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SKPS Values

• Language as an asset

• Growth and learning

• Assessment data that shows student learning and system 

effectiveness

• Attending to culture and bias in assessing our students



Our Students Learning English
2022-23 Information

7,177 students are English Language Learners in Salem-Keizer
Elementary 3,706 Students
Middle School 1,736
High School 1,734

12,327 Students are ever ELs (Current ELs + Exited ELs)
Elementary 4,187
Middle School 3,302
High School 4,837

768 are recent arrivers (newcomers, refugee students)
Elementary 427
Middle 125

High School 216



What do we know about English 
language development?

• Acquiring academic English can take 5-7 years.

• Students may be quick to acquire social language, but there is 
frequently a gap between social and academic English.

• Newcomer ELLs may go through a “silent period,” where they are not 
speaking but doing important processing in their stage of language 
development.

• Some newcomer ELs come with strong literacy skills in their native 
language, some have strong academic content area knowledge 
developed in their native language, and some come with little or no 
formal schooling.



What is balanced assessment?

• System to collect data that informs instructional decisions at 

a district, school, and classroom level

• Includes multiple forms of assessment

• Must be evidence-based



Balanced Assessment System

Formative

Summative

District

State

Nat’l/Int’l

No single assessment can tell us all we 
need to know about the impact of 
instruction.

We use multiple forms of assessment, 
choosing the best tool for a given need.

Formative and 
Summative 
Classroom
Assessments learning 
and inform 
instruction.

District Assessments are 
periodic progress monitors and 
benchmarks that inform 
interventions and decisions 
about classroom, school, and 
district systems.

State, National, and International Assessments are 
summative and periodic and measure equity of 
outcomes or in relation to a set of criteria (e.g., 
standards).



Formative Assessment 

• A classroom assessment used to provide specific and actionable 
feedback that is used by educators to improve their instruction and by 
students to improve their learning

• Conducted at beginning, during, or end of a lesson to adjust instruction 
to student needs

• Assessment examples:

• Students draw a concept map

• Students “show their work” when solving a math problem

• Students hold up a white board with a response

• Students use an online tool to complete an exit ticket



Summative Assessment 

• A classroom assessment used to evaluate impact of instruction and student 
learning at the end of an instructional unit by comparing it against one or 
more standards or benchmarks

• Conducted at the end of a unit or term

• May be used formatively when educators use it to guide their efforts and 
activities in subsequent units

• May be used to inform term scores or grades

• Assessment examples:

• Students complete a unit assessment

• Students write a term paper or essay

• Students complete a culminating or final course project



District Assessment

• An assessment required by the district to evaluate the impact of 
instruction on student progress in specific key performance indicators

• Conducted at predetermined intervals throughout the school year by all 
students in a specified grade level or program

• Assessment examples:

• easyCBM

• iReady

• Panorama



District Assessment 

• Benchmark and diagnostic assessments are valid and reliable for their 
intended purposes.

• Written by psychometricians and researchers

• Period of research (e.g., validity, reliability across student groups, 
inter-rater reliability, score norming, etc.)

• Research is regularly updated



easyCBM

• District Assessment

• SKPS uses this assessment to assess literacy K-5

• It does assess Spanish literacy K-2 and why we chose 2nd grade 
English/Spanish as a KPI

• Measures fluency and accuracy

• Gap in our system is Spanish assessment K-12

• Shows risk level in literacy – green equals low risk or on track at the 
given grade level and time of year



easyCBM 2021-22
Last year’s 2nd grade students – English PRF Reading



easyCBM 2021-22
Last year’s 2nd grade students – Spanish SRF Reading



State Assessment 

• An assessment required by the state that measures student performance 
against state content and language standards

• Conducted once annually and used by districts and schools to identify 
disparities in outcomes between student groups

• Assessment examples:

• Oregon Statewide Assessment System (OSAS)

• English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA)



Oregon State Assessment
English Language Arts

Reading
• Students read, understand, and analyze a variety of texts. This includes identifying main ideas and 

details, comparing passages, and using context clues to determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words. Students can also draw conclusions and make inferences.

Writing
• Students develop well-organized written responses for a variety of purposes and audiences. Their 

writing must include appropriate detail and evidence to support their main idea, as well as use 
grade-appropriate spelling and grammar.

Listening
• Students can understand, evaluate, and respond to information they hear after listening to 

passages.

Research
• Students can write a short response to a question using evidence from multiple passages to 

support their main idea. This involves being able to identify important information in a text that 
supports their writing.



OSAS Reading Sample question - Grade 3
Sap's Running by Stephen R. Swinburne

The Coleman brothers—Nelson, Ralph, and Harold—step out their front 
door in Vermont. They feel the wind. They feel the sun on their faces. “Sap 
could be running this morning,” says Nelson.

As they pass 75-year-old sugar-maple trees, sap drips from holes in the 
trees into metal buckets. They know for sure that today will be a good day 
for sugaring....



OSAS Reading Sample question - Grade 3

Which sentence from the passage supports the idea that the Coleman 
brothers have experience with making maple syrup?

❑A “The Coleman brothers - Nelson, Ralph, and Harold - step out their 
front door in Vermont.”

❑B “As they pass 75-year-old-old sugar-maple trees, sap drips from 
holes in the trees into metal buckets.”

❑C “Every spring, the Colemans tap holes into sugar-maple trees, then 
hang a bucket under each hole to catch the sap.”

❑D “They don’t worry too much about why the sap is running in their 
trees this morning.”



State Report Cards 2021-22 Data
Last year's 3rd grade students, English only test



State Accountability Detail Reports
2018-19



Opportunity Data Explorer

The Educational Opportunity Project at Stanford University (2008-09 to 2017-18)

https://edopportunity.org/


SKPS Board Role

Review Results Policy:

Knowing what you’ve learned about assessment, student growth, and 
supporting student learning –

o What in R2 should we keep?

o What in R2 should we remove?

o What should be added to R2 to monitor and assess growth?


