
 

Public Comment: 
7.a ORS 166.377 Possession of Firearms in Certain Public Buildings / ORS 166.377 posesión de armas de fuego en ciertos edificios 

públicos  

 

Colton Bond 

Parent / Padre de familia 

Salem 

 

School Board Members, 

 

I am the parent of a 2nd grader attending Wright Elementary and I am writing to you today to encourage you to 

"prohibit weapons, including concealed weapons, per ORS 166.377 and direct the superintendent to develop and enact 

administrative policy to achieve this outcome".  

 

There is no legitimate reason for someone to enter school grounds with a firearm, except a police officer while acting in 

an official capacity. There have been too many school shootings, and the pain they cause is utterly unbearable. 

 

By adopting the above policy, the board would be taking a proactive step to keep our children safe.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Colton Bond 

 

Submitted: 8/6/2022 10:13:10 

 

  



 

Public Comment: 

7.a ORS 166.377 Possession of Firearms in Certain Public Buildings / ORS 166.377 posesión de armas de fuego en ciertos edificios 

públicos  

 

Kathleen Johnson 

Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 

Salem 

 

I would like to comment on the proposal to eliminate all firearms from school property.  I do not think that is a good 

idea.  Those who have legal permits to carry a concealed weapon or those who have unconcealed weapons, such as 

security and police, should be able to carry that gun into a school if they have a legitimate reason to be on campus.  

These guns could actually be a good defense if an intruder is trying to commit a crime against our children.   

    I believe that the way to make sure our campuses are safe is to have a fail-safe system of locked doors and allowing 

only those who need to be on campus entry.  If a person wants to commit a crime, they will get a weapon, legally or 

illegally, but if they fear they may be shot in the process, they will choose another target.  I think having police officers 

on campus regularly should be reinstated. 

 

Submitted: 8/6/2022 14:13:10 

 

  



 

Public Comment: 

7.a ORS 166.377 Possession of Firearms in Certain Public Buildings / ORS 166.377 posesión de armas de fuego en ciertos edificios 

públicos  

 

Stephanie Hentze 

Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 

Salem 

 

I am pretty sure we all want the same thing for our students.  We want them to be safe.  Of course, we want our kids to 

be safe!!  As you discuss the possibility of prohibiting concealed weapons on our campuses, I have a few questions I 

would like you to consider: 

 

- How many school shootings happen because someone with a concealed carry license chose to use that license in 

a horrifically wrong way?  To inflict harm instead of limit it? 

- How many shootings have happened because someone ELSE brought a gun to harm others? 

- In a situation where every second matters, how many casualties could have been avoided if someone had been 

able to respond sooner?   

- Did you know??  Based on the FBI definition of Mass Person Shootings, over 85% of the 71 MPS incidents from 

1988-2019 have occurred in “cattle pen” scenarios (gun-free zones with crowded areas, limited exits, and few places to 

hide).   

- Honestly, I never gave much thought to the idea that there might be people on campus with concealed weapons 

during my time as a Salem-Keizer teacher.  Thankfully, I have not been in a scenario where they were needed.  But really 

– now that you’ve drawn attention to it — how much safety are we providing our teachers and students by telling them, 

“Stay quiet in the corner and barricade your door with desks?”  

 

Let’s think this through rationally for a minute.  In an ideal world, telling people not to bring guns would solve the 

problem.  But we all know we don’t live in an ideal world — we live in reality.  There are bad people out there.  We have 

already eliminated SROS in our district.  Let’s not open our arms to welcome those who want to harm our students by 

announcing to the world that they will have free reign in our hallways if they choose to do so. 

 

Submitted: 8/7/2022 21:28:34 

 

  



 

Public Comment: 

7.a ORS 166.377 Possession of Firearms in Certain Public Buildings / ORS 166.377 posesión de armas de fuego en ciertos edificios 

públicos  

 

Susan D. Callahan 

Parent / Padre de familia 

Salem 

 

Dear School Board Directors: 

We vote to PROHIBIT weapons, including all concealed carry weapons, on all SKPS campuses and direct the 

superintendent to develop and enact administrative policy to achieve this outcome. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

Susan Callahan and Dan Sewell 

 

Submitted: 8/8/2022 6:57:04 

 

  



 

Public Comment: 

7.a ORS 166.377 Possession of Firearms in Certain Public Buildings / ORS 166.377 posesión de armas de fuego en ciertos edificios 

públicos  

 

Leanna Kim Heiman 

Parent / Padre de familia 

Salem 

 

Guns on school campuses will only lead to an escalation in violence. School shootings are rare and the best defense 

against them is a multi-faceted approach to preventing violence on campuses by promoting safe storage of firearms in 

school communities, combined with programs like SafeOregon. How are first responders supposed to tell the difference 

between armed civilians and armed assailants in an active shooter scenario? Campus carry would make encounters with 

police more dangerous for young students of color. In addition, guns have been known to go off accidentally or be left 

unattended by a negligent adult who is carrying the gun on school grounds. We need the board to put the rights of the 

faculty and students first, NOT the rights of gun owners.    

 

Submitted: 8/8/2022 8:09:02 

 

  



 

Public Comment: 

7.a ORS 166.377 Possession of Firearms in Certain Public Buildings / ORS 166.377 posesión de armas de fuego en ciertos edificios 

públicos  

 

marla kai west 

Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 

Salem 

 

No one should have a gun on campus except for an armed, trained security guard, which every school should have. An 

armed, trained security guard should be something every school should have. 

 

Submitted: 8/8/2022 8:11:33 

 

  



 

Public Comment: 

7.a ORS 166.377 Possession of Firearms in Certain Public Buildings / ORS 166.377 posesión de armas de fuego en ciertos edificios 

públicos, Follow up from comments last meeting.   

 

Megan Lippold 

Parent / Padre de familia 

Salem 

 

Good Afternoon,  

 

First, I’d like to give 3 specific board members kudos for their bravery to continue to support their community, without 

being heard from the rest of the board and the Superintendent. Danielle, Marty and Satya, you have a very large 

community of parents, like myself, behind you. The last in person meeting, it was very apparent what I have been feeling 

since March of 2020…. Complete denial and avoidance from the remaining board members. Somehow there is a 

presence of arrogance as Ashley stated like a teenager to Danielle “just because we don’t listen to you doesn’t mean we 

don’t hear you.” I’ve been appalled by the childish behavior of the remaining board members during these entire “Covid 

years.” So much avoidance to individual liberty and anything outside of pushing the left agenda forced me to resign my 

position in the district and remove my children from your tyrannical 

grips for their and my safety. Individual liberty isn’t yours to drown with policy.  

 

Secondly, please get back to the basics in education. Remove “Gender Queer” and books alike. Support the country you 

reside in and the constitution of the United States (right to bear arms) and allow concealed carry. It is not yours to take 

away. Reinstate SRO’s and stop restricting military recruiters from your high schools to increase safety.  

 

Thank you  

 

Submitted: 8/8/2022 10:14:57 

 

  



 

Public Comment: 

7.a ORS 166.377 Possession of Firearms in Certain Public Buildings / ORS 166.377 posesión de armas de fuego en ciertos edificios 

públicos  

 

Stephanie Hull 

Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 

Salem 

 

I support prohibiting firearms on all school campuses.  

 

Submitted: 8/8/2022 10:25:52 

 

  



 

Public Comment: 

7.a ORS 166.377 Possession of Firearms in Certain Public Buildings / ORS 166.377 posesión de armas de fuego en ciertos edificios 

públicos  

 

Rachel Dewey Thorsett 

Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 

Salem 

 

I am writing to reiterate my support for the proposed policy to prohibit weapons, including concealed weapons, per ORS 

166.377.  Guns and other weapons in schools do not make students safer.  The chances of an armed teacher, staff 

member or visitor successfully confronting an armed attacker are minuscule, while the chances of a weapon falling into 

the wrong hands through theft or negligence are not.  I commend the board for all the work you have done to 

understand the issues surrounding weapons on school campuses and I urge you to adopt the policy as currently written. 

 

Yours truly, 

Rachel Dewey Thorsett 

 

Submitted: 8/8/2022 11:41:37 

 

  



 

Public Comment: 

7.a ORS 166.377 Possession of Firearms in Certain Public Buildings / ORS 166.377 posesión de armas de fuego en ciertos edificios 

públicos, 8.d Adopt Resolution No. 202223-2 Commitment to Equity and Antiracism / Adopción de la resolución No. 202223-2 

Compromiso con la equidad y el antirracismo  

 

Deb Romano 

Parent / Padre de familia 

Salem 

 

Here we are again, because a very small percent is upset or offended by something. I am completely against restricting 

law abiding citizens with a concealed weapons permit to carry on school grounds. They have already gone through 

rigorous background screenings to obtain that permit.  Concealed weapons permit holders are not a danger to anybody 

at school but rather an ally in the face of evil. You cannot pick and choose which amendments you are going to cancel.  

I’m also concerned with the complete overreach this district and school board is allowing with so-called equity.  You are 

dumbing down all students. This is not equitable. They must be challenged academically. You are doing them no service 

by lowering the grading scale. Salem Keizer school district will continue to lose students at an alarming rate unless you 

get back to basics. Keep your politics out of OUR schools. I would think that making Oregon one of the top states 

academically would be a top priority. Being ranked 47th in the nation is not something that you should be proud of, if 

you are you were probably in the wrong profession.  Get back to educating our children and keep your politics and 

personal beliefs at home where they belong.  

 

Submitted: 8/8/2022 12:35:57 

 

  



 

Public Comment: 

8.c Adopt Resolution No. 202223-1 Safe and Welcoming Schools / Adopción de la resolución No. 202223-1 Escuelas seguras y 

acogedoras, 8.d Adopt Resolution No. 202223-2 Commitment to Equity and Antiracism / Adopción de la resolución No. 202223-2 

Compromiso con la equidad y el antirracismo  

 

Elizabeth Swan 

Community Member / Miembro de la comunidad 

Keizer 

 

Both the Safe and Welcoming Schools and Commitment to Equity and Antiracism resolutions should be passed with 

immediate actions taken to show that this is a true commitment and not merely an ideal. What good are these 

commitments when BIPOC students and youth are harassed and endangered by attending and participating in these 

meetings? Do you all as board members who will vote for these resolutions continuously call out your fellow board 

members who show continual commitment to the white supremacist, anti-LGBTQIA+ board members? Will you defund 

the security which has always and continues to create an unsafe environment for Black students, Indigenous students, 

students with disabilities? Will you fund instead the mental and physical health supports that will support these students 

in healing from these multiple systems of oppression perpetuated by the district and community, and help these 

students and their communities thrive? In support of Indigenous youth, will you demonstrate your support for the 

Indian Child Welfare Act which is currently under threat?  

 

Submitted: 8/8/2022 12:49:56 

 


