FEBRUARY 2020

SOUTH SALEM HIGH SCHOOL
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

HELLO SCAN AND NEIGHBORS!
As we draw nearer to the start of
construction at South Salem High School,
we want to provide you with an update
on plans and timelines. This newsletter
contains general project milestones and
related information.
While reading, please keep in mind
that ALL SCHEDULES ARE
SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
This is the nature of construction
and occasional adjustments to plans
are to be expected.
Salem-Keizer periodically prepares an
update for SSHS parents. Here’s a link to
the latest edition (January 2020).
Additional information about plans for
South Salem and the 2018 bond program
can be found on the district website at
www.salemkeizer.org/projects-status.
GROUNDBREAKING EVENT
South Salem High School will hold a
groundbreaking celebration on Thursday,
March 19 at 10:00 a.m. to officially kick
off construction. Please plan to join local
dignitaries, South Salem supporters, staff,
students and the media at this fun event!
THANK YOU!
We thank you in advance for your
understanding and patience as we begin
this historic investment in our
community.
If you have questions about bond work
planned for South Salem High School,
please email us at info@salkeiz.k12.or.us
and we’ll find answers.

Phases of Construction
Phase 1: Temporary Portable Classrooms,
Early 2020
Depending on permit schedules, the first signs of
construction could be seen in February as the track
infield is graded in preparation for placement of
temporary portable classrooms. These portables will
provide classrooms to replace those lost or displaced
during the next phases of work.
Phase 2: Salvage and Demolition, Old Leslie
Junior High School, Spring 2020
Around Spring Break, contractors will begin preparing
the old Leslie Junior High School building for salvage
and demolition activities. To keep students safe, walls
and barriers will be installed to prevent access to the
old Leslie school site.

Phase 3: Construction, Summer 2020 – Fall 2021
Construction will begin in June at the close of the school year on the
new classroom addition, the new auxiliary gym, the new fieldhouse,
tennis courts and additional parking lot, and the interior remodel of
science classrooms and seismic upgrades. The goal is to complete
interior work over the summer. Exterior work will continue through
the 2020-21 school year.
Phase 4 – Removal of Temporary Portables, Field
Refurbishment, Fall 2021
Once construction is substantially complete and students are being
served in the newly constructed spaces, the temporary portable
classrooms will be removed and the track infield will be refurbished
and improved.

For safety, the entire school campus will be closed to staff, visitors and students
during the summer – only authorized construction personnel will be allowed on site.

PARKING AND TRAFFIC IMPACTS
An unfortunate and unavoidable byproduct of construction of this magnitude is its effect on
parking and traffic. During construction, student parking will be displaced from campus. In
March, the district and SSHS administrators will begin communicating to students about
alternative transportation methods for getting to and from school, and about the importance
of polite parking practices when parking in the neighborhood. We are also working with
contractors to minimize parking and traffic impacts their vehicles may bring to the
neighborhood.
Minimizing the need to move vehicles will also help to reduce traffic. The district would like
to discuss temporarily changing the 90-minute parking limit around the school with the
City of Salem, and would appreciate any support SCAN could provide for this effort. Less
movement around the school reduces opportunities for snarls and parking problems.

DOCUMENTING HISTORY –
LESLIE JR. HS
SKPS is in the early stages of planning a documentary video and
an on-site display that will memorialize the history and
importance of the original Leslie Junior High School. There will
be opportunities for the community to contribute stories,
photos or other remembrances of the school to the memorial
projects. We’ll communicate with SCAN when it’s time to send
in materials. Until then, please be thinking about any things you
may want to share to help tell the story of the old Leslie Junior
High School.

