Bond construction update
Kennedy Elementary School
December 2020
Voters passed a bond measure in 2018 to fund improvements across the entire
district, including at Kennedy Elementary School. Bond funding will support more
than $12 million in expansions and renovations at Kennedy to relieve
overcrowding and improve safety and security in the school.
Highlights of the work happening at Kennedy include:
•
Seven new classrooms
•
A new cafeteria and kitchen
•
Renovations to the front office to include a secured vestibule and increase
visibility of the front entrance
•
Heating/ventilation system improvements
•
Removal of all portable classrooms
•
Converting the current cafeteria into a multipurpose space
The bond funding will support smaller additions and improvements in other areas
as well.
The district’s project management team, along with the DLR Group architecture
design firm, is currently working through the last stages of the design process to
create the final drawings construction contractors will use to improve and add
spaces to the school.
Construction is scheduled to begin in the summer of 2021 and is expected to be
completed early in the fall of 2022.
The original construction plan for Kennedy did not include a school expansion.
During the boundary adjustment process in 2018, the Boundary Review Task
Force had conversations about equity and implications for the bond program
discovered through the boundary review process. The Task Force saw that
following boundary adjustments, Kennedy would need to retain its seven portable
classrooms to serve its projected enrollment.

2018 BOND PROGRAM

The Task Force recommended the bond program address this by adding
Kennedy to the list of schools receiving capital expansions. The Community
Bond Oversight Committee concurred as did the School Board. As a result, the
bond program management team allocated an additional $8.5 million to
Kennedy’s project budget to build new classrooms, a cafeteria, kitchen and
more. The construction improvements budget at Kennedy is now nearly twice
what was originally planned for the school!
Thanks to the community’s support of the bond, Kennedy will soon have a safer
learning environment with more space to support students.
A list of projects happening at Kennedy can be found on the district website.
For more information about bond-funded construction in Salem-Keizer Public
Schools, please visit www.salemkeizer.org/projects-status.
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Cafeteria Addition

3

Front Entry Renovations
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Covered Play Area
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New Bus Loop and Parking
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Seven new classrooms will be built and all
portable classrooms will be removed.
A new, adequately sized cafeteria, kitchen and
servery will be built.
A secured vestibule will be built at the front entry,
and the office will be improved for better visibility
of the main entry.
A new covered play area will be constructed.
Kennedy will receive improvements to the bus
pick-up and drop-off loop and parking.

