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Dear Salem-Keizer Parent, 
 
The Oregon Department of Education (ODE) recently released its annual special education report card, 
evaluating each district to the state’s standards for special education services. The data in the 2018-19 
report is a compilation of data collected during the 2018-19 academic year. 
 
Salem-Keizer Public Schools (SKPS) experienced areas of success as well as opportunities for 
improvement as represented in the district’s report. 
 
Salem-Keizer Points of Pride: 
• The number of students receiving special education services who graduated with a regular or 

modified diploma in their four-year cohort increased by 5.28 percentage points from the previous 
year.  

• The five-year cohort graduation rate increased by .68%.  
• The percentage of students with IEPs who dropped out decreased by .06%. 
• The number of students who received parental consent to evaluate, were evaluated and found 

eligible within 60 school days increased by 1.15 percentage points from the previous year. This 
means students who truly need special education services were able to access them earlier.   

• Students in special education who are included in regular classes less than 40 percent of their school 
day improved by approximately one percentage point (.94%).  

• Students placed inside regular class 80% or more of the day increased by 1.59% to 72.89%. 
• The percentage of elementary students with IEPs meeting or exceeding standards increased in both 

Math (3.41%) and English Language Arts (2.21%). 
• The percentage of high school students with IEPs meeting or exceeding standards in Math increased 

by 4.33%. 
• .77 percent of SKPS students were served in public or private separate schools, residential 

placements, or homebound/hospital, well below the state standard of 1.8 percent or less.  
• The percentage of students with an IEP who enrolled in higher education within one year of leaving 

high school increased by 4.61%. 
 
Salem-Keizer Opportunities for Improvement: 
• The percentage of students with an IEP who enrolled in higher education or were competitively 

employed within one year of leaving high school decreased by approximately 18% (18.35%). 
• The percentage of students with an IEP who enrolled in higher education, enrolled in post-secondary 

education/training, or were competitively employed or had employment within one year of leaving 
high school decreased by approximately five percent (5.05%). 



• The percentage of students with IEPs in high schools meeting or exceeding standards in English 
Language Arts decreased by more than six percent (6.14%).  

• The percentage of student with IEPs in middle schools meeting or exceeding standards in Math 
decreased by approximately one percentage point (.92%).  

 
We expect that the report card next year will show improvements in our post-secondary outcomes. Our 
transition programs (Community Transition Program and Independent Living Program) are designed to 
support adult students with disabilities, ages 18 to 21, after the completion of high school. These 
programs help prepare students to transition into their communities as adults through vocational 
training, independent-living skills development and functional academics. Through partnerships with 
local businesses our students can prepare for post-secondary success through internship opportunities 
and hands-on training and work experience. 
 
Continuous improvement remains our expectation. We are pleased with the partnership we enjoy with 
many parents and families. It provides us authentic family engagement to guide improvement efforts.  
We sincerely thank you for that. 
 
If you have questions regarding this report, please feel free to contact us at 
richards_eric@salkeiz.k12.or.us or glover_melissa@salkeiz.k12.or.us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Eric Richards   Melissa Glover 
Eric Richards, Director    Melissa Glover, Associate Director 
Student Services     Student Services 
 
Salem-Keizer School District 24J 
503-399-3101 
  
"All students graduate and are prepared for a successful life" 


