. All students need leadership from board members that 

respects the equity lens, upholds social justice, and supports the safety of Black, indigenous students of 

color by divesting from police in schools. 

 

Mary B. Orr 

I fully support Sherrone Blasi for Chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board. She will move community 

forward by publicly committing to being antiracist and 'get back on track and try to heal the community' 

after weeks of conflict. She has the needs of ALL students in mind. 

 

Stephanie Owens 

My name is Stephanie Owens I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due 

to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 



Wlater K. Benson 

I support Sherrone Blasi for Chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board. 

 

Lanea Joslin-Gouthier 

My name is Lanea Joslin-Gouthier, I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due 

to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Carlene Benson 

I support Sherrone Blasi for Chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board. She will move our community 

forward by publicly committing to being antiracist and 'get back on track and try to heal the community' 

after weeks of conflict. She has the needs of ALL students in mind. 

 

Holly E Carter 

I write today urging you to elect Sheronne Blasi as School Board Chair. Ms. Heyen's leadership of the 

Board has caused great harm to our students, schools, and community, and it is past time for her to step 

down. Our students and families have suffered through the lip service (if that) paid to equity during Ms. 

Heyen's tenure. Now it is time to elect a Chair who will offer true service to our community and 

leadership to the Board. Our students and families deserve a Chair who will truly listen to and honor 

their voices and diverse experiences, and who will ACT to ensure that each of our students receives an 

equitable and culturally sustaining education, free from discrimination and oppression. For too long, the 

at-large school board election process has enabled individuals like Ms. Heyen to pander to the interests 

of white, conservative constituents with no regard for serving the families in their zones, even as our 

community has become increasingly rich in diversity. I add my voice to the chorus calling for change. The 

status quo does NOT serve our community, and we need a School Board that is ready and willing to lead 

for a better future. Sheronne Blasi is the best candidate to model the humility and empathy needed to 

learn from past mistakes, genuinely examine how white privilege has pervaded past board decisions, 

and lead for an anti-racist future.  

 

 

Lynsey rose blank 

Allies, let's go to work. FLOOD them with emails by 11:30AM!!!!  

****Email Template Below**** 



My name is Lynsey Rose Blank I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due 

to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Leor Beverly 

My name is Leor Beverly I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing 

with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial 

justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I ?also 

demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Marissa Olheiser 

My name is Marissa Olheiser and I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due 

to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Roseanna Manzo 

Allies, let's go to work. FLOOD them with emails by 11:30AM!!!!  

****Email Template Below**** 

My name is Roseanna Manzo___ I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due 

to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Laura Rodriguez 

It's time to elect diverse board members that represent this community. Members that will not be an 

embarrassment by showing up with a blackface mask to a meeting, or member that simply take it as a 

joke. As a leader that situation should not have been laughed at, but handled for what it was. We need 

board members that understand black lives do matter. We need better leadership. I stand with 

Superintendent Christy Perry on her statement on how these elected officials have failed so many 

children in our community, it's time we change that leadership. 



 

Haley Bond 

Dear Salem Keizer School Board, today you have an opportunity to make a decision. One that can be a 

small step in regaining the trust of our communities of color. Over the past couple of weeks you have 

heard comments calling us as a district out for our behavior towards our students of color. As a white 

educator I am honored that students feel comfortable enough to address concerns with behaviors we 

have implemented that may have hurt them. It is a privilege to be educated about racism rather than 

experience it. Yet when these comments were read, I heard dismissive comments, people saying "don't 

call me a racist" and people saying this was bullying behavior. Brene Brown states, "Being held 

accountable for racism and feeling shame is not the same thing as being shamed" This is not an attack 

on you. I have made mistakes, and will continue to make mistakes as an anti-racist educator, just as you 

have and will. Instead, this is a call to action. I urge you to elect someone to chairperson who our 

communities of color have some trust in such as Director Blasi and take a small, yet important step in 

restoring the trust of our students of color.  

 

Thank you, 

Haley Bond 

 

Chelsea Goldberg 

My name is Chelsea Goldberg. I support the appointing of school board members who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due 

to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Monica Pomares 

My name is Monica_ I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing with 

Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial justice, and 

by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I ?also demand 

that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their 

connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Raul Ramirez 

My name is Raul Ramirez. I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing 

with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial 

justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I ?also 



demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Shea Weiner 

My name is Shea Weiner. I am grew up in the Salem/Keizer school district & I support the appointing of 

school board member who will commit to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing 

SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision 

they must make at the school board. I ?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul 

Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white 

supremacy. 

 

Cait Casey 

As a community member, former Salem resident, and education activist I believe it is critical we show 

our BIPOC students that we value their safety, and their communication. They have told us time and 

again this system is not working, they do not feel safe, they do not have counselors but instead guards. 

Let's listen to the voices of our youth and give them tools to succeed, and not make them feel 

threatened. To the two members who are unable of understanding this movement and showing 

empathy: step down. You have no business working in education if you yourself do not continual 

educate yourself. Education is a process we are never done with, and you have proven unwilling to 

educate yourself. This is a disgrace, resign. 

 

Rachel Ryan 

The current chair and vice chair have failed in providing equitable leadership and unbiased decision 

making, negatively impacting Salem-Keizer students. It is essential to move forward as a district, and 

that is not possible with the current 'leadership.' We need leadership from the board that will TRULY 

support equity work, support the safety of BIPOC students, and divest from police in our schools. 

 

Christine Shanaberger 

I stand with Latinos Unidos Siempre in supporting the election of a school board chair who will approach 

this work from an equity lens; explore the divesting of Salem PD from district schools; and staunchly 

represent, hear the concerns of, and stand up for the district's Black, Indigenous, Latinx, and other 

students of color. 

 

Autumn Kennedy 

Hello, my name is Autumn and I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 



racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due 

to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Kelly Ewing 

As a concerned community member and supporter of the Black Lives Matter movement, I call for the 

appointment of board members who will stop contracting with SROs and who will not be complicit in 

white supremacy. Our young students need support and care, not punishment. Appoint board members 

who will end the policing of children. 

 

Karly Rose Foster 

Our current school board chair and school board members do not operate from an equity lens and 

uphold the call to be actively anti-racist. Superintendent Perry nearly begged all the board members to 

do better and take a vow to be anti-racist. Not one of you addressed this concern which comes directly 

from our students and families. Heyen, recently commented on a post saying she will not support 

Epilogue Kitchen, one of the only Black-owned restaurants in Salem, for their vow to end white 

supremacy and hold Salem police accountable. I ask that Paul Kyllo resign as he made no apology for his 

atrocious display of black-face. I support the appointment of a school board chair and associated 

members who will take the vow to be actively anti-racist, stand up for our BIPOC and LQBTQ+ and 

marginalized students and listen to their call to divest SKPS from SRO contracts. We have some of the 

greatest leadership in SKSD with our Superintendent actively listening and taking action to support our 

student's needs, yet they can only do so much with a school board who holds them back and is more 

concerned with how their feelings are hurt being called a white supremacist than actively undoing the 

structures of systemic racism they uphold. If our board continues as is, we are continuing to actively 

oppress our BIPOC students. Heyen and Kyllo, if you truly want to be of service to this community, you 

will do us all the privilege of resigning. 

 

Madalena martin 

My name is Madalena I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing 

with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial 

justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I also 

demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

Please, let go of fear and ego. Listen to the children. Listen to our commUNITY locally and beyond. If you 

have been moved by the stories of commUNITY members young and old, you too should step down 

from the board and have your set filled by a person who better represents our students. Someone who 

isn't afraid of politics, someone bold, loud & proud. Someone who will stand up to the questionable 

behaviors of their peers. Someone who has a clear vision of what the future of SKS will look like.  



Thank you for your time, 

Madalena Martin 

#salemmeanseace 

 

Annalivia Palazzo-Angulo 

The Salem Keizer Coalition for Equality, the Parent Leadership Group, and Latinos Unidos Siempre are 

writing to inform you that our choice for Chair of the board is Sherrone Blasi.  

Sherrone is the only person on the School Board whom the community at large has any trust for making 

fair decisions that take into account the needs of students of color and other marginalized students.  

She truly listens without any thought of personal gain or political aspirations. She listens to communities 

of color with her heart, to understand the history of the alternate world that people of color live in and 

have lived in for hundreds of years under white power structures and white supremacy.  

The situation we are in, the recent upheavals of society, the movement born by the 'straw that broke 

the camel's back' so to speak, has put this school board in the glaring national spotlight, showing the 

critical need for our community to have representation for 40% of the students'20% of our cities.  

If this school board does not see fit to elect Sheronne Blasi as the Chair that all communities in Salem of 

all colors and political leanings can live with, then over 50% of your cities will see your true intentions for 

our school district and our children. Some of you do not have the best interests in mind of ALL our 

children equally.  

Sincerely, 

Annalivia Palazzo-Angulo 

Sandra Hernandez-Lomel' 

 

 

Dani Brunswick 

Good evening Salem-Keizer School Board, 

My name is Dani, and I would first like to acknowledge that I am writing this letter while on land brutally 

stolen from the Kalapuya people.  

I would also like to lift up the many Black, Latinx, and Indigenous Youth who have long been organizing 

for change in the public school system. I would like to thank them for their incredible work, and for 

helping me realize exactly how harmful some of the Salem-Keizer school board members have been 

towards youth of color. I would like to thank them for their leadership and their moral courage. I would 

like to thank them for leading the community towards a future that is safer for everyone to show up in 



every space, especially within Salem-Keizer public schools. I hope all of you on the Salem-Keizer School 

Board also thank them as well, both publicly and privately.  

I am writing this public comment to amplify the voices of Latinos Unidos Siempre. I stand with the youth, 

their parents, and future generations of students. We demand 1. That police be removed from schools 

2. That school board member Paul Kyllo and Marty Heyen resign from their positions. 3. That any school 

board members aligned with white supremacy beliefs/groups are removed and 4. That all the other 

school board officials issue a clear apology and indicate their stance on white supremacy.  

Lastly, I support Director Blasi for Chair.  

Thank you,  

Dani Brunswick 

 

Kalia Flocker 

Dear Salem Keizer School Board, 

You are about to vote for the next chair and vice chair of the board. The current board chair, Marty 

Heyen, has retweeted racist messages using the hashtag BuildAWall and has connections to alt-right 

groups like 3 percenters and Proud Boys.  

As a teacher, I am deeply concerned. Marty Heyen's behavior is unprofessional and offensive to our 

students and community. Teachers are held to a high standard regarding respect and compassion 

towards Oregon's 9 protected classes, and Marty Heyen's words to not meet that standard of conduct. 

I ask you ensure the new chair person has a history of actionable support for the diverse communities in 

Salem, and openly takes an anti-racist stance. The new chair person must take action and meet with the 

community, engaging in real dialogue about the issues facing our schools. 

Please vote in a way that upholds our professional standards of respect and compassion towards all our 

students and let your votes restore some of the faith our community has lost in the school board this 

year. 

Sincerely, ?Elementary Educator ?Kalia Flocker 

 

Jeanne Meissner 

Remember the traffic warning for children? "Stop, Look, Listen!" It appears it is time for each of you to 

do the same in regards to establishing a new path for Salem-Keizer's school board. It is crucial for you to 

make a decision which will put our "students" first. I wish each of you could spend a month teaching a 

classroom of our students, not ten or twenty years ago, but today's classroom - then, you would truly 

understand our students, as well as their needs - academically, emotionally, socially in an equitable 

manner. YOU are the leadership of our district; the election of your leader should be "unbiased" and 

hopefully, you will select a person to lead us and accomplish the goal of educating each and every 



student. From the current roster of board members, there is only one person to put in the chair 

position, Sheronne Blasi. 

 

Sophia Goodwin-Rice 

I support the appointment of school board members who will commit to standing with Black, Indigenous 

students of color by removing SROs from our schools, upholding racial justice and using an equity lens in 

every single decision they make in their positions.'Neither Marty Heyen nor Jesse Lippold have met 

these standards during their time at SKSB chair and vice chair, and have ultimately failed to provide 

equitable leadership, transparency and unbiased decision making. 

 

Maribeth Allen 

My name is Maribeth Allen. I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Rachel Kitterman 

My name is Rachel Kitterman and I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. It 

is vital that we better support and protect students of color and stop the school to prison pipeline in our 

community. I ?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their 

positions, due to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Natasha Patricia Fox-weiner 

Allies, let's go to work. FLOOD them with emails by 11:30AM!!!!  

****Email Template Below**** 

My name is Natasha I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing with 

Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial justice, and 

by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I ?also demand 

that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their 

connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Suzanne Huffman 



As a former special education teacher, educational researcher and teacher trainer, I am appalled by the 

current leadership of the SKED. I respectfully request that Paul Kyllo chairwoman Marty Heyen and vice-

chair Jesse Lipold resign and that persons of color, two of whom are Latinx individuals, be appointed to 

replace them. The next chair should be someone whose appreciation of diversity and commitment to 

ending the SROs and school to prison pipeline are beyond reproach. 

 

Aaron Nash 

My name is Aaron Nash, community member and father of 4, and I support the appointing of a school 

board member who will commit to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs 

out of our schools, by upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they 

must make at the school board. I ?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo 

resign from their positions, due to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white 

supremacy. 

 

Katelin Gillett 

My name is Katelin Gillett, and I support the appointing of a school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Marysia Koos 

Hello. My name is Rysi, and I am a rising senior at McKay High School. I am requesting that the 

appointees to chair and vice chair of the school board be people who are committed to removing SROs 

from our schools and providing equal opportunities and safety to Black, Indigenous, and other students 

of color. For years, we students have been telling you that SROs do not make us feel safe. We need the 

money that is being used to keep them in our schools to be invested in our education and into programs 

that will uplift and support students, something SROs do not do. We need a School Board chair and vice 

chair who will listen to us, support us, and work with us to make our schools a safer place for everyone. 

Thank you. 

 

Siobhan Marsh 

I am very concerned about the white supremacist and racist tendencies and comments from Heyer and 

whoever wore the mask in the last meeting and shared a screenshot. National news outlets are covering 

this and it is an embarrassment for Salem 

 

Ameyalli Ma'on-Ferguson 



I was a student in the Salem-Keizer School District and remain an active member of the community. I 

have friends and family who work for the school district and know hundreds of current and former 

students. With this background, I can unequivocally tell you that having improver representation for 

schools that so often have a large BIPOC ad Latinx student body can be irreparably damaging. NE Salem 

is host to a large and vibrantly diverse community and Salem as a whole is home to significant numbers 

of migrant and refugee families. Leadership should reflect these needs and experiences and is no place 

for blatant racism, white nationalism or white supremacy. The systemic racism present in schools is only 

exacerbated when leadership continuously fails to reflect the values and needs of its community. For 

these reasons I ask for the resignation of Marty Heyen and Jesse Lippold and the divestment from police 

presence in our schools. 

 

Bonnie Bain 

My name is Bonnie Bain. I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing 

with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial 

justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I ?also 

demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Justin Wanner 

My name is Justin Wanner and I live in Salem, OR. I am emailing today in support of the appointing of a 

school board member who will commit to standing with the BIPOC communities by removing SROs from 

our schools, by upholding'racial justice, and by using the equity lens in all decisions made by the school 

board. It is important to listen to the students who are suffering most and not just the affluent students. 

The Black, Indiginous, and Students of Color are unfairly targeted by these SROs and it creates a hostile 

environment that is not conducive to their'education.  

I also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due 

to their'connections and actions that support and uphold white supremacy. There is no place for these 

attitudes within the education system. It is a slap in the face to the BIPOC students and the struggles 

they experience. Like with the SROs, it creates a hostile environment. People on the board literally are 

discriminating against them with their ties to white supremacists communities or mocking 

their'existence through black face. Those who work with our youth must be held to a higher standard. 

Hold yourselves and those you work with to a higher standard. Show the students and the community 

that you care about their well being and their futures. 

 

Challie Herb 

My name is Hallah. I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing with 

Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial justice, and 

by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I also demand that 



School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their connections 

and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Haley Ehlers 

Active listening is something I learned growing up in the Salem-Keizer School District. An important 

aspect of actively listening to others is responding with thoughtful action. I ask that the school board 

meet the expectations they have for the students in this community - respectfully listen to others and 

take action. Listen to your students of color, Black students, queer students, Indigenous students, and 

disabled students when they say their leaders, like Marty Heyen and Jesse Lippold, have failed to 

provide equitable leadership, transparency, and unbiased decision making. If you goal of serving on this 

board was to serve students in this community, listen to them and act accordingly. Even if that means 

humbling yourself. 

This community and its students need real leadership from board members. Leadership that not only 

adheres to, but truly believes in the importance of respecting a complete equity lens, uploading social 

justice, and supporting the safety of Black and Indigenous students of color by divesting from police in 

our hallways.  

 

Challenge yourself to truly listen, then do what it takes to stand up for our students. 

 

Susan Elizabeth-Marsh Tanabe 

SKPS and I go way back. I attended 1962-1975. My mother, born and raised on an indigenous 

reservation, taught here a few years, became a district administrator and in that role was responsible for 

bringing public kindergarten to Salem! She then served Salem as a principal for nearly 20 years. After 

teaching for ve years in Japan, returned to teach high school nearly 30 years here, and now teach at 

Chemeketa. My sister in law was a school counselor in Salem for the same years. Our family is full of 

educators.  

My immigrant husband and I sent all three of our bicultural, biracial, bilingual children to public school. 

They encountered harassment and bullying, yes, but we felt most staff 'had their backs', and felt the 

school board would as well. THIS SCHOOL BOARD, on the other hand, has hurt us deeply. My mother, 

my children, and my thousands of students, all come to mind. Hundreds of my alumni are BIPOC. Many 

have heard of the connections Ms. Heyen has to hateful and offensive groups. It is unacceptable for her 

to remain on the school board, and inexcusable for her to serve as Chair. 

 

Wendela Marsh 

I support ensuring that our school leaders have shown by their words and actions that they are strongly 

opposed to white supremacy, that they will support and protect all students especially those who have 

been marginalized such as students of color, disabled students, and LGBTQIA students, and that they will 



work to increase counselors and social workers on campuses while decreasing police presence in our 

schools. 

 

Sierra Newby-Smith 

I firmly oppose the appointment of Marty Heyen, Paul Kyllo or Jesse Lippold to the positions of 

chairperson or vice chairperson. They have each shown bias in their lack of response to racism on the 

board, outright racism and or association with white nationalist groups. It would be an injustice to all 

students, but specifically students of color to have educational decisions made by those that have 

clearly shown that they are not committed to anti-racist work and cannot advocate equitably for all 

students. Paul Kyllo's use of blackface during the March 30th meeting, Jesse Lippold's laughter and jokes 

about said blackface during the meeting, and Marty Heyen's refusal to call this blackface out, along with 

her association with the Three Percenters and her anti-immigrant views makes each unsuitable to hold 

positions of leadership on the board. This district is entitled to leadership that will advocate for our 

students, regardless of race, ethnicity, legal status, gender or sexual orientation, and that is committed 

to anti-racist work and equity for all. Additionally, I advocate that Kyllo and Heyen resign from their 

positions on the board due to the clearly stated concerns above. These concerns were repeatedly 

outlined by both students and parents during the last board meeting, as well as prior. A change in 

leadership is necessary to create a more equitable, anti-racist school system for our students. 

 

Natasha Kuor 

It is absolutely unacceptable to have any amount of tolerance of racism and discrimination in the public 

school system from board members or elsewhere.The comments and concerns from people of color 

need to valued more. And the board should be much more diverse. I personally will be homeschooling 

my children as what I have seen happening within the public school system in Salem/Kiezer gives me 

zero confidence that my Micronesian children will be taken care of, protected and listened to. Until 

Salem schools are truly safe for ALL students including those of color, I see no reason to entrust them 

with our children. 

 

Maria Young 

 

My name is Maria Young, I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to standing 

with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial 

justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I also 

demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. Marty Heyen is the perfect 

example of White privilege and her white fragility is in the forefront of all of her responses to people of 

color in our community. 

 



Robert E Krebs 

I urge the SK School Board to elect Director Blasi as Chair. I have worked with Director Blasi on the SK 

Transit Budget Committee and find her very well qualified for the position. She is the best choice to fill 

this position. I do not support the other choice. 

 

Julio Flores 

I support the placement of school board member Blasi for chair of the Salem-Keizer school board. She is 

the only person the entire board that has shown solidarity with students of color in Salem-Keizer and 

has denounced the racist actions of Kyllo. She is committed to helping ensure that all students feel 

welcome in schools as opposed to Marty Heyen who has not demonstrated the aptitude to condemn 

others who perform racists actions. In addition, it is imperative that students of color feel welcome in 

Salem-Keizer, and I believe that through having Blasi be the chair of the Salem-Keizer school board with 

can begin this process. 

 

Elizabeth Swan 

The new chairperson of the school board must be a person who has shown through words and actions 

that they can represent with sincerity the spoken needs of all students, especially BIPOC students and 

LGBTQIA+ students, someone who understands what equitable actions are, someone who takes 

responsibility and respects the position of power that they hold, someone who self-educates. The new 

chairperson must commit to standing with BIPOC students by removing SROs out of our schools, by 

upholding racial justice, and by using an equity lens in every single decision they make. The only board 

member who has actually, publicly, unequivocally spoken against the racist affiliations and actions of 

this board and its members is Sheronne Blasi. Elect her as chairperson. Marty Heyen, Jesse Lippold, and 

Paul Kyllo: Step down. 

 

Jo Swan 

Please be reminded that the school board's role is to advocate on behalf of the school district, students, 

and the community it serves. It is the board member's responsibility to gather feedback to guide 

decisions facing the board by providing regular opportunities for public input around the board's 

decisions.  

The voices of the Salem-Keizer School district, the students, and the community ask you to vote to 

support the election of a new chair and vice chair that will stand with BIPOC and LGBTQIA+ students. 

Decline to support Marty Heyen or Jesse Lippold in any bids for chairperson or vice chairperson. 

The only candidate that remotely qualifies is Sheronne Blasi. 

 

 



Fabiola Flores 

As a parent of two students in the Salem-Keizer school district, I believe that we must have leadership 

within our school board that uplifts and supports students of color. Thus far, this has not been present. 

It is frustrating and unfortunate that our current Chair Marty Heyen and Vice-Chair Jess Liopold have not 

take the steps to ensure that my children are safe within their schools. I strongly support to placement 

of school board member Blasi for Salem-Keizer school board chair. 

 

Ian Dixon-McDonald 

I strongly urge the Salem Keizer Board of Directors to nominate and approve Director Sheronne Blasi as 

the next Board Chair. Director Lippold does not have the experience nor basic understanding of racial 

equity to serve our students well. Director Lippold displayed this when he reacted to Director Kyllo's use 

of blackface with laughter, and failed to interrupt this racist action. Director Lippold is also a close ally of 

Director Heyen, who has clear ties to a far right wing militia group, the Three Percenters. The views 

represented by this group has no place on our School Board. Director Lippold has also expressed views 

that show bigotry and a lack of ability to support our LGBTQ students. For this Board to begin to rebuild 

any trust with communities of color and the LGBTQ community, they must not elect Director Lippold as 

Chair. Director Blasi is only Director with the ability to begin building trust with students, and the 

community at large, after the awful actions of Director Kyllo, and the exposure of Director Heyen's 

fascist ties. Directors Heyen and Kyllo should also resign to help rebuild this trust. Thank you, 

Ian Dixon-McDonald, Parent, Ward 1 

 

Julio Tomas Flores 

It is time for change. Marty Heyen is unfit for her role as Chair and even more so of even simply being a 

school board member. Despite calls for her to resign, she has unwillingly done so. It is crucial that new 

leadership be in charge of the board. I strongly support the placement of Blasi as chair of the Salem-

Keizer school board. 

 

JoLynn Espinosa 

I am a bi-racial/lingual teacher and parent currently in the district. I am writing to express my concerns 

about our current school board. I was horrified when I viewed the March 30th board meeting and I was 

disgusted when I saw some of the social media posts by our board members, specifically Heyen and 

Lippold. However, I was not shocked or surprised. Let's be real. We all know the district 'says' it has an 

equity lens, but time and time again shows via its' actions that diversity is not valued here. In the recent 

past few years we have seen new boundary lines be confronted with 'integration' push back, bond 

project money being unjustly allocated to affluent schools while our highest need schools get very little 

to nothing, etc. It's the same story, different day. We are tired of being ignored and not heard.  

In today's meeting you will be voting on a new director/chair and vice chair. I recommend Blassi for 

chair, as the only current board member to maintain her credibility in the community. In regards to 



Lippold, I was exited to have a young mind on the board and hoped that he would advocate for our 

youth. However, I was disappointed to see his personal reaction in the March 30th meeting and how he 

chose to further spread the disgusting act via a facebook post. I have lost all faith in his ability to 

accurately and effectively represent and advocate for our youth.  

In closing, I look forward to the recall process for Heyen, as she is refusing to resign. We will be heard! 

 

Andrea Newman 

My name is Andrea Newman. I support the appointing of a school board member who will commit to 

standing with black, indigenous students of color by removing SRO's from our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they just make at the school board. I 

also demand that school board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and it actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

David Salinas 

Hello, my name is David Salinas. I am a concerned citizen and parent of children in the Salem Keizer 

School District. I am writing to you today to encourage you to put your politics aside and do what Is right 

for our kids and our community! I am writing to encourage the board to heed the advice of 

Superintendent Perry and appoint Sherrone Blasi as chair. I am confident she will be committed to racial 

justice and ensuring the equity lens is used in every decision the district makes.  

I also demand that school board members Paul Kyllo and Marty Heyen resign their positions due to their 

actions and Marty due to her ties to white supremacy and extremist views.  

I understand Paul has made a formal apology and may not have intended for his actions to be offensive 

but intentions are irrelevant. Most of the evil in this world is done by people with good intentions. It is a 

distraction to the board and has broken the trust of many in our community.  

As for Marty, the inappropriate behavior and interactions with students, her personal political agenda 

that aligns her with groups like OFIR and people who find humor in the oppression of BIPOC, as you can 

see by even a quick perusal of social media, makes her unfit to serve in a position where bias and hate is 

detrimental to our community.  

Please put your politics, personal agendas, and campaigns for personal advancement aside and do what 

is right! Do what is right for our kids, our future, and our community!  

Thank you. 

 

Micah Davis 

My name is Micah Davis. I am a former student and current parent of students in Salem-Keizer Public 

Schools.  



I am writing today to support the call from the community to choose a new Chair and Co-Chair that 

commit to standing with Black, Indigenous, and Students of color by removing SROs from our schools, by 

upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they make at the school 

board. 

In addition, I am in full support of the community demand for the resignation of Marty Heyen, not just 

from the chair position but from the school board completely, as well as the resignation of Paul Kyllo for 

performing blackface. Director Heyen has clear ties to white supremacist, anti-immigrant militia groups. 

In the past couple of days, she also took part in attacking a black owned business in Salem for daring to 

oppose white supremacy and police terror, in addition to her history of anti-immigrant, anti-student 

social media posts.  

The call is clear: the School Board needs to choose a new Chair and Co-Chair that commit to standing 

with Black, Indigenous, and Students of color. In addition, Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo need to resign for 

their ties to white supremacy and racist actions. 

 

Savhana Satterlund-Stearns 

Superintendent Perry, Chair Heyen, Vice Chair Lippold and other members of the board, 

My name is Savhana Satterlund-Stearns, I am a McKay High School alumni and a Salem community 

member.  

I am writing the board today in full support of appointing a new school board member who stand in 

solidarity with Black, indigenous, LGBTQIA+, and all other marginalized students by continuing the 

conversations of removing SRO's, committing to being anti-racist, continuing to learn of injustices faced 

by the students they serve, and taking action to make change.  

Due to recent displays of racism shown by Marty Heyen, and Paul Kyllo, I demand that they resign from 

their positions within the School Board as they have shown an intolerable amount of racial insensitivity 

to the community in which they serve and can no longer be trusted to make unbiased and just decisions. 

I also ask that Jesse Lippold steps down from his position as Vice chair as he found Paul Kyllo wearing 

blackface humorous enough to share on social media.  

I ask that the demands of many are listened to and processed and hope that this can be the beginning of 

healing for the community. Thank you for your time. 

 

Carli Rohner 

My name is Carli Rohner, and my child attends elementary school in the Salem-Keizer School District. For 

three years, her school has helped to instill the values of personal responsibility, leadership, and 

empathy in addition to her pursuit of academic growth.  

I have been increasingly upset to find that current board leadership (specifically Chair Heyen and Vice 

Chair Lippold) does not demonstrate these same values.  



When Lippold was appointed Vice Chair, he stated 'The most important role of a school board director is 

to fight for our underrepresented students'. 

Mr. Lippold has been repeatedly presented with opportunities to follow through on his statement, and 

has failed. Most recently, he had the opportunity to stand up for underrepresented students 

(specifically, Black students) to confront Director Kyllo's appalling use of black face in a board meeting.  

The lack of direct action and cultural awareness by both Mr. Lippold and Ms. Heyen to proactively (and 

publicly) hold their board member accountable has caused me grave concern. How can I entrust my 

child's education (and educators) to be supported, if the very people who are supposed to be upholding 

equity for our students cannot hold their own accountable, or even recognize problematic behavior? 

I demand that you uphold the same values that are expected of my child. Your job is not one of 

'pass/fail', as your community we demand excellence of you as our leaders. Please elect Director Blasi as 

your next Chair. 

 

Heather Goldberg 

My name is _Heather Goldberg______ I support the appointing of school board member who will 

commit to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by 

upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the 

school board. I ?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their 

positions, due to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Jessica Jasso 

I am a concerned citizen of Salem that is hoping call for the resignations of Lippold, Heyen, and Kyllo, 

and voicing support for the new School Board Chair to be Sheronne Blasi. In doing so, I believe the 

resignations will help make our students AND parents of color feel safer. There is confirmed complicit 

behavior to racist posts/actions and affiliation with hate groups by all three. 

 

Roberto Garces Mendez 

Hello, my name is Roberto Garces Mendez, a 2020 graduate from South Salem High School. 

For most of you, the last school board's meeting started with an apology and a promise to improve the 

conditions for the Salem-Keizer public schools. The recent lack of accountability clearly says otherwise, 

when almost every school board member laughed at Paul Kyllo doing black face. 

But this is just one example of the school board choosing to be indifferent to any issue that actually 

impacts their students. Do you forget that while you sit above all of us, we are the ones that suffer by 

propping up your passiveness? The people are tired of the lack of accountability that all of you have 

exhibited. 



The election of a Chair and Vicechair that stands with people of color can. We hope that as people, we 

can overcome the past of ignorance and make a new path of anti-racism. I hope that the board today 

decides on someone that has shown that they will constantly work towards bettering our schools and 

education by: ending the police presence in our public schools, ending white supremacy and reversing 

those effects within our school board, prioritizing the primary needs of students and especially students 

of color, and supporting the reinvestment of policing funds towards proper education and support for 

students of color. 

You all need to protect the most vulnerable people, which are the students of color, so that they don't 

endure the threat of discrimination, criminalization and miseducation. 

 

Larkin Smith Foley 

My name is Larkin Foley. I live in Northeast Salem and teach at McKay. Today you received a letter co-

written and signed by more than 100 individuals. All are concerned, committed community members 

who have a vested interest in your decisions today and in your ability to represent our community 

moving forward. You will find specific responses to the ways that each board member has missed 

opportunities to truly listen, digest our stories and our research, and take informed action. The board 

has failed to make anything more than symbolic gestures when your community has asked you for 

systemic changes. Your next chair must be willing to take critical feedback, seek ongoing input from our 

Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities, and protect our most vulnerable students and their 

families so that schools and educators can continue doing the work of providing a safe opportunity to 

learn and thrive. The only person I see on the board who is demonstrating these qualities is Sheronne 

Blasi. I urge you not to select Jesse Lippold, as he has much learning and growing to do before he is fit to 

lead. His participation in a Trump fundraiser and his inability to recognize his privilege show a lack of 

ability to build trust and be an ally. I urge your current chair, Marty Heyen, and Director Paul Kyllo to 

resign immediately and recognize the more than 4,000 signatures and hundreds of public testimonies 

detailing your failure to lead. Please take ownership of your actions. 

 

Monique Portillo Larios 

Through observation, I've noticed our school district fails to provide leadership. It tends to come from 

teachers and students putting in extra work rather than following a curriculum. Resources in place are 

forgotten and not easily available for students. During these times, past times, and moving forward we 

need representation. Not only through programs or events, but in the classroom. I understand we can't 

enforce opinions. But there's a difference between opinions and invalidating someone's race, gender, or 

sexuality. Being uncomfortable is not a good enough excuse to avoid the truth behind these topics. 

Condoning and contributing to racist acts is more than unacceptable as a chair person. Our environment 

needs to grow into a anti-racist, anti-homophobia, anti-transphobia, and against the exclusion of 

students who experience oppression. The school board has been unprofessional and disappointing. 

Creating excuses around the issue proves the lack of leadership. I have not once learned of history 

helpful to current events. Instead white history repeats itself with the story of Christopher Columbus 

and slavery. Reading about Romeo & Juliet and Shakespeare rather than extending to helpful literature 



that relates to the real world. Changing is a process but it starts now. Great teachers and staff build 

connections and provide a path for growth. The rest belittle students ideas and frown upon their habits. 

Putting students before irresponsible chairman is what we need. 

 

Tobias Yuuki Tanabe 

Heyen and Lippold try to rationalize their behavior. They are only being personally defensive. They are 

dismissing the fact that it's a systemic issue of oppression and racism. And we need to dismantle 

everyone who tries to rationalize and defend that. Blasi is needed as our school board chair. 

 

Taylor Brunswick 

Good evening. My name is Taylor Brunswick. It does not take much investigating to recognize that there 

are white supremacists in our schools. School staff and decision makers should make the advancement 

and dignity and safety of ALL students theirFirst priority. The ideologies of groups like the Proud Boys 

and the 3 Percenters do not believe in the dignity and safety of all students. They put students of color 

in a compromised, second class position. Anyone that stands in line with the values of these groups 

should not be in a position of power in our school system. I support the resignation of board chair Marty 

Heyen and board member Paul Kyllo due to their direct links with white power groups and lack of 

respect for students and staff of color. I support Director Blasi as future Chair of the School Board. I also 

support the removal of police officers and SRO officers from public schools. Having armed officials in 

schools does not make students feel safe. It perpetuates a culture of gun violence and suggests having 

guns is the one and only way to combat violence in schools. It also desensitizes students to the presence 

of death machines. Let's implement restorative practices to better deal with conflicts in schools. Let's 

listen to the students and follow their lead. Thank you. 

 

Audrey von Maluski 

I support the calls by students, staff, and community members to select a Chair and Vice-Chair who will 

listen to all communities in our district, not just those who they perceive as more legitimate or deserving 

of attention. I support the use of the Equity Lens in all decision-making and board business. I support 

Superintendent Perry and agree with her June 23rd comments to the board. I support Sherrone Blasi 

and her comments published in the Salem Reporter, and I would support her election to be board Chair. 

I urge the board at large to stop centering yourselves in board discussions. Your monologues on June 

23rd and the subsequent interviews some of you gave to media demonstrated that many of you 

continue to focus on your own needs and feelings, even though you were elected to serve the 

community and its children. This work will be tiring. True service to our communities relies on 

meaningful action, not your proximity to the individuals of color in your life. Center the voices of 

students, parents, and educators asking you to first learn and then uphold anti-racist ideals. 

Accountability isn't only shown during an election. We are asking for you to listen and respond with 

change now. 

 



Katja Meyer 

I am writing in support of electing a school board presidident that respects the equity lens, upholds 

social justice, and supports our BIPOC community by divesting from police in our schools. Neither Marty 

Heyen nor Jesse Lippold are suitable leaders for the school board because of their lack of attention to 

these essential issues and apparent distain for equity work. 

 

Cyndi Swaney 

I support the appointing of school board members as Chair and Vice Chair who will commit to standing 

with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial 

Justice, and by using an equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I ?also 

support the community leaders, students, and parents in their requests that School Board members 

resign from their positions if they have connections and/or actions that support and uphold 

institutionalized racism and white supremacy that have no place in our schools. 

 

Kelsey Miller 

I am writing in support of Director Blasi being elected your next board chair. It has been made clear over 

the recent weeks (and in prior board efforts) that Director Blasi is the only board members who has any 

semblance of trust with the community. Along with my support of Director Blasi, I am also requesting 

the immediate resignation of Marty Heyen due to her violations of the Board Ethics Policies. 

 

Matthew Shoki Tanabe 

The unwillingness to recognize and acknowledge our own prejudices and subsequent discriminatory 

behavior is in itself a denial of the actual issue of racism. It is only when we allow ourselves to consider 

the genesis of our institutions as having sprung from a foundation of social hierarchy with a very real 

and very clear intent on maintaining the dominance of people who are white that we can expose our 

hardwired mentality about what racism is, and hope to progress as an open and vulnerable society. To 

this end, it is imperative for leaders in our communities to be open and vulnerable about their own 

perceptions of race. Defensiveness, in this moment, is not the answer. It is a step backward. BLASI is the 

best ally for chair. 

 

N. McRae Carmichael 

I have three children in the SKSD; South Salem HS, Leslie MS, and McKinley Elementary. We have been 

at McKinely for 13 years now. In this time Sheronne Blasi has been steadfast. She has been an advocate 

at our schools for diverse learning platforms for children and equitable learning for everyone. 

Her responsive to me personally on issues I have raised has always been constructive and genuine. Her 

presence at meetings at our schools on tough issues has always made her available and reliable. She 

takes the time to hear all sides and be informed directly with concerns.  



Her presence has affirmed a sincere care and search for understanding for all sides of an issue. I support 

and want to see her lead the School Board during this unprecedented time. She has the open-mindness, 

knowledge and compassion to make sure every child is included in how we move forward. 

 

Katherine Skelton 

My name is Katherine Skelton, I support the appointing of school board member who will commit to 

standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board. I 

?also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due 

to their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Jim Scheppke 

I write in support of the election Sherrone Blasi to be Chair of the School Board in 2020-21.As a long-

time Salem resident and father of three Salem-Keizer schools alumni, I am dismayed at the ineptness 

and dysfunction I have seen on our School Board in recent years. Worse than that, I have observed what 

I take to be evidence of racism and homophobia on the part of some members of the School Board. This 

must end immediately.I have the greatest respect for Director Blasi and her ability, along with 

Superintendent Perry, to lead the Board out of it’s current dysfunction and inability to listen to the 

voices of our students of color and their many allies among other students, faculty and staff. I agree with 

Superintendent Perry’s recommendation of  Director Blasi to be the next Board Chair by reason of the 

fact that she is “one of the few leaders who have at least the embers of trust from our communities of 

color.”I my view other members of the Board have disqualified themselves for leadership through their 

bad behavior, unwillingness to listen, failure to support established policy, and general inability to 

function as a Board. I look forward to next year when voters in Salem-Keizer can begin to elect new 

Board members who are able to do the job we elect them to do. 

 

 

Rose Fuqua 

I am calling for the immediate resignation of Directors Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo from our School 

Board. Heyen and Kyllo have proven time and again that they are unwilling to listen to the concerns of 

students of color, LGBTQ students, and other traditionally marginalized students. They are unable to 

follow the most basic policies of the School Board, and they refuse to use the School Board's equity lens 

in any meaningful or recognizable way. Given Paul Kyllo's display of racism -- and Marty 

Heyen's complicity and enabling of this behavior during the March 30 Board meeting and beyond -- 

Heyen and Kyllo have demonstrated to our community that they have no business representing the 

interests of the students, staff, and teachers of Salem-Keizer School District. The best way for Heyen and 

Kyllo to serve our community going forward is for them both to step down from the School Board 

immediately. 



 

 

Jeanne Niphanprasart 

My name is Jeanne Niphanprasart and I am a resident of South Salem. I am concerned with many of the 

things I have seen our current Chairperson, Marty Heyen, both say and do in the past weeks and 

months. Not only does she have a habit of promoting her campaign with white supremacists, she has a 

habit of sharing extremely inflammatory and false information on her facebook page. Using her husband 

as a shield from the public. As the wife of a career service member, as an autistic woman, as an autistic 

advocate in our community, and as the mother of disabled children, I am disgusted at the behaviors, 

lack of comment, and communication from the chair. It is inexcusable that Marty did not stop the 

meeting and address the blatant racist blackface that fellow board member Paul Kyllo was engaging in 

on 30 MAR 2020. I am 1000% in support of Superintendent Perry and her 23 JUNE 2020 statement at 

the Board of Directors meeting. Marty Heyen should not only no longer continue to be Chairperson, she 

and Paul Kyllo need to step down or be removed from their positions on the board entirely. They do not 

stand for Salem Keizer or its families. Every board member not calling for the same, should be following 

them out the door. There are no excuses left, Black Lives Matter and multiple Salem Keizer board 

members do not believe that to be true. Time to get the racists out, because there's no denying it, that's 

what these people are. An example to our children, of the kinds of monsters to watch out for in the 

world. The only racist things Marty hasn't done yet is hang a confederate flag on her vehicle and drive 

around town. Step down Racist Marty. We don't want you and your kind in our community. Black Lives 

Matter.  

 

 

Kate Ratcliffe 

I am writing in support of electing Sheronne Blasi to the role of School Board Chairperson. She is the 

only school board director who has shown adequate leadership when it comes to addressing racism and 

respecting the voices of students of color and their families. Thank you for considering my comment,  

 

 

Chris Wilhelm 

I want to add my voice in support of members Kyllo, Heyen, Lippold, and Chandragiri.  I am impressed by 

their leadership and conduct, and would be happy to see their continued service in leadership positions 

of the Board. 

 

 

Lindsay Posey 



My name is Lyndsay Posey and I live in Salem.  My Children attend Salem Keizer school district.  I am 

deeply concerned for the safety and wellbeing of students of color in our school district.  There are 

multiple reports of mistreatment and discrimination and I do not feel confident that the school board is 

taking it seriously.  Marty Heyen's behavior, dismissive attitude and history of associating with white 

supremacists is beyond concerning.  I have no confidence in her ability to protect these children.  She 

absolutely must resign immediately.  I fully support Ms. Perry's statement and expect all members of the 

school board to be proactively anti-racist.  I do not believe Marty Heyen is capable of this.   Resign 

immediately. 

 

 

Susan Callahan 

I call for the immediate resignation of Chairperson Marty Heyen and Director Paul Kyllo for their racist 

acts. If they refuse, I support filing a recall petition for a special election. At the last SKPS School Board 

meeting, directors relayed lengthy personal narratives rather than amplifying the voices of the students 

and constituents they serve. It is telling, once again, that the community is afforded “no more than one-

half hour” to publicly address the racist behaviors exhibited in the March 30 Salem-Keizer School Board 

meeting. This demonstrates a systemic imbalance of power which cannot be tolerated. More 

specifically, to the entire Salem-Keizer School Board, I ask: If we condemn racist acts in our classrooms, 

corridors, and cafeterias, why do we not extinguish racist acts in the SKPS Boardroom? While some 

directors expressed amusement with Mr. Kyllo’s blackface mask by laughing, nodding, gesturing a 

thumbs-up sign, and commenting flippantly, others sat silently and enabled the racist behavior to 

continue. All of you, on screen, were complicit and demonstrated a grave lack of leadership. Now is the 

time to act with accountability on behalf of all students and constituents you serve. This moment will 

mark your public service legacy.  

 

 

Carla Moyer 

Please elect Sherrone Blasi as the next school board chair. We need someone who will represent all 

students and families. 

 

 

Rebecca VanderMalle 

Reject the candidacy of Lippold. Please do not allow this far right conservative religious zealot to be on 

the school board in the Salem Keizer area! Whatever happened to division of Church and State? This is 

not the middle east or any religious country. Not all students are white Christian and sending someone 

like this to direct the board would be a disaster. Thank you.  

 



 

Mark Wigg 

Please elect sheronne blasi as chair. She has the experience you need in a leader.  

Ken Adams:  

Please elect Sherrone Blasi as Board Chair. We need someone that can work with the Superintendent for 

creating more inclusive schools for all out students in our district.   

 

 

Abby Pagett 

I support the appointing of school board members who will commit to standing with Black, Indigenous 

Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding racial justice, and by using the 

equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board.  I also demand that School 

Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to their connections and or 

actions that support and uphold white supremacy.   

 

 

Jesse Wm. Barton 

My name is Jesse Wm. Barton. I support the election of school board member Sherrone Blasi as board 

chairwoman, because she will commit to standing with Black and Indigenous students, and students of 

color, and to the removal of SROs from our district's public schools. 

 

 

Helen Casewell 

I was dismayed to learn that Jesse Lippold was hoping to be the next Chair of the Salem Keizer School 

board. He is an extremist, he doesn't understand bringing other points of view into discussions. He is not 

experienced or qualified. Please insead elect Sherrone Blasi, an immensely qualified, dynamic and 

intelligent individual. While on the board and before in public life, she has shown empathy and wisdom. 

Her leadership would be an asset to this group. Thank you for your time and hard work, 

 

 

Bill Smaldone 

Although it is a shame that Marty Heyen has not resigned from the school board, it is a positive step that 

she has decided not to run again for the position of Chair.  I urge you most strongly not to replace her 



with Mr. Lippold, who is not even qualified for the position he holds and disgraced himself by his 

reaction to the recent blackface antics of Mr.Kyllo.  Really, what a crew! In any case, by far the best 

person for the Chair's position is Ms. Blasi, who has represented her constituents well and clearly has all 

the students best interests in mind.  She is knowledgeable, knows how to listen, and is fair minded.  

Please select her as the new School Board Chair. 

 

 

Roz Shirack 

Please elect Director Blasi as the next school board chair at your meeting July 1. She is much more 

qualified to chair the school board than is Director Lippold. Lippold lacks experience and sensitivity to 

the concerns of people of color. 

 

 

Brian Hines 

Please choose Sheronne Blasi as the next chair of the Salem-Keizer school board. My daughter went to 

Salem-Keizer schools from first grade at Salem Heights Elementary through graduation from South 

Salem High School, so I continue to have an interest in our local schools. I’ve been impressed with 

Sheronne Blasi and note that she has the backing of Superintendent Perry to be the next chair of the 

school board.  

 

 

David Greysmith 

I live in Zone 1 (Kathy Goss). Our YouTubed board meetings have left Salem and its schools an 

international laughing stock.  It's time to turn to professional leadership. Please select Sherrone Blasi as 

our new chair. 

 

 

Geoffrey James 

I strongly recommend election of Sheronne Blasi as School  Board Chair. Sheronne is a past City 

Councilor, and I served with her on the Courthouse Square committee that came up the way to save and 

repair that building. I am aware of her leadership roles and skills on many volunteer organizations. She 

has the respect and the support of our friends of color, and of all those organizations that currently have 

a complete lack of trust in the school district and its elected officials, with one exception, Sheronne, who 

has those leadership skills, but more importantly has the ability to heal divisions and regain the respect 

of all parts or our Salem Keizer community. I urge the School Board not to elect Lippold as chair. He lacks 



the experience, ability, and the respect of minority communities.  Paul Kylo and the current Chair Heyen 

should resign because of their terrible conduct, that has made Salem Keizer world famous giving the 

impression as racists and white supremacists on the world wide web. We are so fortunate to have such 

a superb and courageous Superintent in Christy Perry. 

 

 

Wendy Harney 

Please elect Sherrone Blasi as the chair of the board. She has the trust of the community and the 

superintendent. That should speak volumes.  

 

 

Meg Hummon 

Pleae reject the candidacy of Jesse Lippold, and elect Sherrone Blasi as our next School Board Chair.  

Blasi has the experience and background to do a good job and listen to all. 

 

 

Emily Prine 

As a Salem Keizer teacher and parent, I am writing to back Superintendent Perry’s recommendation to 

elect Sherrone Blasi as Chairperson of the school board. As Superintendent Perry stated Blasi is “one of 

the few leaders who have at least the embers of trust from our communities of color.” Blasi is eminently 

qualified, with a distinguished career in state government. She is the only Board member who had the 

courage to call for the resignation of current chair Marty Heyen after Heyen's ties to white nationalists 

came to light. I am hopeful that under new leadership the board can operate more efficiently, however 

as a board you have a long ways to go to gain the trust and respect of the community in which you claim 

to serve.  As a kindergarten teacher, I expect my students to treat one another with respect, listen to 

understand other viewpoints, and learn about and embrace people which may have a different life 

experience than themselves and my students show up and are willing to do this hard work every day. I 

expect all members of the board to do the same thing. You have a huge responsibility and I am so 

disappointed with the lack of leadership, lack of listening, and lack of action the board has shown. It’s an 

embarrassment. 

 

 

Ed Arabas 

I am writing to ask the Board to reject the candidacy of Jesse Lippold and to elect Sherrone Blasi as our 

next School Board Chair. The leadership of our school board must be entrusted to individuals committed 



to equal and fair access to education for ALL students, and cannot be given to those with publicly shared 

(and self-celebrated) biases. 

 

 

JoAnn Elizabeth Seibert 

Please choose Sherrone Blasi for board chair. She is highly qualified and will help make the board 

credible in the eyes of the public when the district desperately needs support during this pandemic. 

 

 

Britta Franz 

I am a resident and business woman living in Salem since 1966. Both my children  

enjoyed the quality of our schools. I am proud of the education they received in our Salem system, 

which has lead them to be constructive adult citizens. I urge support for Sherrone Blassi at this vitally 

important  and challenging time. 

 

 

Lynn Cardiff 

Please elect Sherrone Blasi as the next chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board.  She has had a stellar 

career and has the skills to lead our school board in these trying times.  No one on the board is more 

qualified and some are completely unqualified such as Jesse Lippold. 

 

 

Peter Otto 

As a parent of two sons in South Salem High School, I strongly request the board to reject the candidacy 

of unqualified Jesse Lippold and to elect Sherrone Blasi as our next School Board Chair.  We cannot and 

should not have someone like Jesse Lippold leading the Salem Keizer School Board, let alone even be on 

the board.  Please do the right thing for our children and for our community. 

 

 

Lorraine Milan 

I watched the school board meeting of June 23rd in absolute horror. Where was the focus on the needs 

children and young adults of the Salem Keizer ??  Sharonne Blasi’s voice stood out as reasonable and 

competent.  She is clearly sorely needed to lead the school board. 



 

 

Janet Lorenzen 

Please do not elect Jesse Lippold as Chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board. He is not qualified to hold 

such an important position in our community. Instead, please elect Sherrone Blasi who is imminently 

qualified with a distinguished career in state government. We need steady, experienced leadership at a 

time when we are dealing with covid-19 and so many controversial issues.  

 

 

Nadene LeCheminant 

I beg you to listen to your constituents and elect a new chair who has demonstrated thoughtfulness on 

the issue of race. Jesse Lippold failed to understand the insult to children and parents of color when he 

was entertained and amused by a member wearing Blackface at your recent meeting. Sherrone Blasi 

was the only member who had the courage and integrity to call for the resignation of Marty Heyen after 

her ties to white nationalists came to light. Electing Blasi will tamp down some of the flames of public 

controversy around recent actions by board members. If the School Board is to truly serve and represent 

the children who attend school here, members can no longer tolerate insensitivity toward those who 

come from cultures, background or ethnic groups different from their own. Blasi is the choice of our 

Superintendent Christy Perry who stated at the last Board meeting that Blasi is “one of the few leaders 

who have at least the embers of trust from our communities of color.” Blasi is imminently qualified, with 

a distinguished career in state government. Please reject the candidacy or Jesse Lippold, who is 

unqualified for this critically important position, and elect Sherrone Blasi. 

 

 

Nancy Lindburg 

Please reject the candidacy of the unqualified Jesse Lippold and elect Sherrone Blasi as the next School 

Board Chairman. If ever there was a time for thoughtful , measured, wise, and intelligent leadership it is 

now.  Sherrone is a woman of energy, open-mindedness, compassion and an ability to help mend our 

ractured society.  Please elect her as our next Chair. 

 

 

Hans West 

These are difficult times for our community and schools. With that in mind, I strongly recommend that 

the next Board President is someone with experience, empathy, and the ability to hear and understand 

the multiple viewpoints in our diverse Salem community. Sherrone Blasi best fits that description.  Jesse 

Lippold does not. Thanks for all the time and work you all put in as board members. 



 

 

Barbara Fuller 

I am writing to you to ask you to remove MS Heyen from the SK School Board NOW and elect Sherrone 

Blasi as Chair. We need a School Board Chair who can lead by example how we want our children to 

learn and do, especially during all the crises we are facing as a country and state. Sherrone Blasi is the 

choice of our Superintendent Christy Perry who stated at the last Board meeting that Blasi is “one of the 

few leaders who have trust from our communities of color.” She is imminently qualified, with a 

distinguished career in state government. She is also the only Board member who has the courage to 

call for the resignation of Marty Heyen after her ties to white nationalists came to light.  MS Heyen and 

Mr. Kyllo  are shameful and are certainly not the example we want for our children, nor is Jesse Lippold 

who not only is unqualified to be Chair but also thought fellow Board member Paul Kyllo donning a 

blackface mask for most of a School Board meeting in March was funny- there was nothing funny about 

Mr. Kyllo’s actions- they were shameful ! Get rid of MS Heyen and Mr. Kyllo  as School Board members 

and elect Sherrone Blasi as Chair so we can finally have a respectable and quality SK School Board. 

 

 

Evan White 

I've known Sheronne Blasi for about ten years.  First, as a member of the Courthouse Review group -- 

figuring out what to do with a massive construction blunder.  Second, as a member of the Salem City 

Council -- where she represented my Ward, and always came to our neighborhood association 

meetings.  She has the experience and maturity that the Salem Keizer School Board so desperately 

needs at this time.  Please honor all of our children as elect Sheronne as the next School Board Chair. 

Thanks for your good work 

 

 

Kayleen Warner 

Please reject the candidacy of unqualified Jess Lippold and elect Sherrone Blasi.    

 

 

Carol Dolittle 

Please select Sherrone Blasi to chair the school board. Jerome Lippold isn't qualified for the 

position. Thank you. 

 

 



Jason and Alana Cox 

The Salem-Keizer School Board's nonchalance towards issues of equity is alarming and incompatible 

with the moment we find ourselves in. Sheronne Blasi is the clear choice to begin repairing public trust.  

 

 

Marilyn Krug 

I ask the School Board not to elect Jesse Lippold and to instead elect Sherrone Blasi to the seat. Jesse 

Lippold is considered to be not qualified to be elected to the School Board, much less serve as the Chair. 

Blasi is the choice of our Superintendent Christy Perry who stated at the last Board meeting that Blasi is 

“one of the few leaders who have at least the embers of trust from our communities of color.” Blasi is 

imminently qualified, with a distinguished career in state government. She is the only Board member 

who had the courage to call for the resignation of Marty Heyen after her ties to white nationalists came 

to light. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Gay Abdon 

In reviewing the qualifications of those being considered for Board Chair, I strongly believe that 

Sherrone Blasi comes out ahead.  The goal of our city is to support all our students and give them the 

best, most complete education possible to prepare them for their futures. It is of the utmost importance 

that the Board leadership reflect this intention. Sherrone Blasi is the only one who embodies a way 

forward toward this goal. 

 

Kirsten Manning 

I oppose Jesse Lippold as chair. I am not happy with Oregon right to life purchasing his spot on the 

school board, and his laughter at another board member’s blackface is inexcusable. He is not who I want 

on the school board at all, and especially not as chair. I, instead, support director Blasi as chair. 

Additionally, Marty Heyen should have the good grace to resign, rather than being recalled, which will 

happen. The current board makeup is horrifyingly non-progressive. It is not representative of our 

community’s views. Director Blasi, on the other hand, has been willing to read the pride proclamation 

and has been brave and progressive. She is the leadership our school board needs. 

 

 

Diane Chavez 

As a grandparent of students in the Salem-Keiser schools and as a retired teacher, married to a retired 

principal in the New Mexico public schools, I am concerned about the climate of the board that governs 

the schools that my grandchildren attend.  I ask you to reject the candidacy of Jesse Lippold and to 

instead elect Sherrone Blasi as our next School Board Chair.  Blasi is the choice of our Superintendent 



Christy Perry who stated at the last Board meeting that Blasi is “one of the few leaders who have at least 

the embers of trust from our communities of color.” Blasi is imminently qualified, with a distinguished 

career in state government. She is the only Board member who had the courage to call for the 

resignation of Marty Heyen after her ties to white nationalists came to light. 

 

 

Marcia Kelley 

My name is Marcia Kelley and I served as an elected official in Salem Oregon for over 30 years on the 

Salem Keizer Transit Board.  In my position I appointed Sheronne Blasi as the citizen member of our 

budget committee in 2015.  She served in the position even after being elected to the Salem Keizer 

School Board.  Ms. Blasi was always prepared and asked good questions.  As the school district faces 

many issues due to Covid-19, someone with a wealth of experience would represent Salem Keizer well 

as Board Chair.  Fourteen years in the Navy and years doing performance audits at the Secretary of 

State’s office in Oregon provide experience with which to make decisions.I have known Sheronne for at 

least 10 years.  I know she has given back to her community through birthday parties for children in 

homeless shelters.  She has served our community well. The 501 (C ) (3) with which she is associated is 

current with the Oregon Secretary of State’s office.  Please support a proven leader for this important 

role during our turbulent times. 

  

 

Jim Corcoran 

I strongly support  Sherrone Blasi for our next Board Chair.  Her dedication and state government 

experience is a great asset for the school board. We need people like her who work for all the students, 

teachers and our community.  

 

 

Jacqueline Heavy 

I wanted to join the chorus of concerned citizens asking that Sheronne Blasi be elected the next Chair of 

the Salem School Board. It is unfathomable to me that in Oregon's capital city in 2020 we are dealing 

with a school board member having ties to white nationalists. Sheronne Blasi, has inexplicably been the 

only school board member asking for the resignation of this board member. This proves that the only 

person with clarity and the ability to lead the Board through this infected culture is Ms. Blasi. The trust 

has been shattered with the community and as Superintendent Perry stated, Blasi is "one of the few 

leaders who have at least the embers of trust from our communities of color." Let's rebuild from that 

ember, at this point it is the only way forward for representative leadership of our public school system. 

Please elect Sheronne Blasi as the next Chair for the Salem School Board. 

 



 

Deborah Bellemore 

As a longtime Salem resident, I care about Salem-Keizer Public Schools and the students of our 

community.  My daughter attended school in south Salem from kindergarten through her graduation 

from Sprague High School.  While I teach in a wonderful rural district just outside of Salem, our family 

purposely kept my daughter in the Salem schools because we felt it was more tolerant and open-

minded. I have been shocked and disappointed to read about the insensitivity and intolerance displayed 

by members of our School Board.  Moving forward, the Salem-Keizer School Board has serious work to 

repair its role as the representatives of all of our community. This leadership cannot be undertaken by 

those who laugh or look the other way when injustice occurs. I urge you to elect Sharrone Blasi to be the 

next Chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board.  I strongly believe she has the integrity and experience to 

help bring a sense of reconciliation and healing to our community. 

 

 

Susan Schwab 

Sherrone Blasi has our support to be the next SK School Board chair - 7 votes in this family. 

 

Marc Overbeck 

As a 30-year Salem resident, whose daughter attended and graduated from Salem-Keizer Public Schools, 

I am writing to express my strong support for our education system and my commitment that its 

leadership reflect Judeo-Christian values that uphold the dignity of life and all people:  Tolerance, 

Compassion, a love for the Stranger, and a belief that we are all made in the image of our Creator. 

Although we have, as a community, portrayed ourselves as tolerant and welcoming of people of all 

faiths, creeds and status, in truth our actions and even our words have not reflected this. 

I have been saddened and disappointed to read of what is at best gross insensitivity and at worst raw 

bigotry and religious intolerance by directors of our School Board. 

Recently reported actions at board meetings, and publicly facing social media posts from directors send 

a message to minorities within our community that “we are more important than you” and “we think it’s 

funny to laugh at your expense.  Even if unintentional, what lesson does this teach our children?  

Perhaps that it is acceptable to attend to a house of worship and speak about love and compassion 

there, but demonstrate hatred and rejection of others in one’s everyday life. 

It is no surprise that our minority communities are deeply distrustful of those in positions of authority. 

I strongly urge the Board to elect Sherrone Blasi to be the next Chair.  Although others may offer a 

commitment to the job, I believe only Ms. Blasi has the integrity, dedication, and skill that is needed at 

this time to help heal divisiveness in our community which must be resolved. 

Events of the past month have revealed the impact of decades of lip service to minority communities.  

This is obviously not limited to Salem. 



I do not envy the task that is before the School Board of restoring trust where it has been broken.  But 

there is no other viable candidate to be the next Board chair than Ms. Blasi to begin this work. 

As a person of faith, I appreciate your consideration of my statement. 

Marc Overbeck 

Salem Resident 

 

Mark Dolan 

Members of the Salem Keizer School Board  

I am writing to call for the resignation of Marty Heyen from the Salem Keizer School Board.  Her position 

on the school board is untenable given her association with white supremacist groups.   

I would like to voice my support for Sheronne Blasi to be our next School Board Chair and support the 

opinion put forth by Superintendent Perry. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Dolan, MD 

 

Kathy Graham 

Hello, 

I write in support of Sherrone Blasi for School Board Chair. 

Sherrone Blasi has the maturity, commitment to hard work on behalf of the students and intelligence to 

perform this job well. She has worked hard as a member of the Board— I urge the Board to support her 

for this position. 

Sherrone Blasi is also someone who is fair-minded and has the trust of our community. We need that 

trust now more than ever. 

I urge support for her at this time. 

 

Cynthia Jones 

As resident of Salem, I am asking you to appoint Sherrone Blasito School Board Chair. I believe she can 

unite our community and Board. 

 

Joel Rosenblit 

I support Sherronne Blasi for School Board Chair.  She is the only Board member who can effectively 

communicate with minority students and parents. She has had a distinguished career in State 

government.  Jesse Lippold is too inexperienced and lacks the confidence of minority stakeholders. As a 



parent of 2 former Salem Keizer school district students, I urge you to do the right thing.  Choosing 

Board member Blasi would be a step toward healing the divisions in the school district. 

 

Ellen Stevens 

For weeks, I have followed the very disturbing news coming to light about School Board members 

Jesse Lippold and Mary Heyen.  Disturbing that they are representing Salem Keizer k-12 with a lack of 

inclusivity.   It is time for Marty to resign because of her ties to white nationalists. 

Jesse Lippold is not qualified to chair the School Board. 

Superintendent Christy Perry’s choice for Chair is Sherrone Blasi.  I ask the School Board members to 

honor this choice and elect Blasi at the July 1st meeting of the School Board.  

 

Cathy A. Howell 

I am writing to support Sherrone Blasi as the next chairperson of the Salem-Keizer School Board.  We 

need someone in that position who cares about all of our students and who is willing to work with 

teachers, students and the community to remove barriers of structural racism, serve students from all 

backgrounds, and who will be proactive in dealing with the challenges presented by Covid-19. 

 

 

Sarah Deumling 

As a parent of three former Salem Keizer students I care a lot about the school district where my 

children were well served many years ago.I feel that Jesse Lippold is supremely unqualified to lead the 

school board - or even to be on the board for that matter. We need folks who have an equal concern for 

ALL students. I urge you to consider Sherrone Blasi to lead the school board and also want you to know 

how highly I think of Christy Perry. 

 

Sara Leblance 

It has recently come to my attention that Jesse Lippold raised for his campaign as chair of our school 

board from Oregon Right to Life. I'm writing today to let you know that Sherrone Blasi has my full 

support as the next school board chair. 

 

Kris Bifulco 

Dear Salem-Keizer Public School Board, 

I am writing to voice support for Sheronne Blasi as Chair of the Board, as also supported by 

Superintendent Perry. 

Superintendent Perry was right to call out this Board last week for its racist actions and anti-racist 

inactionand rightfully highlighted that Director Blasi is the only one serving who has anything resembling 



trust or credibility within our local communities of color. The rest of you seem to have worked hard to 

erode public trust,which is needed now more than ever.  

I understand there is some support for Mr. Lipold to take leadership of the board, which I must strongly 

oppose. Mr. Lipold laughed at Paul Kyllo’s blackface and even thought it funny enough to post about the 

next day. I do not believe he has the experience, sensitivity, or humility needed to lead the school board 

through these challenging times and be the leader needed to regain the public's trust.  

This decision affects not only our students but our community as a whole. Again, I share strong support 

for Director Blasi, as I believe she has the leadership skills and experience needed to carry us through 

this difficult time in a way that honors each and every student's value and worth. 

 

Peter Teller 

Good Day Directors & Superintendent Perry: 

My name is Pete Teller and I live in Salem, Oregon. These written comments are directed towards the 

action item, elect board leadership. Given the current social climate of not only our community but our 

nation as well, I am extremely concerned that the board leadership positions have become clearly 

politicized and represent personal interest rather than the best interests of our students and families. 

Since Citizens United, politics has blatantly been about fundraising and the Salem Keizer School Board 

elections are no exception. I have grieved the day when campaign contributions would come to define 

our school board elections with the resulting interference those funds would generate. 

The Oregon Right To Life Political Action Committee (ORTL PAC) owns our Salem Keizer School Board. It 

is their money that has funded several of our sitting board directors’ campaigns and bought them their 

positions. It is for this reason that the only clear choice for Board Chairperson is Sheronne Blasi who 

does not have the additional baggage of being funded by the ORTL PAC. 

If the constituents of Salem and Keizer recognize that student interests need to be placed above self-

interest and funding needs to directly benefit our schools, then we have to stand up to the outside 

political interests who want to further their agenda instead of what is best for kids. 

Thank you. 

 

Jesse Allen 

Hello, 

My name is Jesse Allen, and I was a student in the Salem-Keizer school district until 2011. I currently live 

(and pay taxes) in Salem. I demand that Sheronne Blasi be elected as chairperson, as she has 

demonstrated support for and empathy towards our BIPOC and LGBTQIU+ students. These are 

vulnerable populations and need support. This support has not been given by Marty Heyen and Jesse 

Lippold, who have both consistently demonstrated discriminatory and disgusting behavior. Deny Heyen 

and Lippold the right to negatively influence our youth. Allowing either individual to be on the board is a 

blatant endorsement of white supremacy. 



Do the right thing. Be on the right side of history. 

 

 

Scott Mainwaring, Ph.D. 

I am writing to urge the board to follow the recommendation of Superintendent Perry and elect 

Sherrone Blasi to replace Marty Heyen as its chair. After the atrocious behavior of out-going chair Heyen 

it is crucial for the board to show the SKPS community that it stands for inclusion and civil rights, not 

white nationalism. Electing Blasi would do just that. 

 

 

Nancy Ledbetter 

I am writing to urge the board to follow the recommendation of Superintendent Perry and elect 

Sherrone Blasi to replace Marty Heyen as its chair. After the atrocious behavior of out-going chair Heyen 

it is crucial for the board to show the SKPS community that it stands for inclusion and civil rights, not 

white nationalism. Electing Blasi would do just that. 

 

 

Joan Lloyd 

I urge you to elect highly qualified Sherrone Blasi to be Salem Keizer School Board Chair.  

 

Karen Stevens 

I am sadden by the events that have transpired recently inside the school board. What have we come to 

when the board members themselves take part in diminishing the very existence of our students of 

color? We must change the direction we are going and work diligently to ensure all of our students are 

respected. Rather than reward board members for recent bad behavior, I am writing to ask you to 

consider a correction that affirms a commitment to diversity and respect of all students.  

I urge you to choose Sherrone Blasi as the new chair. 

 

Sharon Krimmel 

Ms. Blasi brings a wealth of professional, volunteer and personal experience that qualify her to be a 

strong leader of the Salem Keizer School Board. These are challenging times that require strong 

leadership focused on enhancing the school life of every child in the Salem Keizer school district.  

I urge you to elect her to be the next school board president. 

 



Raymond Dukes 

Please appoint Sherrone Blasi to the Salem school board. She will be the best addition to the board to 

represent our  Diverse Salem Keizer Community!! 

 

Paul Howard 

I am writing in strong support of Sherrone Blasi becoming our next School Board Chair. She has the 

experience and the progressive values to lead this organization in the fright direction. 

 

 

Dan Sewell and Susan Callahan 

Dear SKPS Board Members: 

We vote for Sheronne Blasi to replace Marty Heyen as the SKPS Board Chairperson. 

 

Edna Denton and Carel DeWinkel 

Good morning: 

We are writing you in strong support of Sherrone Blasi for school board chair. The alternative candidate 

Jessi Lippold does not have the vision to bring our school community together to deal with the many 

issues facing our educational system. 

Please vote for Sherrone Blasi. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Annie-Françoise McCuen 

We feel strongly in favor for Sherrone Blasi to take care of our students for obvious reasons.  Grateful 

for your good sense. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Madge Hastings Bauer 

Sherrone Blasi is the person who can restore the public confidence in the School Board.  Please appoint 

her as Chair. 



 

 

Nancy Rockwell 

Sherrone Blasi would be a school board chair that our community could trust.  She is endorsed by our 

superintendent for good reason.  I hope you will find her to be our best choice for chair. 

 

 

Sandra Hernandez-Lomeli  

Today, our Salem Keizer School Board members will have the opportunity to elect a new Chair and a vice 

chair for the school board. The two board members appointed to these positions will have the 

opportunity to lead our school board for this upcoming school year. Black, Indigenous people of color in 

the Salem-Keizer community and across the nation, are watching this decision very closely. We expect 

that our school board makes the right decision in electing members, as Chair and Vicechair, who commit 

to standing with our communities by advocating for equitable change in our school district. 

We ask that our school board members elect a Chair and a Vicechair who stand firmly to: 

1. End police presence in our schools 

2. End white supremacy representation in our school board 

3. Prioritize the needs of students and safety of students of color 

4. Support reinvestment of policing funds into the education of students of color 

Our school board has the opportunity to show our community a different type of leadership than the 

leadership we have been exposed to in the past weeks, months and even years. When Director Paul 

Kyllo chose to do the racist act of using Black face during a public meeting, and no school board member 

stopped him, this showed biased leadership from school board members. When our school board found 

out that Chairperson Marty Heyen had clear ties with the III Percenters, a white nationalist and racist 

organization, our school board ignored it and again showed biased leadership. 

When our school board ignored the 4,000 (now 5,000) community members who signed our petition to 

demand that: 

1. The District to remove police from schools 

2. School Board Member, Paul Kyllo, to resign from his position 



3. The removal of any school board members aligned with white supremacy beliefs/groups 

4. All the other school board officials to issue a clear apology and indicate their stance on white 

supremacy 

And, ignored the 150 written testimonies on the last school board that also demanded Marty Heyen’s 

resignation, it showed a CLEAR RACIAL BIAS, by protecting white racist school board members over 

the needs and safety of Black, Indigenous students of color. 

While our entire school board has shown that we cannot trust their decision making, we are hopeful 

that today you take a stance with the communities your actions have hurt the most. 

Kathleen Lelack 

I am writing this in support of Sherrone Blasi for Chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board. She is the most 

qualified school board member to fill this position, and she will ensure that the students of our district 

receive their education in an environment of inclusiveness. 

 

Jessi Lippold is ill-suited to protect and guide ALL students in our district. 

 

 

Pamela Ruona 

As a parent, voter and resident in the Salem-Keizer School District, I urge you to select Sherrone Blasi as 

the Board Chair. Sherrone has proven leadership skills and is interested in making sure students who live 

in poverty are not left behind. She is the one person on the S/K School Board who will work hard to 

ensure that all students in our district receive an education to help them be successful. She further has 

the necessary skills, knowledge and ability to successfully lead the Board.  

 

Cindy Kimball 

Good morning,  

I am writing to you because I am worried that this current school board's racist behavior is going to be 

considered "normal". Paul Kyllo's behavior at the zoom meeting should be considered intolerable and he 

should resign immediately. And Marty Heyen's acceptance of his behavior makes her untrustworthy. 

How can the children in our community feel like their school district supports them, if their school board 

openly displays racism? 

And I also encourage you to support Sherrone Blasi for chairwoman of the SKSB. Jesse Lippold, who 

apparently thinks he has enough experience to be chair, also has ties to racism. He outwardly supports 

the Trump administration agenda, which as we all know, displays racism and sexism on a daily basis. His 

facebook post, supporting Mr. Trump at Mar-a-Lago Resort on February 8th, makes it quite evident. 



It is a sad day, when we don't stand up for decency, respect for others, and work to support what is best 

for ALL children, all people. What has happened to our society? What has happened to our school 

board? Is this how we want our community to be recognized going forward? My husband volunteered 

for the SKSB for 12 years and this kind of behaviour would never have been acceptable. 

I urge you to do  what is right, remove the two racist school board members and promote Sherrone Blasi 

to chairwoman. 

 

Frances Chapple 

I am writing to STRONGLY object to Jesse Lippold as the next chair of the school board; he is an extreme 

right wing,pro-Trump board member who seems to think that Trump and his team are to be supported 

and applauded. Salem-Keizer ,with our numerous minority students,absolutely does NOT need someone 

with these homophobic views. 

Please vote to make Sherrone Blasi the new chair of the Board. She is forward thinking and respectful of 

all groups,NOT a pro-Trump disciple. 

PLEASE! This is urgent. 

 

JoAnn Kobel  

To the members of the SKPS board:  

It is imperative that we have a school board whose members hold the best interests of the students as 

their top priority.  

Heyen, Kyllo & Lippold need all step down from their positions, creating space for leadership who will 

uphold the values of antiracism and equality.  

Sherrone Blasi, as indicated by Superintendent Perry, is an appropriate choice for chairperson.  

Let’s follow Perry’s lead of a commitment to the values of antiracism, accountability and listening to & 

upholding the values of BIPoc students and families.  

We must make positive change and we must do it now! 

No more Heyen, Kyllo, or Lippold.  

Bring Blasi in!  

Make our schools safe spaces! 

 

Teresa Joslin 

I support Sherrone Blasi for school board chair. 

 



 

Donna Kalmbach Phillips 

To whom it may concern: 

I strongly support Sherrone Blasi as the future Chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board. It is critical we 

have a Chair who will support equitable education for all children, including those of color, multi-

linguistic backgrounds, and undocumented.  

 

John C. Phillips 

I support Sherrone Blasi for Chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board. We must have a Chair who supports 

the rights of all children and their families. I do not support Jessi Lippold. 

 

 

Lillie Manvel 

Dear School Board, 

I submit for public comment the following: 

Sheronne Blasi is the only Director on the Board who has an interest in standing up for children in our 

district. The only one. Please nominate her for Board Chair, and Director Blasi, please accept this 

appointment.  

As for the Vice-Chair position: Please choose a Director who is able to respect the lived experience of 

every single student in this district: BIPOC, immigrant, Dreamer, LGBTQ. Current Vice-Chair Lippold, this 

seems to disqualify you. 

Current Chair Heyen: just about the only thing I've seen you do in service to the children in our district is 

to state that you would not seek the Chair seat for this year. When you have spoken publicly, you 

continue to list yourself as the victim FIRST, and then you declare your concern for children in our 

community. That's not listening and that's not leading. That's you at your launching point for a higher up 

elected position. It's selfish and it's shameful. 

When you or any Board member speaks up first for yourself or defends the actions - in an official 

capacity - of White supremacist, right-wing groups, do you really think you're in service to your 

community? When you cannot bring yourself to speak about LGBTQ youth in your community and 

schools and instead delegate that to a Director who can, who exactly are you in service to in your 

community?  

My guess is: yourselves.  

If you're using this position as a launching point for higher elected office: resign. This position is a 

sacrifice - you knew this when you filed your papers to run. I'm grateful for anyone who chooses to run 

for office, especially in an unpaid and often thankless role such as this. But you're not serving our whole 

community. 

Current Chair Heyen: Please resign. 



 

Carol Mitchell 

I strongly support Sherrone Blasi for the position of school board chair. She is  an experienced and 

thoughtful leader, clearly the best candidate. 

 

 

Alexander Benenson 

Salem Keizer schools - now more than ever - needs a competent school board that is free of racism and 

bias and which supports all of our students.  

That’s why I support Sherrone Blasi to be the next school board chair.  

Her career in the navy and her leadership as director amply show she would be the best choice.  

 

Don and Liz Oswalt 

My wife and I support Sherrone Blasi for school board chair. 

 

 

Ruth Larson 

I urge you to support board member Sheronne Blasi for chair of our School Board. As resident of the city 

for 47 years, a parent of three children who graduated from our schools, an active volunteer, and 

eventually, an elementary school counselor in the district I have had, and continue to have,  an interest 

in our schools.  I am shocked and appalled at the current lack of leadership and conduct of the current 

chair of our board and several other members. As we go forward to provide an excellent education for 

the students in our district and address their varied needs, we owe them nothing less than our 

unconditional respect, total concern for a supportive learning environment, and commitment to anti-

racism. 

I believe Sherrone Blasi shares this view and will provide leadership at this critical time. Please support 

her for your next chair. 

 

Tina Calos 

I am writing to oppose election of Jesse Lippold as chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board.  I have 

watched as Jesse has demonstrated childish immaturity time and time again on the school 

board.   Please choose a mature adult.   

 

Ramiro “RJ” Navarro Jr. 

My name is Ramiro Navarro Jr. I'm a Keizer resident and  grew up in the Salem-Keizer School District. I 



have 3 children who will be attending in the fall and as a Latino Father, I know all too well the failed 

policies of the SRO program. But I was taken aback to see such blatant racism on our board these last 

few weeks. These are the people we elect to use the equity lens in every single decision they must make 

at the school board and protect our children.   

I support the appointing of a school board member to chair who will commit to standing with Black, 

Indigenous, and Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools and NOT someone who finds 

racism funny. I ￼also demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their 

positions, due to their connections and actions that support white supremacy. Thank you for thinking of 

all children and condemning racism at every turn. Including the laughter at such open displays of it. 

 

Debra Vassallo 

The Salem-Keizer School Board needs a chair who supports ALL students in their pursuit of education. 

Sharonne Blasi is the person we need at this crossroads in our community and country. She has 

compassion for all students, understands that the issues are complex and condones a peaceful and kind 

environment in order for children to learn. 

She has no hidden agendas and really cares about the teachers, support personnel and students, too. 

Please elect Sharon Blasi as the next chair of the Salem-Keizer School Board. 

 

Christine Ertl 

I am writing in support of Sherrone Blasi as our next SK school board chair.  We need someone in that 

position who supports the 40% of our students who are  students of color, and Sherrone has 

demonstrated this support on multiple occasions.  I expect our school board to be representational of 

our student body population, or at least have a voice that represents them.  Please vote for Sherrone to 

provide this representation. 

 

Katie Dobler 

We have work to do and a long road ahead in Salem Oregon. I grew up here, graduated from South 

Salem high school in 1993 and just moved back a year ago. I did this because I want my daughter to 

attend Salem Keizer school district and to live in a town that is moving in the right direction. Sherrone 

Blasi is the one who can move our school district out of the current position. 

 

Mary Lott 

Sherrone Blasi would certainly have my support coming into the role of Salem School District Board 

Chair. 

As a retired educator, and the daughter of an educator, I have roots in teaching, organizing, working 

with both adults and children with education first and foremost in my interests.  I think Sherrone would 

fill that bill with dedication and consistency…her goal also be education. 



As a retired small business person my thoughts would be exactly the same, as would my support as a 

retired private coach and professional musician. 

Just because I’m retired does not mean I don’t have a say, concern, and interest in the world around me. 

Thank you for your attention 

 

Patricia Deminna 

I would like to express my firm support for Sherrone Blasi to be the next chair of our school board. After 

her distinguished career in state government, Ms. Blasi has proven her qualifications to chair the board. 

40% of our students are Latinx. Our Latinx students deserve to have confidence in the person who leads 

our school board. Ms. Blasi is that person. As our Superintendent Christy Perry stated at the last board 

meeting, Blasi is “one of the few leaders who have at least the embers of trust from our communities of 

color.” 

 

Benjamin Dobler 

Good day, As a new member of the Salem, Keizer area I am severely disappointed in the actions of the 

board. We have a 14 yr child who is supposed to go to South next year. My wife was born and raised in 

Salem, my in-laws are Willamette graduates and have lived here for over 50 years. Based on what I've 

read and video's I've seen, we have serious reservations about sending our child into a school system 

with board members such as Paul Kyllo, Marty Heyen and Jesse Lippold. Paul's actions are 

abhorrent and he should respectfully resign. Marty and Jesse's response to this has been 

underwhelming to say the least. However after looking deeper into each it is clear why. Marty's ties to 

neo nazis, white nationalists and 3%ers is well documented. I would ask this one question of Marty; 

Based on your relationship to the Three Percenters, why do you not follow rule 1 in the Three 

Percenters code of conduct? "Moral Strength - Knowing what is right and wrong and acting accordingly. 

Being trustworthy, truthful, and holding high values and principles. Strength to stand up when 

something is morally wrong." What Paul did was morally wrong and you did nothing!  

Jesse Lippold has also proven to be ineffective and I now hear he has aspirations of being board chair. I 

would love to hear more from this Trump supporter on how he has the best interests of the children in 

mind, especially those who identify as minorities. There is zero chance, someone who supports Trump 

will stand up and defend the rights of minorities in the Salem, Keizer school area.  

These 3 individuals have shown their true colors and therefore should not be in any position to have any 

influence on our youth and or the educational system.  

Lastly I'd like to show support for Sherrone Blasi as the next school board chair. She clearly has a history 

of doing good and caring about her whole community, not just the community she identifies with! She 

has been and will continue to be on the right side of history. Based on the actions of the above 

mentioned, we already know they've been on the wrong side of history at least once! How many more 

times are you willing to tolerate? 

 



Miriam Vargas Corona 

My name is Miriam Vargas Corona. I support the appointing of school board members who will commit 

to standing with Black, Indigenous Students of color by removing SROs out of our schools, by upholding 

racial justice, and by using the equity lens in every single decision they must make at the school board.    

 

The use of black face during a board meeting and association with white supremacy groups is 

completely unacceptable and should not be tolerated by the leaders of a school district with an 

ethnically diverse student body. Board members must uphold and be examples of the values and 

behaviors that are expected of students so that they become respectful and respected adults in our 

communities.  

 

I demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

 

Lorie Fontaine 

I was born in Salem, have lived here most all of my life, and my children attended Salem-Keizer Public 

Schools. This is my community and the children in this community are MY children, all of them. They are 

children of the people who raise my food, harvest my food, process my food, sell my food. Their parents 

are the doctors, nurses, EMTs, janitors, cooks, social workers, gardeners, etc. of MY community. They 

deserve a School Board Chair who values ALL children. Sherrone Blasi is that person. We must end the 

racist practices of SK school board now. 

 

Deborah Dobay 

As an educator, parent, and long-time taxpayer and supporter of 24-J, I am in strong support of 

Sherrone Blasi for our next school board chair. We need her voice and leadership for all the students in 

our district. 

 

 

Elizabeth Scott 

I urge the election of S. Blasi for Salem School Board. The other candidate does not demonstrate 

sufficient knowledge, experience, or judgment to take on this urgently responsible position at this 

crucial time. The diverse school district population will not be properly represented by someone who 

backs a racist candidate for other office. 

 

Stephanie Holmes 

I wish to indicate for the record, my support Sherrone Blasi for school board chair, 

I am a voter and taxpayer in the Salem-Kaiser School District. 



Though I do not have school-age children I am keen to ensure all children receive access to a high-

quality education, irrespective of race, sexual-orientation, gender, class.  This seems especially relevant 

given the diversity of our student population; ie  40% of our students are Latinx.  Education must 

designed with commitment to care, consideration and respect for cultural differences.  

I am greatly concerned to learn that some school board members who support the policies  DACA, 

“Mexicans are rapists,” separate children from their parents at the border.  Such individuals should not 

be considered to the chair of the school board.  

 

Gary McCuen 

I strongly support Sherrone Blasi to be the School Board Chair - and would more strongly oppose the 

appointment of Jessi Lippold because of his apparent admiration for Trump - and all that stands for.  

Given that we have a large number of Latinx and minority students in the district, we do not need to 

have someone with racist views in this position - or on the school board at all. 

 

Paul Boers 

Good morning, 

In today's vote on the new School Board Chair, please elect Sheronne Blasi. As a veteran and longtime 

public servant, Ms. Blasi has the experience and proven integrity of someone who has spent their life 

serving their country and their community. She also has the support of Superintendent Christy Perry, 

with whom she will have to work with closely.  

She is the best choice for our city at this time. I hope you will support her bid for School Board Chair.  

 

Phil Carver  

Please elect Sherrone Blasi Board Chair 

 

Randy Fishfader 

To the Salem/Keizer School Board,  

I am writing in support of Sharrone Blasi for school board chair.  She possesses the leadership, 

experience and qualities we need right now. 

 

Christine Speak 

As you prepare for your school board meeting and chairperson selection, please vote for Sherrone Blasi. 

She is your best choice. 

 

Dr. Daniel Rouslin 

Dear Salem-Keizer School Board Members, 

I urge you to reject the candidacy of unqualified Jesse Lippold and to elect Sherrone Blasi as our next 

School Board Chair.  Blasi is the choice of  Superintendent Christy Perry who stated at the last Board 



meeting that Blasi is “one of the few leaders who have at least the embers of trust from our 

communities of color.” Blasi is imminently qualified, with a distinguished career in state government. 

 

Micki Varney 

Chairwoman Heyen, Members of the Salem-Keizer School Board, 

I am writing in support of the selection of Sheronne Blasi to the position of Salem-Keizer School Board 

Chair.  In her past years on the SK School Board, Sheronne has demonstrated a passion for quality public 

education and for ensuring that equitable public education is accessible for all our SK students.  She has 

shown her ability to build and maintain relationships with community members, parents, board 

members and key decision makers.  She stands up for her values and speaks up to ensure that the oft 

un-listened to have a voice in the operations and challenging dynamics of our school district. 

Sherrone Blasi knows our district’s strengths and needs and has demonstrated her commitment to serve 

our district.  She will continue to make decisions in the best interest of our SK district both in the 

immediate future and in the long term.  Sheronne is the most qualified boardmember candidate to 

serve as Chair.  In these uncertain times, we need Sheronne’s leadership to steer the SK district through 

this storm. 

For our students and our districts future, join me in supporting the selection of Sheronne! Blasi for the 

position of Salem-Keizer School Board Chair. 

 

 

Arlene McKenna 

Sherrone Blasi would make an excellent Chair for the Salem-Keizer School Board. She is well qualified, 

compassionate, and will fairly represent the diverse population of students in our community. She will 

lead S-K schools in a positive direction. 

 

Jan Bargen 

Dear Salem School Board, 

I beg you to elect Sherrone Blasi in your upcoming meeting to serve as the Chair of the Board.  It is 

important that the Chair lead the way to serve the needs of all children in the district, and Blasi is the 

best person to do it. 

I am very disturbed by the racist and other extreme views openly expressed by some other board 

members, as well as the fact that some members of the board have been elected via funding from 

organizations with extreme political agendas that have no place in our schools.  Blazi has shown courage 

as the ties of other board members to extremist organizations have come to light. 

I agree with our Superintendent Christy Perry who stated at the last Board meeting that Blasi is “one of 

the few leaders who have at least the embers of trust from our communities of color.”  



Indeed, Blasi is imminently qualified, with a distinguished career in state government.  I ask the Board to 

reject the candidacy of Jesse Lippold, who is lacking in qualifications and experience.  Rather, I call on 

the Board to elect Sherrone Blasi as our next School Board Chair for the greater good of our community.  

 

Anna Alexander 

We need a School Board Chair who will represent and do what is best for the students in 24J. That 

person is Sherrone Blasi. We must give all students a just and fair chance! 

 

 

Rick Kimball 

Good Afternoon Chairperson Heyen, Superintendent Perry and Board Directors, my name is Rick Kimball 

and I served on the Salem Keizer School Board for 12 years, 5 terms as Chair and 2 terms as Vice-Chair.  I 

am on the outside looking in and I see some significant challenges you are faced with.  The challenge I 

want to focus on is creating and sustaining the educational environment that will bring back ALL 44,000 

students when the district begins instruction in September, in whatever form that education process 

takes.  Your leadership at the top of the organization will be instrumental to whether or not our 

students and families of color have the confidence that they will receive the respect and treatment that 

ALL students deserve when they return to school.  If our School Board fails in this regard, a majority of 

students, staff and community will lose confidence in the School Board.  There will be students that will 

find another way to receive an education, staff that will find work in other districts that value ALL 

students and the two communities will be left with a school district in decline that happened on your 

watch.  I urge you to elect a leader who can help you tackle the most significant issue you will face 

during your time on the School Board and lead your team in handling the other challenges you face, like 

the downturn in the budget.  I believe that leader is Sherrone Blasi.  Thank you for listening and for your 

service to our communities. 

 

Meg Rowe 

Dear School Board  members: 

I strongly urge you to elect a fully qualified and respected board member as School Board Chair.  

Sherrone Blasi is that person Ms. Blasi is the choice of our Superintendent Christy Perry, who stated at 

the last Board meeting that Blasi is “one of the few leaders who have at least the embers of trust from 

our communities of color.” Blasi is imminently qualified, with a distinguished career in state 

government. 

In contrast, Jesse Lippold is  unqualified to ever be elected to the School Board in the first place, much 

less serve as the Chair. 

Blasi demonstrates integrity and courage when she called for the resignation of Marty Heyen after his 

appalling offense and racist use a a Black face as a mask during a meeting. That is exactly the leadership 

this school board should seek and elect. 



 

 

Cy Smith 

Dear members: There’s a political law that says; All authoritarian systems, move to the right when 

threatened. Putting Jesse Lippold in the vacant seat is just such a knee jerk reaction. Please, adjust our 

collective thinking caps, and add Sherrone Blasi to the school board. 

 

Hollie Oakes-Miller 

Hello my name is Hollie Oakes-Miller and my partner Gary Miller and I have lived in Salem, Zone 7, since 

2004. We support Latinos Unidos Siempre and other local community organizers and activists in their 

demands that any appointed school board member commit to standing with Black, Indigenous students 

of color by removing SROs from our schools, by upholding racial justice, and by using the equity lens in 

every single decision they must make at the school board.  

We demand that School Board members Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from their positions, due to 

their connections and or actions that support and uphold white supremacy. 

We demand that Jesse Lippold not be named chair or vice chair as he has white supremist ties and joked 

about Paul Kyllo wearing Black face during a school board meeting where he served as vice chair. He is a 

wholly unacceptable choice for these positions and we would encourage him to resign from the school 

board too. 

We demand that the School Board listen to the voices of our community and begin to create more 

equitable schools for our Black and Brown youth.  

 

 

Debra Abbott 

For the sake of our beautiful children, please vote for Sherrone Blasi for school board chair.  She will 

make the best decisions for all our children. 

 

Maralynn Maltz  

Dear Salem-Keizer School Board,  

My daughter graduated from South Salem High School 6 years ago. I didn't think the school board held 

any significance to me anymore until last year when I attended the panel of candidates at the Salem 

Public Library. I must admit to being blown away by the politics of the school board candidates and their 

donors or implied donors. I came away from that meeting realizing the power of the school board on 

local politics and state politics. I was appalled to hear about the lack of understanding among some 

school board members, especially the chair, of racism exhibited in a single meeting.The time is NOW to 

make a change. I believe Sherrone Blasi is the right person to be Chair of the Salem-Keizer School board.   



 

Jan Nelson 

I support Sherrone Blasi as the best candidate for the next chair of the board. I have met Sherrone, and I 

find that she is a good listener and values all people. She has showed herself recently as the only 

member of the board to take seriously the concerns of our students and families of color that make up a 

large part of our district. 

 

Kathy Lincoln 

I support Sherrone Blasi for school board chair.  I have been appalled at what I read about the actions 

and in-action of the Salem Keizer School Board.  I have lived in this community for 40 years.  My kids 

graduated from high school in Salem several years ago. I admire and treasure the increased diversity 

that we see in the schools, neighborhoods, businesses and parks in Salem.  We need people on the 

school board, and in other positions of governance that listen to and respond to concerns of our Latinx 

neighbors and other people of color.  Please do not continue the course of shameful actions we see 

from the current school board.  Vote for Sherrone Blasi, who understands what the issues are and has 

the confidence of the student body, staff and teachers in S-K school district.  

 

Richard Reid 

Please vote for Sharonne Blasi for S-K School Board Chair she is far more likely to represent our 

community than Mr Lippold would.  

 

Laurie Dougherty 

I support Sheronne Blasi for Chair of the Salem Keizer School Board. Ms. Blasi has shown her willingness 

to hear and respect the concerns of students of color and to support the Superintendent in providing a 

respectful and nurturing educational experience for them.  Latinx and other students of color have 

courageously called attention to inequities in the way they are treated, often with harmful life altering 

consequences.  The school-to-prison pipeline is a particularly troubling issue which is indicative of an 

underlying lack of understanding and respect for these students. Improving the educational experience 

for students of color will result in a healthier school system for all students. As a resident of Salem I 

know that a good education for all students benefits our whole community. In this context and in order 

to improve confidence that the Salem Keizer School District will operate in a fully inclusive and equitable 

way, I urge that Marty Heyen and Paul Kyllo resign from the School Board. Thank you, 

 

 

Jesse Hayes 

My name is Jesse Hayes. I am a downtown Salem resident and I own Archive Coffee & Bar. I am writing 

to urge you to elect leadership that  is committed to being anti-racist. Marty Heyen needs to go. The 

community has called for her to resign, and I agree, she absolutely should. For her ties to and defense of 



the III Percenters, but also for the way she blatantly disregarded and belittled the pain and anger of 

students as they called into the last board meeting. I watched the entire meeting, and her behavior was 

so shockingly inappropriate. I want to see her replaced by someone who will commit to working for the 

good of all our students, including and especially the underrepresented Black and brown students in our 

community. Perhaps Director Blasi. We are watching what the board does. We will not sit silent and 

tolerate racism on our school board. Our students are demanding better. Our students deserve better. 

 

 

Bryn Lerud 

I’m a substitute teacher for the Salem-Keizer School District.  I am asking for the resignations of Paul 

Kyllo, Marty Heyen, and Jesse Lippold.  These people do not have the best interests of our multi racial 

children at heart.  I would  also like to see Sherrone Blasi be the next Chair of the School Board. 

 

 

Laurie Hines 

I support Sharon Blasi for school board chair. The 24 year old vying for the position is far too young and 

inexperienced. Not a good choice for a school board chair. We need a far more knowledgeabe chair 

person, with much more life experience and experience with children. We also need someone more 

moderate who represents all parents with children, not just those on the extreme end of the spectrum 

in Salem. 

 

 

John Maluski 

As a former parent, voter, and resident in the Salem-Keizer School District, I urge you to select Sherrone 

Blasi as the Board Chair. Sherrone has proven leadership skills. She has served in the military for over 14 

years both as an enlisted person and as an officer. She has headed the Veterans Affairs of the State of 

Oregon. She has experience in leadership of large agencies. Considering that the SK School District 24hJ 

is the second largest district in Oregon, we need someone able and experienced to oversee the huge 

undertaking that is required. We do not need an inexperienced, untested individual sitting in this 

important position.   Her main opponent is very young and very untested. Furthermore, SK District 24J is 

almost one-half people of color, and Sherrone's military experience and work with diverse populations 

would serve us well.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Bruce Fontaine 



I am sending this email in support of Sherrone Blasi for Chair of the SK School Board.  This would be a big 

improvement over the present Chair.Thanks for your consideration. 

 

 

Marcia Hoak 

I have heard Sheronne Blasi speak at public forums several times over the years & have somewhat 

followed her political career.  She is a smart, able person who looks at all sides of an issue, & listens to 

many voices.  At this time of several converging crisis, we need someone who is inclusive, not devisive, 

as chair of this important board! 

 

 

Joe Michael Alexander 

I would like to express my support for Sherrone Blasi for School Board chair. Ms. Blasi is a Navy veteran 

who has served our country well and also provided guidance to our State as an auditor for the Secretary 

of State. She demonstrates her concern for children by working with "Simply Birthdays", an organization 

providing birthday parties for homeless children.   

By contrast, her opponent, Jesse Lipold, instead touts his attendance at a Trump family fundraiser as a 

qualifying experience. One of the few constants of the Trump Administration has been its disdain for 

public schools and, through its Education Secretary, Betsy DeVoss, its unwavering support for private 

education. To elevate Mr. Lipold, who apparently supports such agenda, to a position of responsibility in 

the Salem Keizer Schools is an insult to the grandparents, parents, and children of this school district.   

As a parent of children who enjoyed the benefit of the Salem Keizer schools, I heartily support Ms. Blasi.  

 

Lisa Shreeve 

I am submitting my public comment in writing to address today’s agenda item regarding selecting a new 

chair and vice-chair for our school board. I just finished my 18th year of teaching & advising at McKay 

High School. I have had opportunities to switch schools and even districts in my time as an educator, but 

my whole heart stays with McKay and its students & families. The work is not easy, as I’m sure the work 

educating youth at any school is not easy...but I have found, more often than not, that it is primarily 

because adults -- NOT students -- in our district get in the way of meaningful connection and education. I 

choose McKay every year because of our amazing students and because of fellow staff members who 

give their all, every day, to support our community. My choice to be at McKay has almost never been 

because we had strong administrative leadership or significant understanding/support at the district or 

school board level. If that was a primary factor in my choice to stay at McKay, I would have opted out of 

Salem-Keizer a long time ago. It has only been in the last 4 or 5 years that I have perceived the Salem 

Keizer School Board as a significant impediment to our students rather than an instrument to empower 

and encourage them, and it is largely because politics have eclipsed humanity and principle. 



I do not believe that Marty Heyen or Jesse Lippold should be serving in leadership roles on the School 

Board; in fact, I do not believe they are the representation that our students need on the School Board, 

period. I would like to express my support for Sheronne Blasi to serve as chairperson of the Salem-Keizer 

School Board so we may have a reasonable opportunity to dig more deeply into the issues facing our 

students today: the presence of SROs in school buildings, participation in anti-biased & anti-racist 

education and equity of access to all resources and programs enjoyed by students district-wide.  

I am hopeful that her experience in management & systems as well as her willingness to really consider 

the experiences & opinions of those that matter most - our students - will guide the School Board into 

an era that is more critical, reflective, collaborative & inclusive. Thank you. 

 

 

Jessica Dusek 

Jesse Lippold SHOULD NOT be SKSD Board Chair.  His actions and words do not encourage equity.  His 

leadership would be damaging to students, parents, and staff. Thank you for taking this into 

consideration. 

 

 

Martin Histand 

As an educator in the Salem-Keizer district, I am writing to make known that my support is strongly 

behind electing Sherrone Blasi as the next School Board Chair. Quite frankly, I have been horrified with 

the news coming from the Board recently, in light of the current environment in the US around racism, 

and believe that Blasi exercises the judgement necessary to have a chance at mending what has become 

a detestable situation. I will be following the news and trust the School Board will make the right 

decision! 

 

 

Rebecca Ralston 

I worked as a Bilingual teacher for the Salem-Keizer schools from 1997-2007. I am currently retired, but 

still care deeply about the school district. I am horrified about what is currently happening with the 

current leadership within the S-K school board! There is NO room for racial discrimination within our 

educational system. I am writing to ask for the RESIGNATIONS of the following Board members for their 

overt support of racism: Marty Heyen Paul Kyllo I am also asking that Sherrone Blasi be voted in as the 

next School Board Chair.We need a Chair who can actively promote the rights of ALL students within the 

district… especially students of color!!!This is to say that I would NOT support Jesse Lippold as being the 

next chair of the Board… 

 


